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CHAPTER ONE 
INTRODUCTION 

Survey of the Problem 
Joseph Smith, prophet and founder of the Church of Jesus Christ of 
Latter-day Saints stated that when he was fourteen years old he had re- 
ceived a visitation from two members of the Godhead: the Father and the 
Son. He was alone when he went into the woods to pray, and was therefore 
the only witness to the manifestation of these personages. He also declared 
that when he was seventeen years old he was visited by an angel named 
Moroni. Again he was without witnesses. For a first-hand account of these 
two experiences we must rely on a single source, Joseph Smith. AH other 
sources of the story of his visions of Moroni and the Father and Son are 
secondary since they have been retold after the authors had hear Joseph's 
story. 

Members of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints rely upon 
the story of Joseph Smith as a foundation of their faith. Details left by 
Joseph himself 5 however, are only sketchy in nature, making a historical ana- 
lysis of the ©rents highly difficult. Further problems arise when accounts by 
other writers who knew Joseph Smith not only fill in a few missing details, but 
also sometimes present some conflicting details. A survey of these sources 

*"™~t-t— r i n f '^n "mni rrt i im -r^rr — i r™». , _^_ 

and problems, together with an analysis of Joseph Smith's several efforts 
to re-tell the story, would be helpful to "Mormons" and non-^Mormons 11 alike 
in determining what consistent "threads 11 might run through all the stories, 
as well as pin-pointing what historical problems may still remain in 
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correlating various accounts. This thesis is not an effort to prove beyond 
all doubt that Joseph Smith was telling the truth, for this cannot be done 
by empirical methods. It is simply an effort to analyze as objectively 
as possible the various sources and to suggest possible reasons for 
some of the problems and conflicts. It also shows that Joseph Smith 
was consistent in his recitation of the major aspects of his story over 
the years. 

For the main aspects of the visitations of the Father and the Son 
and Morni, the following narrative is in Joseph Smith 1 s owns words as it 
appears in the original written account. 



After I had retired into the place where I had previously designed 
to go, having looked around me and finding myself alone, I kneeled 
down and began to offer up the desires of my heart to God, I had 
scarcely done so, when immediately I was seized upon by some power 
which entirely overcame me and had such astonishing influence over 
me as to bind my tongue so that I could not speak. Thick darkness 
gathered around me and it seemed to me for a time as if I were doomed 
to sudden destruction. But exerting all my powerfe to call upon God to 
deliver me out of the power of this enemy which had seized upon me 
and at the very moment when I was ready to sink into despair and abandon 
myself to destruction, not to an imaginary ruin but to the power of 
some actual being from the unseen world who had • • • /unclear word/ 
such marvelofls power as I had never before felt in any being. Just at 
this moment of great • . ./unclear worj/ I saw a pillar of light 
exactly over my head above the brightness of the sun, which descended 
gradually until it fell upon me. It no sooner appeared than I found 
myself delivered from the enemy which held me bound. When the light 
rested upon • • . jfimclear word/ me I saw two personages jwhose bright- 



ness and glory defy all description) standing above me in the air. 
One of them spake unto me calling me by name and said (pointing to the 
other) "This is my beloved Son, hear him/ 1 My object in going to 
inquire of the L^d was to know which to jo$n* No sooner therefore 
did I get possession of myself so as to be able to speak, than I 
asked the personages who stood febove me in the light, which of all the 
sects was right, (for at this time it had never entered into my heart 
that all were wrong£ and which I could join. I was answered that I 
must join none of them, for they were all wrong, and the P e rsonage who 
addressed me said that all their Creeds were an abomination in his 
sight, that their professors were all corrupt, that they draw near to 
me with their laps but their hearts are far from me, they teach for 
doctrines the commandments of men, having a form of Godliness but they 
deny the power thereof .** He again forbade me to join with any of them 
and marff niore things did he say unto me which I cannot write at this 
. . . ^unclear word7 time. 
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• • . 6n the evening of the above mentioned twenty first of September, 
after I had retired to my bed for the night I betook myself to prayer 
and supplication to Almighty God for forgiveness of all my sins and 
follies, and also for a manifestation to me that I might khow <$£ my 
state axid standing before i£m* lor I had fully confidence in obtaining 
a devine (sic) manifestation as I had previously had one. While I 
was thus in the act of calling upon God, I discovered a light appear- 
ing in the room which continued to increase untill (sic) the room was 
lighter than at noonday when immediately, a personage appeared at my 
bedside standing in the air for his feet did not touch the floor* He 
had on a loose robe of most exquisite whiteness. It was a whiteness 
beyond any earthly I had ever seen, nor do I believe that any earthly 
thing could be made to appear so exceedingly white and brilliant. His 
hands were naked and his arms also a little above the wrist. So also 
were his feet naked as were his leggs a little above the anj^les* His 
head and neck were also bare, I could discover that he had no other col 
clothing on but this robe as it was open so that I could see into his 
bosom. Not only was his robe exceedingly white but his whole person 
was glorious beyohd description, J&id his countenance truly like 
lightning. The room was exceedingly Jdght, but no so very bright as 
immediately around his person, When I first looked upon him I was 
afraid, but the fear soon left me. He called me by name and said unto 
me that he was a messenger sent from the presence of God to me and 
that his name was Moroni*'' 

Time~laBse aspect 

One of the problems in connection with the story's authenticity 

is the time-Japse between the events and the written accounts, Joseph 

Smith reported that the first vision took place in 1820. Joseph Smith's 

journal story of his visions was first published in the Times and Seasons, 

the Church's official publication, March 15> 1842, As the narration shows, 

this story was dictated May 2 g 1838 , A much shorter account by Joseph 

was published just two weeks previously, March 2, 1842, in the same paper 

and is known as the ¥ e ntwort h Le tter, Some accounts authored by those 

other than Joseph Smith were published prior to 1842, although not prior 

to 1840, and will be treated in the body of the thesis and listed in the 

Appendix. It is also notable that Joseph Smith evidently attempted to 

dictate an account of these experiences as early as approximately 1833. 



'See Appendix A, pp. 7-12. 
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This via a never corrected, completed, or published ♦ It is found in Appendix 
D of this thesis. 

John A. Widstoe, a biographer of Joseph Smith and an apostle of the 
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, made the following comment re- 
garding the time-jbapse problem: 

Because this "first vision" was not published by the Prophet in printed 
form (18^2) until after the Prophet began his "history," in 1838, the 
conclusion has been offered that the whole story is a fabrications that 
it did not occur j that it was invented to bolster up the Prophet's 
claims to revelation. It is much the same as to say that the doings 
of Jesus are fiction because the gospels recounting them were not writ- 
ten until after the death of Jesus, or that Abraham Lincoln was not a 
rail-splitter because the story of his youth was not printed until he 
was a mature man. It is a new and astonishing historical dictunu^ 

Secrecy &spect 

Posible reasons why Joseph's story was not put into written foam 
until eighteen years after its occurrence and then not published until four 
years later require attention . It is recognized, however, that the follow- 
ing are only possible, though logical, explanations. The fact still re- 
mains that Joseph Smith recorded other revelations as they happened, even 
preparing some of them for publication as early 183U The book of Com- 
mandments which came from the press in 1 833 contained many of these revela- 
tions and it is a question for speculation whether or not Joseph Smith 
intended to publish the account which he apparently began to dictate about 
that year. 

Joseph did not tell his story promiscuously^ in fact, as he stated 
in the beginning of his fetory, it was only because of the many rumors 
which were circulated that he felt compelled to write it in the first place. 



2 John A. Widstoe, Gospel Interpretations (Salt Lake City: Boo- 
crafb, 1947), p. US* 

3s§§ Appendix A. p. 4# 
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At the semi-annual conference of the Church at Far West, Missouri, October 
25, the clerk of the conference paraphrased Joseph Smith's remarks: 

. . . it was not intended to tell tlcm world all the particulars of the 
coming forth of the Book of Mormon; and also . ♦ . it was not ex- 
pedient for him to relate these thihgs.4- 

As a part of the dictated history of the begiiming of the church* Joseph 
also stated: 



In the meantime we were forced to keep secret the circumstances of 
haiing received the Priesthood and our having been baptized, owing 
to a spirit of persecution which had already manifested itself in the 
neig hborhood • * 

By implication this might also include other spiritual manifestations. 

The history of Jgseph Smith written by his mother includes her 
son's story of the vision precisely as he recorded it. At the end of ac- 
account is the following eomment concerning the importance of secrecy. 

♦ . # accordingly, by sunset the next day, we were all seated and 
Joseph commenced telling us the great and glorious things which God 
had manifested to him; but, before proceeding, he charged us aob to 
mention out of the family that which he was about to say to us, as 
the world was so wicked that when they came to a knowledge of these 
things they would try to take our lives; and that when we should obtain 
the plates, our aames would be cast as evil by all people. Hence 
the necessity of suppressing these things as much as possible, until 
the time should come for them to go forth to the world. 

These things, of course, pertain to experiences other than the visi- 



Smith 



that personal spiritual experienc 



from the general publ±c. 



xplanation for hi 



long hesitation in tellihg the very special and sacred story 



^Joseph Smith, History of the Church (hereafter referred t< 
D.H.CU), (Salt Lake City* Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day 
1948), I, 220. 

5lb$d., 1, 43-44. 

6 Lucy Mack Smith, History of Joseph Smith, ed. by Preston : 
(Salt Lake City: Stevens and Wallis, Inc., 1945)* p* 82. 
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appearance of the Father and the Son* 

It is possible that Joseph Smith kept this vision a secret because 
he felt that communications of this nature were to be treated as sacred and 
not to be made public at first. This thought is reflected in an article dated 
June 15, 1842, on the subject of the Holy Ghost in which the Mormon Prophet 
discussed his ideas on God's methods of communication between God and man: 

The manifestations of the gift of the Holy Ghost, the ministering of 
angels, or the development of the power, majesty or glory of God were 
very seldom manifested publicly, and that generally when angels have 
come, or God has revealed Him-self , it haw been to individuals in pri- 
vate, or their chamber; in the wilderness or fields, and that generally 
without noise or tumult. The angel delivered Peter out of prison in the 
dead of night; came to Paul unobserved by the rest of the crewj appeared 
to Mary and Elizabeth without the knowledge of others; spoke to John the 
Baptist whilst the people around were ignor&nt of it. "When Elisha saw 
the chariots of Israel and the horsemen thereof, it was unknown to others. 
When the Lord appeared to Abraham it was at his tent door; when the 
angels went to Lot, no person knew them but himself, which was the case 
probably with Abraham and his wife; when the Lord appeared to Moses, it 
was in the burning bush, in the tabernacle, or in the mountain top; 
Elijah was taken in a chariot of fire, it was unobserved by the world; 
and when he was in a cleft of a rock, there was loud thunder, but the 
Lord was not in the thunder; there was an earthquake, but the Lord was 
not in the earthquake; and then there was a still, small voice> which was 
the voice of the Lord, saying, "What doest thou heqr, Elijah? The Lord 
cannot always be known by the thunder of His voice, by the display of 
His glory or by the manifestation of His power; and those are the least 
prepared to meet them, and were the Lord to manifest %s power as He 
did to the children of Israel, such characters would be the first to say, 
#Let not the Lord speak anymxnre, lest we His people die ."7 

There are also some who interpret certain Biblical passages to suggest 
the importance of secrecy about some things. M To you it is given to know 
the secrets of the kingdom of heaven," Christ told a few of his disciples, 
"But to them it is not given." 8 Again in Johnj "If I have told you earthly 
things, and ye believed not," said the Lord, "How shall ye believe if I tell 
you of heavenly things. "9 



^Joseph Smith, D.H«C, V, 30-31 . 
%att. 7:6. 



9 John 3:12. 
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After eighteen years, Joseph Smith apparently felt that the need for 
secrecy had passed. No effort was made from that time forth to keep silent 
on the visitations. It is conceivable, too, that some of the details of 
the visions were never intended to be made public and remained secret, known 
only to Joseph* 
Problem of Secondary Sources 

An interesting note found in Joseph Smith's dictated writings under 
date of May 30, 1838, states: fl The First P r esidency were engaged in writing 
the Church history and in recitation of grammar lessons, which recitations 
at this period were usually attended each morning before writing."' ^ 

It appears that men other than Joseph Smith had something to do with w 
with writing the history of the church. The counselors in the First Presi- 
dency and the clerk, having written part of the church history and having 
known the story of the visions, would be in a position to correct any error 
that might have crept into the record. The men who served as counselors to 
Joseph Smith at this time were Sidney Rigdon (1833-1844) and Hyrum Smith 
( 1 837-1 841). The clerk was George W. Robinson (1 838-1 840). There is no 
evidence to indicate that these men varied from the story as published by 
Joseph Smith except in the case of the Nephi-Moroni problem which is treated 
in Chapter III of this thesis. 

Joseph 1 s account was dictated to his scribe on May 2, 1838. After 
this adcount was printed, some of the writers of the secondary accounts 
had access to it as well as the information they received from continuous 
association with Joseph Smith. John Taylor, one who was closely associated 
with Joseph Smith, stated: rt I can tell you what he ^Joseph Smith7 told 

10 

Joseph Smith, D.H.C*, III, 26. 
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me about it /the visions/* 11 



may be expe 



some discrepancies in the various narrations. These secondary source 
interesting since some of them contain details which Joseph Smith 
did not incorporate into his own written account. It must be assumed 



that these details are either (1) additional facts that Joseph told orally 
but did not incorporate into his written account, or (2) embellishments 
by the authors which were original with them and not necessarily what 
Joseph related. 

Skeptics have tried to show that the names and number of the per- 



Ji •••/■.. 



sonages who appeared were not Bade clear in the reports and accused Joseph 




and his family and friends of fabricating the story • Various detailed ad- 
ditions in the secondary sources have been classified by some as intentional 



changes. Some accounts have been described as confusing. Many writers 



J I ^Ifi aiiip ^.M ■.v^—.W-i;-,,,- 



claim that Joseph's Experience was a result of environment and his youthful 
imagination. Acusations of fraud based on hypnosis, hallucinations, 
dreams and pure prevarications havehbeen hurled at him. On the other hand 
Joseph Smith never seemed to have changed the essential elements of his 



story during his lifetime and was called upon to die a martyr 1 s death t< 

seal his witness. 

The contributions of these secondary accounts are very Valuable. 
J D seph Smith published his account only in the Times and Seasons and in 



the Wentworth Letter. If his story were true, however, it would be 
natural for him to have spoken of those experiences to his close assoc; 
Since Joseph gave his story publicly only a few times, these secondary 



11 Brigham loung, et al.« Journal of Discourses (Hereafter referred 
to as Journal of Discourses,) (London, F. D. and S. W. Richards, 1854-1886), 
XXI, 1 61 . 
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sources add much valuable detail. For the believer they make the story 



more complete. 



-will be made in this thesis to prove or disprove 



Snath's story. An analysis mil be made of the visions and it will be 
pointed out that the jD£ifljgry source, Joseph Smith, did not vary in telling 



his account and died without refuting or denying the association he had Kith 
heavenly messengers. As to the secondary accounts, the analysis will ex- 
tend to comparing the retold fetories with the priinary source pointing out 




the differences, apparent embellishments and additions. This should help 
to determine if the story is supported by adequate testimony. 

Enviornment Of Joseph Smitjs 
Members of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints interpret 
the following words of Joel as pertaining to the environment of this day 
and age when he said: M Iour old men shall dream dreams, your young men 
shall see visions • . . and I will shew wonders in the heavens and in the 
earth. f ^ 2 As the first President of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter 



day Saints, Joseph is acknowledged as a prophet, seer, and revelator 
to the millions who have become ©embers of that church. 



The Smith family, consisting of the parents and eight children, 
migrated in 181$ from the State of Vermont to W stern New York. They 
first lived in Palnyra, which had been settled for only twenty-five y 
Later they moved to Manchester, a nearby town. 

In the 1820 ! s the life of the ordinary W§stern American family 

- M 

j ■ 

centered on the home and, if the family were religious, the church. 
Religion seemed to be the topic of conversation in many gathering, 



l2 Joel 2:28, 30 
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although less than fifteen percent of the population actually belohged to 
any church* The religious atmosphere became exciting and some of the dis- 
cussions resulted in the flaring of tempers and even more violent outbursts. 
In the words of Joseph Smith: 

Sometime in the second year after our removal to Manchester, there was, 
in the place where we lived, an unusual excitement on the subject of 
religion* It commenced with the Methodists, but soon becajne general 
among all the sects in that region* Indeed, the whole district of our 
country seemed affected by it, and great multitudes united themselves 
to the different religious parties, which created no small stir and di- 
vision amongst the people, some crying, tt Lo, here" and others, M Lo, 
there!" Some ^vere contending for the Methodist faith, some for the 
Presbyterian, and some for the Baptist* 

For, notwithstanding the great love which the converts to these 
different faiths expressed at the time of their conversion, and the 
great zeal manifested by the respective clergy, who were active in 
getting up and promoting this extraordinary scene of religious feeling, 
in order to have everybody converted, as they were pleased to call it, 
let them join what sect they pleased; yet when the converts began to 
let them join what sect they pleased; yet when the converts began to 
file off, some to one party and some to another, it was seen that 
the seemingly feood feelings of both the priests and the converts were 
m ore prete nded than real for a scene of great confusioh and bad feelings 
o?T>oth the^prTe st s an3T the converts were more pretended than real for 
a scene of great confusion and bad feelihg. ensued - priest contending 
against priest, and convert against convert; bo that all their good 
feelings one for another, if they ever had any, were entirely lost 
ih a strife of words and a contest about opinions* 13 

It should be observed that many revivals of Western New York were 
different in character from some of the violent, body-trwi sting demonstra- 
tions typical of areas such as Kentucky* New York revivals were seldom 
accompanied by extreme bodily contortions but were more refined in nature 
and accompanied by much praying* 

"Whitney Cross, a noted historian, describes the conditions: 

This was a period of revivals and enthusiasm. The great awakening of 
the 1740's and the religious fervor of the 1790 f s left lasting Im- 
pressions upon the country, but after the War of 1812, the religious 
upheavals surpassed all previous experiences. It appears that 
Western New York was more intensively engaged in revivalism than 



1 3smith, D* H. C, I, 2-3* 
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were other portions of the Northeast 

Gustive Larson, a prominent Mormon historian* observes in his re- 
cording of Mormon beginnings that competition between religious denomina- 
tions resulted in numerous camp meetings which drew thousands frojd the 
countrysides ♦ Some attended out of curiosity but many came charged with 
excitement expecting divine manifestations* * $ 

Lowry Nelson, sociologist and historian, describes the purpose of 
these reivials: 

The essential idea in these revivals was the Millennium and the Second 
Coming along with the restoration of Pentecostal manifestations, 

Bnotional instability, literal acceptance of the Bible as revelation, 
renewed interest in the prophecies of the Old and New Testaments, 
characterized the peoples of the sections of New York and Ohio, in which 
Mormonism had its formative years. - ! 6 

It should be noted that these revivals at times resulted in some 
good. Many excellent men have traced their sincere piety, which distin- 
guished them through life, to such an origin. Many revival enthusiasts, 
howefer, became affected only during the life of the current meetings, and 
then went back to their normal living. There was also the danger that the 
genuine enthusiaam of some might provoke hypocrisy in others. 

It was during one of these revival periods that four of the Smith 
family were influenced and united with the Presbyterian Church* Joseph 
says that in his early life he "became womewhat partial to the Methodist 
sect J 1 ^ He also started that he was not able to decide which church was 

1 ^Whitney Cross, The Burned Dver District, the Social and Intel- 
lectual History of Sithusiastic Religion in Western New York, 1 800-1 850 

(Ithica: Cornell University Pres?, 1950), pp. 11-12. 

^Gustive 0. Larson, Outline History of Utah and The Mormons (Salt 
Lake City: Deseret Book Company, 1958), p. 20. 

l6 Lovjry Nelson, The Mormon Village (Salt Lake City: University of 
Utah Press, 1952), pp. 33-34. 

''See Appendix A. p. 6. 
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right • 



many 



environmental conditions 



people living at this time. He wrote: 



The revival started the latter part of April, before the rural people 
could get onto their land to begin spring plowing, which gave the 
farmers a chance to attend the meetings* Even business and professional 
men neglected their work and all but shut up shop. By the first of 
May, the revival was well under way, with scores of people confessing 
religion, and each new convert becoming a self-appointed missionary to 
solicit friend and neighbor!!. The prevailing question among people of 
the neighborhood was, "What shall I do to be saved?" 

During the second week in May the revival began to show signs of 
breaking up, and the many converts were solicited by the different 
preachers to join their respective churches. This caused considerable 
rivalry and contention among the ministers. So warm did this contention 
become, that harsh accusations were hurled by certain of their numbers. 
It was during this stqge that one of the Methodist ministers took his 
text from the first chapter of James, fifth and sixth verses, which 
reads as follows: "If any of you lack wisdom let him ask of God, that 
giveth to all men liberally and upbraidetji not; and it shall be given 
unto him. But let him ask in faith nothing waivering." The minister 
made a special appeal to those who were yet undecided, those who could 
nfcrt make tip their minds and were procrastinating the day of the re- 
pentance. It was rather effective and found ready response with a young 
lad named J seph Smith, Jr., who was present. ... He felt more con- 
Germed about salvation than ever before, but could not account for the 
contention among the ministers. Joseph Smith at this time was fourteen 
years of age and had never made thfe teachings of the respective churches 
of the vicinity a minute study, hence he did not know that there was 
any particular difference in their doctrine but he felt much concerned 
as to which church he should join. The family Bible and the "Christian 
Almanac 14 with the patent medicine recipes, Bade up the principal 
reading matter of the average home during the pioneer days of Palmyra, 
and when he got home that evening he got the family Bible and looked up 
the first chapter of James and read the minister ! s text. • # ♦ He 
read it again and again, and the more he read it thb more it impressed 
itself on his mind. He lacked wisdom. He was worried, and wanted to 
know whic|i of the churches was right, and which he should join. He 
definitely made up his mind to take James, who spoke for the Lord, at 
his word, and carry out his ins truct ions. He could scarcely sleep 
during the night for thinking about it, and even made up his mind where 
he would go put it to the test.1° 

These were the times when the religion was taught constantly simply 



1 Millard Bean, A« B. C. History of Palmyra and the Beginning of Mo: 
monism (Palmyra, N. I.: Palmyra Courier Co., Inc., 1938), PP» 21-24. 
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earnestly. The people became excited over the sinful 



kind a,nd many of their souls yearned for religious satisfaction. A religious 
revolution seemed to be in the air. A recent work in American history states 
the following: 

men ! s minds had become unsettled, visions of a new moral world had 
come down upon them. Tradition had lost its hold, and transition its 
terors. ' 



Joseph Smith's mother recorded in her writings that the Smith family 
for many generations back had had independent natures which led them con- 
stantly to seek truth. Joseph Smith's paternal grandfather, Asael Smith, 
of Topsfield, Massachusetts, was very liberal in his views. Asael could 
not reconcile the conflicting creeds of the sects with scripture. His advice 
to his family was to search the scriptures and consult sound reasoh. 

Joseph Smith's mother likewise maintained her independence, despite 
the efforts of the ministers. She refused to acknowledge any spiritual 
authority greater than the scripture and her private convictions. She also 
said that spiritual manifestations and serious thought were part of her 
ancestor's everyday living. God and the many teachings comprising the 
gospel were an inspiring force among the Smith family many generations prior 



Smith. Joseph Smith 



claimed 



to have visions which have been recorded and give indication of his spirit 



uality. 



.am Smith, last surviving brother to Joseph Smith 



My mother, who was a very pious woman and much interested in the we, 
fare of her children, both here and hereafter, made use of every me; 
which her parental love could suggest, to get us engaged in seeking 



1 9john R, Commons, et al., Documentary History of American 
trial Society (Cleveland: Arthur H. Clark Company, 1910), V, 20 

20 Preston Nibley, Joseph Smith the Prophet (Salt Lake City 
Deseret News Press, 1946), pp« 1-50. 
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for our soul's salvation, . . . She prevailed on us to attend the 
meetings, and aLnost the whole family became interested in the matter, 
and seekers after tra&Iu ♦ . . This extraordinary excitement prevailed, 
not only in our neighborhood, but throughout the whole country, Great 
numbers were converted. 

It is difficult to determine the amount of influence all this had on 
Joseph Smith. It is quite obvious from his own story that deep impressions 
were made. According to his mother, Joseph was much less inclined to the 
readins of books than any of the other children • He was more inclined 
towards meditation and deep fctudy. He was not^?orbid, but rahter cheerful 
and mature beyond his years. He was neither terrified by the threats of 
revivalists into an acceptance of their dogmas nor driven by their divisions 
into unbelief in revealed religion. The question with him seemed to be, 
"Which of all the churches is the Church of Christ?" 22 



Joseph Smith's boyhood was spent in clearing, preparing and culti- 
vating the acreage of the family's home in Manchester. He would sell the 
chopped wood resulting from the clearing of their heavily timbered land. 
A Mormon. Francis Kirkham, adds his description to the boy's early enviroh 



mental analysis: 

Joseph Smith grew to manhood among Bod's noblemen, men of faith, self- 
reliance, initiative and determination. They worked twelve flours a day 
with hand tools to build their homes and supply food and clothing for 
their families. Travel for pleasure was unknown. The first railroad 
had not yet competed with the horee^drawn vehicle. Roads were poor 
and usually maintained by a tax or a toil. • • . In addition to the 
Bible, one might find in the home, the almanac, and a few books of 
travel. Children went to school for about three months a year, until 
they could read, write, and cipher. Modern science was unknown, persons 
suffering with fever were denied water, and people were bled when blood 
infusion would have saved their lives. Children died from communicable 
disease?, now prevented by inoculation. People lived near to nature 
and believed in the love and mercies of God. 23 



21 See Appendix H, p. 2. See Appendix A, p. 6. 

23Francis M. Kirkham, A Hew Witness for Christ in America (indepen- 
dence, Jackson County, Missouri: Zion's Printing and Publishing Co., 

1942), pp. 36-37. 
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These environmental influences must have had their affect upon young Jos 
Smith in his impressionable years* 
Religious Doctrines Taught 

In the religious excitement of the age many doctrines were ex- 
punded. As George S. Tanner points out, some religious issues later 
developed into Mormon theology were major points of discussion among re- 
ligious leaders: 



Among Mormon ideas which had their counterparts in other religious move* 
ments was the desire to restore the ancient organization and practices 
of the Church of Christ. Even Roger Williams had recognized the need 
of Apostles, and had stated that until God set than there would not 
be the authority of God upon the earth. The Separate Baptists in the 
South actually chose Elder Samuel Harris as an apostle in 1774* and 
all the ministers present laid their hands on his head and ordained 
him to that office. AMut 1800, Able M. Sargent founded a sect in 
Southern Ohio and gathered around himself twelve apostles, mostly wo- 
men. 24 



A Latter-day Saint Church publication, The Millennial Star, further 
points out: 

In England, between the years 1830 and 1835, a sect known as the 
Irvingites believed that twelve apostles among the gentiles were nece 
sary in preparation for Christ ! s second coming and had appointed the 
twelve by 1835. The Irvingite leaders also received revelations, pre 
dieted the future, and had the gift of healing and the gift of tongue 

Joseph Smith never claimed to have a monoply on the truth. *t 



appears, however, that many of his religious teachings were unique, 
ly the concept of the Godhead* with the Father and Son separate per 
of flesh and bones and the Holy Ghost as a third member, as a spiri 
new. Also the (judgement of three degrees of glory, premortal exist 
temple work, location of the Garden of Eden, salvation of the dead, 



George Shepherd Tanner, "The Religious Environ] 
monism Arose" (unpublished Master 1 s Thesis, University of Chicago, June 

1931), PP* 21 j 77-79. 

25 Millennial Star, July, 1863 
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church 



cept of "Zion," gospel taught prior to Christ were all singular features 
of the doctrine of Joseph Smith. 

The elaboration and clarification that Joseph Smith made on all the 



expounded could, of course, be listed, documented 



pared, but that is not the purpose of this treatise. It would be sufficien 
to summarise by suggesting that Mormons acknowledge the idea that a great 
deal of revelation from God to man comes in response to man ! s needs and his 
search for truth. Since factors in the environment influence man ! s needs 



and interests, certainly revelatioh would come, in many instances, as a re- 
sult of these factors. Mormons would argue that most of the great revelations 
have come to man because someone asked. According to the Bible Moses and 



other spiritual leaders of ancient dayds feked for direction before the Lord 
revealed his will. The way the Lord seems to function is to wait for man to 
realize a need; then He reveals and instructs. Joseph Smith stated that 
he had to ask which church was right before the answer came. Therefore, 
it seems to be man's need which opens the heavens and allows communication 



to flow between God and man, through inspiration, dreams and even visions. 

Almost with an attitude of prophecy, in an adress delivered be- 
fore the senior class of the Divinity School of Harvard University of July 
15* 1838, Ralph Waldo Bnerson, one of the greatest minds of J seph Smith's 
time, described the religious conditions in the United States and yearned 
for modern revelations. He stated: 



was neverereater for new revelation 



£bhere has been a/ universal decay, if not almost death of faith ; 
society. ... I look for the hour when the supreme Beauty which 
ravished the souls of those Eastern men, and chiefly of those Heb: 
and through their lips spoke Oracles to all times, shall speak in 
West also. . • »2o 



953) 



Carpenter, Ekaerson 
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Church and one who knew Joseph Smith 



intimately, describes Jgseph's situation: 

What were the circumstances that enabled him to have manifestations 
from Heaven at that early period of his life? He was very anxious, 
as most of mankind are, to be saved; and he was also very anxious to 
understand how to be saved. But on this point he was at a loss, he did 
not understand the way to be saved. He was a farmer's boy ; he was 
not brought up and educated in high schools, academies or colleges ; he 
was merely a poor farmer's boy #27 

Under all of these environmental influences Joseph records that 
he was moved to go into the woods to pray for an answer to his religious 
problems. Certainly J c seph Sinith's environment, whether natural or creates 
by God, became an important influence in establishing the Mormon faith* 

Theological Importance of the Visions 

According to Biblical history, visions and dreams have constituted 



oramunication between God and man xn 



Priesthood. The scrij>j)imes record that to Adaj 
God revealed His will and gave commandments. Enoch spoke face to face with 
the Lord, who counselled him. 28 According to the Book of Mormon account, 



vision of history and prophecy aoncerranj 



men. 2 ^ To lY^ses, God revealed His will through a physical manifestation 
of fire. 30 Lehi was instructed by dreams, regarding his future in the land 



America 



31 The Old Testament prophets were favored similarly 



Jacob, 32 Job, 33 Jereaniah, 34 Ezekiel, 35 D a niel,36 Habakkuk,37 and Zechariah.3# 



2 ?Journal of Discourses,XII, 353 ♦ 2 %gses 6:27-39 



2 ®Ehher 3. 
3 1 I Nephi 2:2-4* 
33 Job 4:12-21. 
35Ezekial 1 :1 » 
37nabakkuk 2:2,3. 



39Bxx>dus 3*2. 
32Grenesis 46:2. 
34jeremiah 1:11-16. 
36Daniel 7, 8. 
38£echariah 1:8-11. 
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dispensation of the Meridian of Time 



earth, was characterised by many examples of the Lord speaking, inspiring 
instructing in person. His birth and that of His cousin, John the Ban- 



visitations from heavenly messengers 



communications that have 



between God and man in the existing histories, there are some who state 
that the experience which Joseph Smith reported could be considered one 



of the greatest and most outstanding scriptural stories known to man. Le- 
ns exajtnine the siutiatoh to see if there is any credibility to hhis asser 



tion. 



Joseph Smith's account is unique in that the Father and the Son 



and they both spoke. To those who 




the Book of Mormon as authentic, nowhere in\thes^ histories do we have 
another example that parallels this experience in this respect. Paul the 
apostle had an experience, but he declared only that si single member of 
Deity appeared. The apostle Peter's relationship to the Lord was simi- 
lar in that respect.^ John's revelation recorded in his book must 
have been a -unique experience, but as far as the text states, we learn 



that God alone revealed it to him. 



41 




A few scriptural examples of th 



Godhead are as follows: 




of two members of the 



And Jesys, when He was baptized, went up straighway out of the 
water; and, lo, the heavens were opened unto him, and He saw the 
Spirit of God descending like a dove, and lighting upon him; and 
lo a voice from heaven, saying, This is my beloved Son, in whom I 
well pleased. 

This scriptural story vels repeated tsy Mark and Luke and was 



3%cts 16:9. 



^Revelation 1:1-2 



^°Acts 10:10-16. 
42Matthew 3 s 1 6, 17 
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confirmed ih most details in each gospel. The Savior of the world 
was baptized in the water; the voice of the Father was heard and a symbol, 
the dove, gave representation of the Holy Ghost. Since (a^toree^members 
of the Godhead were represented, this event was also unique and unparal- 
leled in scriptural history* 

Another outstanding example is seen in the description of the 
transfiguration. Jesus took Peter, James and John and ascended a high 
mountain. With this privacy, Jesus left the apostles and, alone, communed 
with His Father. As a result wf His prayer, He was glorified, so much so 
that His countenance was altered and His raiment glistened. "His face 
did shine as the sun and His garments became shining, exceeding white as 
snow, so as no fuller on earth can white them. 11 Thus Jesus was trans- 
figured before the three disciples. With Jesus were two personages, Elijah 
and Moses. The Lord conversed with these two glorified personages con- 
cerning His death, as the three apostles listened intently. Peter entered 
into the conversation with a proposition to erect a memorial reverencing 
this wonderful occasion. A bright cloud overshadowed them, and a voice 
out of the cloud said, tt This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased, 
hear ye Him. 11 This was the Eternal Father, introducing and sanctioning the 
manifestation. The apostles fell prostrate. Jesus touched them and 
told them not to be afraid. When they looked, they saw they were alone 

with the Savior; the whole experience was over and the disciples were left 

43 

with a greater understanding of the Savior f s mission. In this exper- 
ience the three men witnessed evidences of the two members of the Godhead, 

but saw only one of them. 

Recorded in the Book of Mormon are details of the appearance of 

43 Matthew 17:1-8. 
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Savior to some of the ancient inhabitants of the American Continent* 
fulfillment of promises made, Christ appeared to the Npehites in the 
d of Bountiful. Just prior to Jesus 1 appearance, a voice was heard 
ee times; twice it was unintelligible: the third tdjne it was distinct 



>ld ray Beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased, in whom I have glori 
my name; hear ye Him*** As the intent multitude gased upwards they 
.d the personage of the resurrected Jesus Christ, their Redeemer an 



Savior. He spoke and inspired them so much that the multitude 



themselves before Him. Again we witness a scriptural story with two per- 
sonages in evidence, yet only the Son showing His body. 44 

The only other instance that is available to us in religious 
history is that of Stephen, the martyr. As Stephen bore his last testimony 
to mortal man, the persecutors threw stones at him and thirsted for his 
blood. At this moment, Stephen, energised by the Holy Ghost, looked 
steadfastly upward and exclaimed, "B ehold, I see the heavens opened and 

the Son of Man standing on the right hand of God." After this vision, 

L5 

Stephen prayed, "Lord, Jesus, receive my spirit Thus, in Stephen's 
experience, two of the Deity were shown in vision with no speaking or 
personal message evidenced. 

In Joseph Smith's experience he states that both the Father and 
the Son manifested themselves and communicated with hi#i 

• . . exerting all my power to call upon God to deliver me out of 
the power of this enemy which had seized upon me, and at the very mo- 
ment when I was ready to sink into despair and abandon myself to 
destruction — not fcn an imaginary ruin but to the power of sane actual 
being from the unseen world, who had such marvelous power as I had never 
before felt in any being — just at this moment of great alarm, I saw 
a pillar of light exactly over my head, above the brightness of the 
sun, which descended gradually until it fell upon me. 

It no sooner appeared than I found myseLff delivered from the 



^hird Nephi 1 1 . 



^cts 7:55-60. 
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enemy which held me bound. When the light rested upon me I saw two 

personages, whose brightness and glory defy all description, standing 
above me in the air. One of them spake unto me, calling me by name, 
and said, pointing to the other, "This is my beloved Son, hear him."^ 

Following this* the other personage, Jesus Christ gave instruc- 
tions to Joseph Smith. Joseph claimed that this was the first event in 
the restoration of the fuibaess of the gospel to the earth in this dispen- 
sation. Joseph Smith told the world that he both saw and heard God the 
Eternal Father and His Son, Jesus Christ # ^ Joseph Smith f s followers 



^See Appendix B. 

H ' < There are two references in apocryphal literature alluding to 
the appearance of the Father and the Son* The Didache, or Teaching of the 
Twelve Apostles, is one of the most important discoveries of the second 
half of the nineteenth century. There are several references in early 
Christian literature to a book with this or a similar title. As it stands, 
the Didache may be described as a manual of Church instruction. 

In the last chapter of the Didache, the author describes the condi- 
tions that will exist in the w last days:' 1 

Then s|cl11 the creation of mankind come to the fiery trail and many 
shall be offended and be lost, but they will endure in their faith 
shall be saved by the curse itself. And then shall appear the signs of 
truth. First the sign spread out in the Heaven, then the sign of 
the sound of the trumpet* and thirdly the resurrection of the dead: 
but not of all the dead, but as it was said, "The Lord shall ccme and 
all His saints with Him. 1 * Then shall the world see the Lord coming 
on the clouds of Heaven. 



Kirshopp Lake, The Apostolic Father?, Trans. William Hinemann 
(London; The Macmillan Co., 1912), p. 333* 

Since this apocryphal literature gives a prophecy of the future, and lists 
the commng attractions in somewhat of an order, I would like to further 
analyse the sign that the author listed as taking place first in the last 
days. He states, ,f the sign spread out in the Heaven, 11 This interpreta- 
tion agrees with the translation of the Greek word, "Ekpetasis* found in 
the Greek text. However, when we look at the Greek-English Lexicon we^ 
find their interpretation as being "an opening in the heaven." Combining 
these two renditions of the Greek text, there is enough similarity to the 

event of the visions of Joseph Smith to merit consideration. 

o 

There is another interesting situation reported in the Efchiopic 
manuscript, The Galilean Testament of our Lord Jesus Christ. In this 
apocryphal writing an interrogation takes place between the apostles and^ 
the Savior after His resurrection. Discussion centers about the millennium, 
a£d the disciples ask Christ about His second coming. The resurrected 
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maintained that the knowledge obtained in the First Vision is the most im- 
portant information man has received from God since the resurredtion of the 
Lord and that it became the foundation of all the ordinances, commandments 
and blessings of former ages which were subsequently restored in this age, 
Joseph account suggests that the certainty he had of the reality of the 
vision was a main factor in giving him the necessary strength to withstand 
all obstacles and persecutions which fell his lot during his short life. 



Redeemer states that His Father will come during the passover time of the 
year» Some translators go So far as to state that text reveals 
that Father and the Son will both come in that season of the year* 

Although some precautions have to be taken, there is a relationship 
here that may very apply, Joseph Smith claimed that he did have a 
vision of the Father and the Son together j he also claimed that it did oce 
cur in the Passover season of the year and it was the next appearance of 
Deity after the ascension. Wright, Catologue of the Bbhiopic Manuscript 
in the British Museum, Trans, (London, 1877), P» 270, Antoine Abbadie, 
Biblioteque Nationale, pp, 60, 100, 199. 



CHAPTER TOO 



THE VISITATION OF THE FATHER AND THE SON 



Joseph's Age 



oseph Smith declared in his story- 



had 



1 



His story concerning his ar:e remained 



journal entry dated November 



This afternoon, Erastus Holmes, of Newbury, Ohio, called on me to 
inquire about the establishment of the Church, and to be instructed 
inedoctrine more perfectly. 

I gave him a brief relation of my experience while in rgy ju- 
venile years, say from six years old up to the time I received my 
first vision, which was when I was about fourteen years old; also the 
revelations that I received afterwards concerning the Book of Mormon, 

and a short account of the rise and progress of the Church up to this 
date .2 



was born in December 



occurr 



the spi:ing of 1820, he would heve been approximately fourteen years and 
three to five months of age at the time. Orson Pratt confirms Joseph's 



summary history^ as does Orson Hyde's account 



The Visiin 



William Smith, a brother to J seph Smith, said that Joseph was 
influenced by a sermon given by Reverend Lane, a Methodist minister. 5 
The minister chose for part of his text the passage in James 1:5, where 

ed that if he lacks wisdom* he should ask God. Jos 



'g$ee Appendix A. p» 5» 
%ee Appendix C, p. 2* 



2smith, D.H.C., II, p* 312* 
4see Appendix G, p. 2, 



^Deseret News, J^naary 20, 1894* P» 11 ♦ 
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did not record having heard Reverend Lane ! s sermon, but did state that 
after reading this passage in the Bible, "never did any passage of scrip 
ture come with more power to the heart of man than this did at this time 
to mine." 



that this stirring impression became the 
. him to the woods near his home* to seek 



his question, "Which 



morning of a beautiful and clear day, early in the spring 



of 1820. 



7 



After Joseph had knelt and vocally expressed his desires, uttering 
his first oral prayer, he claimed that his first feeling was that of in- 
tense depression, commonly associated with an evil force. Then in his 
greatest moment of despair he saw a pillar of light descend until it fell 
upon him. Orson Pratt enlarged upon this description by writing that 
the light was more like a fire and seemed capable of burning the tops of 



the trees: 



that the leaves of the trees were not consumed 



though its brightness, apparently, was sufficient, as he at firs- 
thought, to consume everything before it. But the trees were no' 

ted by it, and it continued to descend iintil it rested upon 
iveloped him in its glorious rays." 

next sequence in the vision as recorded by Joseph occurred 



was released from the evil influence* and standing above him 



in 



lory dified 



iting 



See Appendix A, p. 6. 



?Bean., op. cit., p. 25 • States that the vision probably took place 
in the middle part of May. 

See Appendix A, p. 7. 
9journal of Discourses, XII, p. 354» 
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other, "This is my beloved son, hear him. 1 ^ The other personage then 



concerning 



existence of the true church* For J seph ! s own account of this vision, 
refer to Appendix A* 
One Personage or Two? 



emembered that 



experienced this visitation* He apparently related his stoiy to some of 
his close friends, but did not declare it publicly at this time. For this 
reason there was no story published at that time* 

F 

Written accounts by Joseph Smith 1 s associates which were published 
later, however, seem to help substantiate the story he told. 

Some critics have taken exception to certain statements from these 
secondary sources* One such criticism is that not all accounts agree that 



there were two personages present besides Joseph*/^ In considering this issue, 




it must be pointed out that the account ofJoseph in his journal, the went 




, Orson I 



, the^^ 



Ci. 



worth Letter, Daniel Rhpp ! s history, Orson Pratt ! s account and Orswi Hyde ! s 
story were all printed, contemporary accounts (i.e. written and published 
during the life of Joseph Smith) and indicatedthat two personages appeared in 



the vision* 



In addition to the printed sources which were published during t] 
life of Joseph Smith, other writings and sermons of his close associa - 
prove valuable* Orson Pratt, for example, who knew Joseph Smith many 



was killed, in a discourse dated February 24, 1 869, de ' 



clared: 



Mien he ^Joseph Smith7 *was thus encircled about with this pillar of 
fire, his mind was caught away from every objedt that surrounded him, 



I^See Appendix A, p* 8* 
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and he was filled with the visions of the ALnighty, and he saw, in th 
midst of this glorious pillar of fire, two glorious personages, whose 
countenances shone with an exceeding great lustre* One of them spoke 
to him saying, while pointing to the other, "This is my beloved Son i: 
whom I am well pleased, hear ye him."'''' 



further investigate the declarat 



who appeared to Joseph Smith, some accounts not affiliated vdth the Mormon 
church have been consulted, A publication in England, The Bdinburg Review, 
1854> and a reprint in 1863, related this story of the vision and reported 
two personages appearing, '2 4 pamphlet published in 1844 by an anti-Mormon 
writer outlined the major parts of Joseph^ vision and wrote that two 
personages appeared. P. W. Forbes, another non-Mormon writer, stated in 
a pamphlet published in England that two personages appeared.* 4- 

ka late as 1843* the year before Joseph Smith's assassination, &e 
was interviewed by the editor of the Pittsburgh Gazette, a non-Mormon. 



this interview 



23 9 1843i Joseph was quoted as follows: 

The L rd does reveal Himself to me. I know it. He revealed Himself 
first to me when I was about fourteen years old, a mere boy. I will 
tell you about it. There was a reformation among the different re- 
ligious denominations in the neighborhood afaene I lived, a,nd I became 
serious, and was desirous to know what church to join. 

While thinking of this matter, I opened the Testament promiscuously 
on these words in James. ... I just determined to ask Him. I 
immediately went to the stump where I had struck my a^ce when I had 




quit work, and I kneeled down and prayed, saying, ,f Lord, what 
shall I join? 11 Directly I saw a light, and then a glorious per 
the light, and then another personage, and the first persona, 



11 Journal of Discourses, XII, p. 354» 

12 The Edinburg Review, No. CCII, April, 1854, PP. 7-8. (Located 
in the L. D. S. Church Historian's Office, Salt Lake City, Utah). 

Religious Impost ers (England, 1844), p. 26. (Located in the LD.S 
Church Historian's Office, Salt Lake City, Utah). 

14The M rmons of Life in Utah (Birmingham, England, P. W. Forbes, 
a.d.), p. 3.° (LOcated in the LD.S. Church Historian's Office, Salt Lake 

City, Utah). 
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to the second, "Behold my Beloved Son, hear I^m.» I then addressed 
this second person saying, "0 Lord, what church shall I join?" He 
replied, "Do not join any of them, they are all corrupt," 
then vanished. 1 ** 



The vision 



•will be observed that some of the details in this story vary 



standard account by Joseph Smith 



young 



mediately after reading the biblical passage, while in the earlier account 
the impression is left that he continued to ponder the problem for seme 
time before he prayed* The standard account, furthermore, does not mention 
that he had been chopping with an axe just before the vision • Finally, the 
standard account suggests that both personages appeared together, rather 
than one following the other. It is not known whether the embellishements 
in the later account came from Joseph Smith himself, or reflect the editor- 
ializing of the reporter. The important point here, however, is that the 
story is consistent insofar as the number of heavenly personages is concerned. 

All those closely associated with Joseph Smith seem to substantiate 
the story which he told* Edward Stevenson redords in his journal that he 
first saw the controversial leader in 1834 in Pontiac, Michigan. After he 
became a member of the church, he wrote the following in 1 093 * 

e year, 1834, in the midst of many large congregations, the 
Prophet testified with great power concerning the visit of the Father 
and the Son, and the conversation he had with them. Never before did 
I feil such power as was manifested on these occasions, and, although 
only a small percentage of those who saw and heard him accepted the re- 
stored gospel, there was not one who dare dispute it» 

On May 27, 1880 Edward Stevejison wrote in his journal: 

# ♦ . With uplifted hand he ^Joseph Smith/ said, "I am a witness that 
there is a God, for I saw Him in open day, while praying in a silent 
grove, in the spring of 1820." He further testified that God, the 
Eternal Father, pointijig to a separate personage, in the likeness of 
Himself, said, "This is my Beloved Sonj hear ye Him." how these 



■ i 



Preston Hibley, J seph Smith the Prophet (Salt Lake City, Deseret 
New Press, 1964) P» 31 • 
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words thrilled my entire system and filled me with joy unspeakable— 
to behold one who, like Paul the Apostle of olden time, could with 
boldness testify that he had been in the presence of Jesus Chrsit!l6 

John Taylor, who was intimately acquainted with Joseph Smith and 
was with him when he was killed (Taylor, himself, was critically wounded 
in the Carthage Jail), delivered a sermon in the 14th Ward, December 7, 1879. 
The report of the clerk, John Irvine, quotes John Taylor as saying: 

I can tell you what he ^Joseph §mith7 told me about it* He said that 
he was very ignorant of the ways, designs, and purpdses of God, and 
knew nothing about them; he was a youth unacquainted with religious 
matters of the systems and theories of the day. He went to the Lord, 
having read James 1 statement, . ... He believed that statement and 
went to the Lord and asked Him, and the Lord revealed himself to him, 
together with His Son Jesus, and, pointing to the latter said: "This 
is my Beloved Son, hear Him." He then asked in regard to the various 
religions with which he was surrounded. He inquired which of them was 
right, for he wanted to know the right way and to walk in it. He was 
told that none of them was right, that thqy had all departed from the 
right way, that they had forsaken §od the fountain of all living waters, 
and hewed them out cisterns, broken cisterns, that could hold no 
water. ' 

Here was a report by a reputable man who said that Joseph Smith 
had told him the story of the first vision. In a sermon delivered at 
Hooperville, June 27> 1881, and reported by George F. Gibbs. John Taylor 
further stated: 

God has restored the gospel for the purpose of bringing life and im- 
morality to light; and without the knowledge of life and immortality, 
for men cannot comprehend these principles only as they are made known 
unto them, and they cannot be revealed tnly through the medium of the 
gospel, and through obedience to the laws of salvation associated 
therewith. . . • Hence when the heavens were opened fcnd the Father 
and Son appeared and revealed until Joseph the principles of the gospel, 
and when the holy priesthood was restored and the Church and kingdom 
of God established upon this generation which it was possible for man 
to recieve. If they could comprehend it, it was the greatest blessing 
which God could confer upo© humanity. Then he sent his servants forth 
to proclaim this gospel to the nations of the earth, and he is now 
sending them forth to preach the gospel of the Son of God, to deliver 



I6j seph Grant Stevenson, "Life of Edward Stevenson" (unpublished Mas- 
ter's dissertation, Brigham Young University Library), 1955> pp. 20-22, 

1 ?Journal of Discourses, XXI, p. 161. 
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the testimony that he has given unto us. And, speaking for the 
priesthood, have we done it? We have, and we have done it in the 
name of Israelis God; and He has been with us and I know it. 18 



20th of the same year* John 



Idaho 



commencement of the work, the Father and the Son appeared t 
Smith. And when they appeared to him, the Father, pointing 



your Redeemer, your 



my Beloved Son, Hear HkiP 1 As much as to say, 
,ch and instruct you; but I refer you to Him 
High Priest and Teacher. Hear ffiLm. n 19 



latter dated in 1903* Benjamin F. Johnson, who knew 



Smith well, wrote to the Assistant Historian of the church and stated: 

Joseph Smith, of lowly birth, was a fazm boy of common class, poor, 
illiterate and without distinction other than being religiously 
inclined; he attended revivals and was in the anxious circles honestly 
seeking religion and to learn, which was the right church; and calling 
upon the lord in simple faith that he might know. Both the Father 
and the Son in a pillar of light descended, and in teaching him com- 
manded that he join no religious sect as their deed* were all an abom- 
ination in His sight. 20 

Alexander Keibaur, a teacher who instructed Joseph Smith in German 

and Hebrew, recorded in his personal journal, dated May 24> 1844* the 

story of the first vision as related to him by Joseph after a period of 



• . . 



instruction: 

^Joseph Smith7 went into the woods to pray, kneels himself down 
saw a fire toward heaven come nearer and nearer ; saw a personage in 
the fire; light complexion, blue eyes, apiece of white cloth drawn 
over his shoulders, his right arm bear /sic/; after a while another 
person came to the side of the first. 21 

As in the case of other second-hand accounts, there are some 



i%bid„ mi, p. 218. 

19ibid., XXVI, p. 106, 

20 Letter from Benjamin F. Johnson, dated 1903, written to Elder 
George F. Gibbs, Ass't Church Historian, Church Historians Office, Salt 

Lake City. 

21 Alexander Neibaur's Journal, Church Historians Office, no page, 
under date of May 24, year undated. 
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astonishing embellishments in this diary, but the major point—the appear- 
ance of two persons — is still there. 



sting note is recorded in the diary 



B&5 



statement vas made at a fast and testimony meeting February 



1893, in Southern Utah. 



2nd February, Thursday, 1993, attended Fast meeting. ♦ . . Br. 
John Alger said while speaking of the Prophet J seph, that when 
he, John, was a small boy he heard the Prophet Joseph relate his 



visioh of seeing the Father and the Son, that God t^n^fifl his &veia 



with his finger and said, "Hoseph this is my beloved Son, hear him," 
As soon as the Lord had touched his eyes with his finder he im- 
mediately saw the Savior. After Meeting a few of us questioned him 
about the matter and he told us at the bottom of the Meetine house 
steps that he was in the House of Father Smith in Kirtland when 
Joseph made this declaration; and that Joseph while speaking of it 
put his finger to his right eye, suiting the action with the words so 
as the illustrate and at the same time impress the occurrence on the 
minds of those unto whom he was speaking *2 



* • • • 



Lorenzo Snow was the fourth President of the church. Mien he was 



seventeen years of age he met and listened to Joseph Smith for the first 

time. Years later, he recorded his feelings in these words: 

As I looked upon him and listened, I thought to myself that a man 
bearing such a xronderful testimony as he did, and having such a 
countenance as he possessed, could hardly be a false prophet, 
certainly could not have been deceived, it seemed to me, and if he 
was a deceiver, he was deceiving the people knowingly; for when he 
testified that he had had a conversati&n^with Jesus the Son of God 
and had talked with Him personally, as Moses talked with God upon 
Mount Sinai, and that he also heard the 9oice of the Father, he was 
telling something that he either knew to be false or to be posi- 
tively true .3 

In some of the foregoing secondary accounts, interesting side- 
lights appeared which embellished the original story as told by Joseph 
Smith. These additions obviously cannot be verified by reference to 



Walker of date covering 



Hyrum L. Andrus, Brigham Young University 



Utah. 

23Tnrnrovement Era 
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writings of the Mormon 



eems to be consistent "with 



agree that (1) there were two personages who appeared to Joseph, (2) the 
Father spoke only a few words, after which the So£ instructed Joseph, 



similar 



to man's. 



fcn Explanation of Some Obscure Statements 



In some of the secondary sources, isolated comments or state- 
ments give the impression that it is not clear whether it was one or two 
personages that dame to the young boy, and that the identity of his visitor 
or visitors is uncertain. An analysis of the vision, assuming Joseph's 
report to be correct, shows that the communication centered on one 
of the personages more than the other, the Father is reported to have 
said only seven words, while the Son conversed upon many subjects with 



the youth. 

An example of this confusion surrounding the story of the first 
tfision comes from a discourse by John Taylor, dated March 2, 1879s 

• • • just as it was when the Prophet J seph asked the angel which 
of the sects was right that he might join it* The answer was that 

are right. What, none of them? No, We will not sto; 

to argue that question; the angel merely told him to jmin none of 
them that none of them were right 



Yet in December of the same year, John Taylor stated that there were 



many 



before. 



25 



k problem of consistency is seen in the fact that Jojjm 
referred to the heavenly messenger as an angel. Joseph Smi' 



^Journal of Discourses, XX, p. 166. 



25 



Ibid., XXI, p. 161. 
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other hand, 



him 



in response to his inquiry concerning which church is right. It is 
clear from other references, however, that John Taylor believed that 
the Father and the Son had appeared, and it is therefore safe to as- 
sume that he used the word angel to refer to Christ. That such use of t 



without precedent mi 



sermon by 



Joseph Smith on a diggerent topic: 



Jesus Christ became a ministering spirit (while His body was lying 
in the sepulchre) to the spirits in prison, to fulfill an important 
part of His mission, without which He could not have perfected His 
work, or entered into His rest. After His resurrection He appeared 
as an angel to His disciples % 

Another possible misunderstanding could be illustrated t)y the 

recorded sermon of Heber C. Kimball, an early authority of the church, 

delivered in 1857 s 



Do you suppose that God in person called upon Joseph Smith, our 
Prophet? God called upon himj but God did not cone himself and 
call, but he sent Peter to do it* Do you not see? He sent Peter 
and sent Moroni to Joseph, and told him that had got the plates, 
Did God come himself? No. He sent Moroni and told him, . . .27 



In this situation the whole sermon must be read in order to 



understand the full meaning. Heber C. Kimball took for his text on 
this occasion, ,f God Acts Through Agents." Analysis of the semion clearly 
iMicates that he taught that God had designated certain resurrected 
neraons to be resnonsible for certain aspects of the government of His 




kingdom. Heber C. Kimball pointed out that God would not come down and 
do their work since He had designated them to do it j therefore, God vail 
not come down: He will send His messengers. It seems evident that 
H p ber C. Kimball, in this sermon, was speaking of events subsequent to 



26 D.H«C. IV, p. 425. 
"journal of Discourses, VI, p. 28. 
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the first vision of J seph Smith. A sermon by Apostle Orson Hyde in 
1854 followed this seme line of reasoning: 

Some one may sa^y, "If this work of the last days be true, why did 
not the Savior come himself to communicate the intelligence to the 
world?" Because biS their angels was committed the power of reaping 
the earth, and it was committed to none else. 28 

Critics who use part of sermons to refute the story of the first 

vision must in fairness present these statements in context, relating them 

with previous and subsequent remakks, aad thus learn their true intent* 

O*?son Hyde published, in 1842, a complete aacount of the first vision, 

wherein he presented very clearly the story of the visit of the two per- 

29 

sonages. It is clear from the writings and sermons of all these men 

that they believed in the actual appearance of the Father and the Son* 

Isolated passages, therefore, must be especially interpreted in the light 

of what we know about these men and their philosophies. 

John Taylor, who became the third President of the Church of Jesus 

Christ of Latter-day Saints, has provided an insight into the philosophy 

of the followers of Joseph Smith* Said he on November 23> 1882. 

Now, it is the rule of God which is desired to be introduced upon the 
earth, and this is the reason why the Father and the Son appeared 
to Joseph Smith, why John the Baptist conferred the Aaronic Priesthood, 
why Peter, James, and John conferred the Melchiaedek priesthood, why 
Moses came to bestow the dispensation of the gathering, and why other 
manifestations have been given unto us as a people, his elect, whom 
He has chosen from among the nations #30 

John Taylor taught that it was to introduce the rule and government of 

God on earth; the order was that after God and His Son had come to usher 

in a dispensation, the messengers who hold the keys to various appects 

of the kingdom were sent to discharge certain responsibilities concerning 

2%bid., VI, p. 335. ^See Appendix G, p. 4. 

^Journal of Discourses, XXIII, p. 323* 
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their part of the government of God. 

Orson Pratt emphasized this principle when he said on December 
10, 1871 s 

• . • for when the Lgrd first revealed to that little feoy, 
he was only between fourteen and fifteen years of age. Now, can we 
imagine or suppose that a gseat imposter could be made out of a youth 
of that age, and one that could reveal the doctrine of Christ as he has 
revealed it to this generation? Would he stand forth and bear testi- 
mony that he had seen with his own eyes a messenger of light and glory, 
and that he heard the words of His mouth as they dropped from His 
lips and had received a message from the Most High, at that early age? 
And then after having declared it, to have the finger of scorn 
pointed at him with exclamations, "There goes the visionary boy! No 
visions in our day! lihy, he is deluded, he is a fanatic!" And to have 
this scorn and derision and still continue to testify, in the face 
and eyes of all this, while hated and derided by his neighbors, that 
God had sent His angel from heaven. Can you imagine that a youth 
would do this?-" 

It is evident that Orson P^att was talking about the visitation 
of the Lord in the first instance since he named Him, In the second 
instance he may or may not be referring to the L^d. This is confusing 
and must be compared with his other statements about the story, on order 
to ascertain what Pratt really believed. Comparing this quotation with 
his narrative in the Appendix, it seems that there is no contradiction; 
however, the sermon could have been more clear. 

One can begin to see that in the sermons of these men, certain 
representations must be read carefully to gain the correct meaning* 
Orson Pratt said on December 19* 1869s 

3y and by an obscure individual, a young man rose up and in the 
midst of all Christendom, proclaimed the startling news that God had 
sent an angel to him; that through his faith, prayers and sincere 
repentance he had beheld a supernatural vision, that he had seen 
a pillar of fire descend from Heaven, and saw two glorious per- 
sonages clothed upon with this pillar of fire, whose countenance 
shone like the sun at noondayj that he heard one of these personages 
say, pointing to the other, "This is ray beloved Son, hear ye Him." 
This occurred before this young man was fifteen years of age.^ 



31 ibid., XIV, p. 362. 32 Ibid., XIII, pp. 65-66. 
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epteihb 



story 



when he had his first visionj that two glorious personages appeared to 
him and identified themselves; and that later an angel appeared to him 
and showed him* in vision, the gold plates and explained their purpose. 3 

In still another discourse, Orson Pratt affirmed the visit of two 
personages who identified themselves as the Father and the Son. 



The problem of indentifying the personalities involved in the first 
vision becomes more intriguing in light of some of the statements of 
George A. Smith, cousin to the prophet and an early apostle. In a sermon 
delivered in Salt Lake, November 15> 1863, he made She following comments 



• • • the Lord answered his prayer, and revealed to Joseph, by the 
ministration of angels, the true condition of the religious world. 
When the holy angel appeared, Joseph inquired which of all these 
denominations was right and which he should jo$n, and was told they 
were all wrong j • . • they had all gone astray, transgressed the 
laws, changed the ordinances and broken the everlasting covenant, 
and that the Lord was about to restore the priesthood and establish 
His Church, which would be the only true and living 6hurch on the face 
of the whole earth. 

Joseph feeling that to make known such a vision would be to sub- 
ject himself to the ridicule of all around him, knew not what to do. 
But the vision was repeated several tim^F - and in these repetitions, 
he was instructed to communicate that which he had seen to his 
father. His father was not a member of any church, but was a man of 
exemplary life. His mother and brother, H^rrum, were members of the 
Presbyterian church. Joseph communicated what he had seen to his 
father, who believed his testimony, and told him to observe the in- 
structions that had been given him. 

These visits led, in a short time, to the bringing forth of the 
record known as the Bmok of Mormon, which contained the fulness 
of the Gospel as it had been preached by the Savior and His apostles 
to the inhabitants of this land; also a history of the falling away 
of the people who dwelt on this continent and the dealings of God 
with them. 3 5 

After a careful reading it seems evident that the phrase, "these 



33 Ibid., XV, pp. 180-181. 
35ibid., XII, p. 334. 



3/ *Ibid., XIV, pp. 140-141 
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o 



visitations of the young 
with the phrase, "ministra 



tion of angels." 



Another example of George A. Smith 1 s unique method of discussing 
this subject is seen in a sermon delivered on June 20, 1 869. 

He sought the Lord by day and by night, and was enlightened by the 
vision of an holy angel. When this personage appeared to him, one of 
his first inquiries was, "Which of the denominations of Christians 
in the vicinity -was right?" He -was told that they had all gone a~ 
stary, they had wandered into darkness, and that God -was about to 
restore the Gospel in its simplicity and purity to the earth; he was, 
consequently, directed not to join any one of them, but to be humble 
and seek the Lord with all heart, and that from t-vp* t,n timp Hp 
should be taught and instructed in relation to the right way to serve 
the Lord. 

These visions continued from time to time, and 1830 he published 
to the wprld the translation of the book known as the Book of 
Mormoh. 




Again George A. Smith used the phrase "these visions" to refer to 

all the manifestations given to Joseph, up to that time. It should also 

be observed that he seems to be using the same identification for Christ 

that Joseph Smith and John Taylor used when he referred to the Savior as an 

37 

angel, ' 

From all of the preceding references we might conclude that it 
is difficult to identify the meaning of spoken words which have been 
quoted out of context. It might blso be remembered that the sermons 
given in that day were taken down by clerks in longhand and could not be 
absolutely corredt. These things go far in accounting for alleged dis- 
crepancies in the oft-repaated story of Joseph Smith's visions. 

One critic haB complained that Brigham Young hever mentioned the 



36 Ibid., XIII, p. 78. 

37d.HGC^ IV, p. 425. Journal of Discourses, XX, p. 166 
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First Vision in his discourses .38 However, Brigham Young once saidi 

I never saw anyone until I met Joseph Smith, who could tell me 1 any- 
thing about the character, personality and dwelling-place of God, 
or anything satisfactory about angels, or the relationship of man 
to his Maker #39 

In other sermons, Brigham Young said more specifically: 

• . • Ehe Lord sent forth His angel to this same obscure person, 
Joseph Smith, Jr., who afterwards became a Prophet, Seer and Revela- 
tor, and informed him that he should not join any of the religious 
sects of the day, for they were all wrong; that they were following 
the precepts of men instead of the Lord Jesus; that he had a work for 
him to perform, inasmuch as he should prove faithful before him.^O 

The Lord chose Joseph Smith, called upon him at fourteen years of 
age, gave him visions, and led him along, guided and directed him 
in his obscurity until he brought forth the plates and translated 
them, and Martin Harris was prevailed upon to sustain the printing 
of the Book of Mormon.^ 1 

"When the Lord called upon Jgseph he was but a boy — a child, only 
about fourteen years of age. He was not filled with traditions; his 
mind was not made up to this, that, or the other • I very well 
recollect the reformation which took place in the country among the 
various denominations of Christian* , • . • He did not know what the 
Lord was going to do with him, although He had informed him that the 
Christian churches were all wrong, because they had not the Holy 
Priesthood.^ 

TfJhen the same men who knew the philosophy of Joseph Sftiith referred 
to God, Chirst, Moroni, or other heavenly personages as angels, they seem 
to have been following an accepted pattern. This title does not seem 
to belittle the calling of the Son; it only describes a special mission. 
As Joseph Smith used the term angel, he -suggested that an angel is one 
who is chosen to be a messenger. In this senee all of the visiting 
personages could be termed angels. This is admittedly conjecture, but 



^Jerald Tanner, Mormonism (Salt Lake: Tanner, pamphlet), p. 79. 

39 Journal of Discourses, 5VI, p. 46 • 

^°Ibid., II, p. 171. ^Ibid., VIII, P. 334. 
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since Joseph Smith did use this title to describe Christ it may be that 
some of his associates also thought along this line. The close a ssociates 
of Joseph Smith who used the word "angel" in reference to God, Christ, 
Mornni, et al., also on other occasions explicitly referred to the Father 

ex 

and Son as separate personages who appeared in the First Vision. This 
would suggest they were using the term "angel 11 in the generic sense to 
identify any heavenly messenger, even God. 

William Smith, Joseph Smith's brother, in an interview with E. C. 
Briggs ga*e the following account of the vision of the boy Joseph. 
William was six years younger than Joseph and was 72 years of age at the 
time of the interview: 

"Did you not doubt Joseph 1 s testimony sometimes?" asked Brother 
Briggs. 

"Na," was the reply by William Smith. "We all had the most implicit 
confidence in what he said. He was a truthful boy. Father and 
mother believed him, why should not the children? I suppose if he 
had told crooked stories about other things we might have doubted 
his word about the plates, but Joseph was a truthful boy. TJjat 
father and mother believed his report and suffered persecution for 
that belief shows that he was truthful. No, sir, we never floubted 
his word for one minute. n 

"Were your folks religiously inclined before Joseph saw the angel?" 
asked Brother Briggs. 

"Yes, we always had family prayers since I can remember. Hyrum, 
Samuel, Katherine, and mother were members of the Presbyterian church, 
My father would not join. He did not like it because Reverend Stock- 
ton had preached my brother 1 s funeral sermon and intimated very 
strongly that he had gone to hell, for Alvin was not a church member, 
but he was a good boy, and my father did not like it." 

"What caused Joseph to ask for guidance as to what church he ought to 
join?" asked Brother Briggs. 

"Why, there was a joint revival in the neighborhood between the Bap- 
tists, Methodsits, and Presbyterians, and trhey had succeeded in stir- 
ring up quite a feeling; and after the meeting the question arose 
which church should have the converts. Reverend Stockton was the 
president of the meeting and suggested that it was their meeting ^and 
under their care, and they had a church there and they ought to join 
the Presbyterians, but as father did not like Reverend Stockton very 
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well, our folks hesitated and the next evening a Reverend M. Lane of 
the Mtethodists preached a sermon on ! ¥hat Church Shall I join? 1 and 
the burden of his discourses was to ask God, who giveth to all men 
liberally, And of course, when Joseph went home and was looking over 
the text, he was impressed to do just what the preacher had said, 
and gMng out to the woods with childlike, simple, trusting faith, 
believing that God meant just what he said, he kneeled down and 
prayed; and the time having come for the reorganization of His Church, 
God was pleased to show him that he should join none of these churches, 
but, if faithful, he should be chosen to establish the true church. 4-3 

Here William gives us ihsight into the integrity of his brother 
Joseph. Since Joseph stated he was alone when he witnessed this vision, 
his veracity becomes a very important factor when considering the authen- 
ticity of his reportl 

Besifles considering the veracity of the story under discussion 
and the correctness of the basic elements of the episodes, the reason for 
these manifestations would also seem to be of importance, 

George Teasdale, one of the apostles of the church that Joseph 
Smith founded, spoke on the purpose of the first vision in a sermon on 

January 13> 1884: 

Jgseph Smith had a vision of the Father and the Son, Who ever con- 
ceived of the nedessity of such a vision? There was an absence of 
the knowledge of God. The world by wisdom knew not God. The being 
that is worshipped by so-called Christianity, is a being without a 
body, parts or passions. In order that he might have a testator upon 
the earth, God revealed Himself, so that we might understand a little 
concerning the personality of God.^ 

The significance of this vision seemed to dawn gradually upon the 
minds of the many people who heard about it. Hundreds of people re- 
quested membership and baptism into this church j new cities were founded 
and great persecution developed. George Q. Cannon, another apostle of 
the church, explained this condition on September 2, 1883: 

^Deseret News, January 20, 1894* P» 11 • 
^Journal of Discourses, XXV, p. 18. 
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There -was no man, scarcely, upon the earth that had a true concep- 
tion of God; the densest ignorance prevailed; and even ministers 
of religion could not conceive of the true idea and there was mystery 
associated with what is called the Trinity—that is, with the Father, 
the Son, and the Holy Ghost, But all this was swept away in one 
moment ty the appearance of the ALnighty Himself — by the appearance 
of God, the Father, and His Son Jesus Christ, to the boy Joseph, as 
he kneeled in the forest beseeching God for knowledge concerning 
Him, and concerning the Gospel of salvation. In one moment all this 
darkness disappeared, and onee more there was a manibund on the 
earth, embodied in the flesh, who had seen God, who had seen Jesus, 
and who could describe the personality of both. Faith was again re- 
stored to the earth, the true faith and the true knowledge concerning 
our Creator, our Father, and Being from whence we derive our origin. 
This revelation dissipated all misconceptions and all false ideas, 
and removed the uncertainty that had existed respecting these mat- 
ters. The Father came accompanied by the Son, thus showing that there 
were two personages of the Godhead, two presiding personages whom we 
worship and to whom we look: the one the Father, and the other the 
Son, Joseph saw that the Father had a form; that He had a head; that 
He had arms; that He had limbs; that He had feet; that He had a face 
and a tongue with which to express His thoughts; for He said unto 
Joseph: "This is my Beloved Son, tf pointing to the Son, "Hear Him, 11 

Other pertinent statements were made by George Q, Cannon: 

Here is the testimony of one who actually saw the Father and the Son* 
They were as described by all who have seen them — literal personages; 
personages with tabernacles, the Son being the express image of the 
F a ther .56 

• . , the Son of God Himself condescended to come and minister unto 
him, the Father having also shown Himself unto ffijnj and these various 
angels, the heads of dispensations, having also ministered unto him. ^7 

There were two personages appeared unto Joseph Smith, Jun., God the 
Father and His Son Jesus Christ, Whatever errors had existed, what — 
ever doubts had prevailed up to that time concerning the being of God 
were swept amy, never to return, from the minds of those who believed 
in that revelation at that time. God was then understood to be the 
Being who miked in the Garden of Eden and spoke with a voice — whose 
finger was to be the Being that He is. This testimony came with power 
on this occasion. • . • 



45 Ibid., XXIV, pp, 371-372* 
^ 6 Ibid., XXIII, p. 363* 



46ibid., OT, p. 157. 
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In the very outset of this work the Father and the Son were revealed 
in ineffable glory, and they were seen by mortal man; by the testi- 
mony of others who have since se en the Lord Jesus Christ and who are 
living witnesses zmt tte lives "and that He is indeed the Son of God 
and one of the two personages that form the Godhead. . . .48 

The foregoing treatise should represent the beliefs and feelings 
of those affiliated with the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints 
during that period of time. 

Therefore, those arho believed in Joseph Smith's story pointed out 

that, subsequent to the visit of the Father, the Son and Moroni, there 

were other occasions when heavenly messengers instructed Joseph in the 

presence of ofcher witnesses, and we have their testimonies to this 

L9 

effect. Thus, these additional experiences wouM, in the eyes of the 
believer, tend to add credibility to the story of the first vision. 
Summary 

In the foregoing analysis, an attempt was made to compare Joseph's 
account with secondary reports from people closely associated with him, 
who, in all probability, heard this story from his own lips. The problem 
of sematics was of concern; particularly when accurate recording was not 
available at that time. An example was cited in thse use of the des- 
criptive term "angel, 11 which was defined in relation to the appearance 
of Christ. 

All secondary accounts seemed to concur on two basic points of 
Joseph 1 s own story* (1) Joseph 1 s age when he claimed his visitation of 
the Father a.nd the Son was confirmed by most of his associates as being 

George Q. Cannon, Gospel Truth, (Salt Lake City: Zion's Book 
Store, 1957, ed. Jerreld L. Newquist), pp. 130-131. Quoting from 
Deseret Weekly, April 7, 1889, 38, pp. 675-6. 

^Joseph Smith, Book of Mormon (Salt Lake City: Church of Jesus 
Christ of Latter-day Saints, 1940), p. VII. 



42 

in his fifteenth year. (2) Careful study of the various accounts indicated 
agreement with the idea that two personages were involved in this visita- 
tion* Certain additional details were added by some of the secondary 
sources, though not confirmed by Joseph Smith, since he was not alive 
when these statements were published. 

Quotations were included which cited reasons why believers con- 
sidered Joseph's story significant. The theological purpose of the vision 
was pointed out and testimonies recited in order to indicate the sincerity 
of these individuals* 

In the final analysis, it is admitted that unquestioned "proof" 
of the actuality of this vision could not be provided, since Joseph was 
alone when he experienced this visitation. On the other hand, it is 
quite evident that the critics 1 attempts to disprove itsoccurrence is 
also inconclusive • One would not only have to rely upon the character 
and integrity of Joseph Smith, but also upon the veracity of those who 
provided additional testimony and secondary accounts of this unusual 
story. In actuality, the only method by which one might arrive at a 
decision as to the truth of falsity bf this story would seem to be through 
an inner, spiritual experience i after thorough study, one would have to 
do exactly as the young boy claimed he did: pray, and receive one's own 
witness, through the intangible power of God* 



CHAPTER THREE 
MORONI » S VISITATION 
Joseph Smith emphasized in his journal that he knew he had seen 
a vision and two members of the Godhead had appeared to him* He stated 
that he could not nor dared not deny this experience. He announced 
that not on$y had the Father and the Son appeared to him but that an angel, 
Moroni, came to him in 1823» He also claimed that subsequent io this, 
other heavenly personages made visits. 
Moroni's Visit 

Joseph wrote that on the 21st of September, 1873* he retired to 
his room, but before going to sleep he prayed ferverntly that his sins 
be forgiven him and that he be permitted to learn of his status before 
God* He stated that during the three years previous he was led into 
divers kinds of temptations to the gratification of many appetites. This 
si&feement has led some persons to speculate that his statement indicated 
serious moral sins, Mommr, in a letter to Oliver Cowdery, Joseph 
explains that sins which concerned him were ,f a light and too often 
vain mind, exhibiting a foilihh and trifling conversation. 11 ^ 

Joseph continued that on this particular September evening an 
angel of the Lord visited him. The details of this visitation are out- 
lined in the Appendix. 2 Some of the historical problems as well as so®e 
unusual aspects of his experience will be considered here. 

4 

1D.H.C, I, p. 10. %ee Appendix A, p. 11. 
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Joseph declared that the angel, M ororri, appeared three times dur- 
ing the evening of September 21, 1823, a,nd again in the morning and after 
noon of the 22nd, Each time Moroni rehearsed to the young boy exactly 
what he had said previously. Regarding these visits Joseph commented: 
"He J}Iotqx±/ quoted many other passages of script ure and offered many 
explanations which cannot be mentioned here."-' 



Cowdery, -with 



letters concerning the appearance of the ansel Moroni and the rise of the 

Church and published thou in the Messenger and Advocate, beginning October 

1 834 • In his version, Elder Cowdery explained more completely what he 

though t Moroni quoted to Joseph Smith. ^ In analyzing Cowdery ! s account, 

we see that Moroni ! s interpretation of these scriptures brought new light 

on ancient writings which had heretofore been a mystery to religious scholars.^ 

Moroni-Nephi Issue 

One passage in the original manuscript by Joseph Smith reads: 

Mien I first looked upon him, I was ffraid, but the fear soon left 
me. He called me by name and said unto me that he was a messenger 
sent from the.presence of God to me and that his name was 
Hephi Moroni* 6 

It is observed that the name NEPHI was first written by the 



%ee Appendix A, p. 13« ^ See Appendix F, pp. 9-1 5 • 

%n a discourse dated September 22, 1 872, Orson Pratt described 
Moroni's personage as, lf a little above the size of common men at the 
present day, and his arms and feet were partially bare." Journal of 
Discourses, XV, p. 182. The Messenger and Advocate quoted a letter from 
Oliver Cowdery which includes the following concerning Moroni: "The 
stature of this personage was a little afeove the common sise of men in^ 
this age; his garment was perfectly white and had the appearance of beinfe 
without seam." S P e Appendix F. 



^See Appendix A, pp. 11-12. 
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scribe. Nephi was one of the ancient prophets described in the Book of 
Mormon. Someone later wrote the name MORONI above it. An asterisk was 
placed also. At the bottom of the sheet of the manuscript was written 
(after the asterisk): 

Evidently a clerical error, see Doc, and Gov. Sec, 50 par, 2; 
S e c» 106 par. 20, also Elders Journal Vol. 1 page 43. Should be 
Moroni • ' 

Critics of the story are quick to point out the apparent conflict 
here and raise doubt that Moroni appeared. They even accuse Joseph 
Smith of confusion, assuming that the vision of the Father and the Son 
a,nd the Moroni vision were one and the same. 

The apparent error of the use of MEKHI occurred in three published 
accounts: The Tijnes and Seasons, March 15* 1842, Vol. 3> pp« 749 & 753 J 
The Millennial Star, August, 1842; and the 1851 edition of the Pearl of 
Great Price.® These publications carried the story of the visit using 
the name HEP HI instead of MORONI • 

Exactly when the correction in the original manuscript was made 
is difficult to determine. The note at the bottom of the manuscript page 
is of some help. The Doctrine and Covenants, "Section 50 par. 2" note, 
refers to the 50th sec. of the 1835 Edition and also some subsequent edi- 
tions. The section is dated August 1830 and reads: 

Behold this is wisdom in mej wherefore marvel not for the hour cometh 
that I will drink of the fruit of the vine with you on the earth, 

•See Appendix A, p. 12. 

^The mother of the Prophet, Lucy Mack Smith, quotes in her writings 
that Nephi appeared, since she took her account from the Times and Seasons 
article which contained the error. Lucy Mack Smith, Biographical Sketches 
of Joseph Smith, (Liverpool: Orson Pratt & S. W. Richards, 1853)> p. 79. 

John C. Whitmer, grandson of Mary .ihitmer, wife of Peter Whitmer, 
Sen., stated: "I have heard my grandmother (Mary VJhitmer) say on several 
occasions that she was shonn the plates of the Book of Mormon by an ho3y 
angel, whom she always called Brother Nephi." The Historical R e cord (Ed. 
and Pub. by Andrew Jenson: §alt Lake City, 1888), VII, p. 621. 
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and With Moroni, whom I have sent unto you to reveal the Book of 
Mormon, containing the fulness of my everlasting gospel; to whom 
I have committed the keys of the record of the stick of Ephraim; 
and also with ELias, to whom I have committed the keys of bringing 
to pass the restoration of all things, or the restorer of all 
things spoken by the mouth of all the holy prophets since the 
world began. ' 

On page 52 of the original handwritten manuscript under the date 
of August, 1$30, there appears the revelation just quoted. This section 
was apparently first written in August 1830 and copied into this manu- 
script sometime after M&y 1838. This verseaanames Moroni not only as the 
personage that appeared but also as the man who holds the keys of the 
record of ths tick of Ephraim. ^Book of Mormon/ This revelation was evi- 
dently copied in the journal, sometime after May 2!f 1838, the date of the 
writing of the story of MoroniSs appearance, but it could not be too long 
after, since it is on page 52 • 

i 

The other reference in this footnote ife Doctrine and Covenants 

S e ction 106:20* An examination of the 1835 edition of the Doctrine and 

Covenants shows that it goes only to section 102, The 1844 edition goes 

contain the 106th Section, of which the 20th verse reads as follows: 

And again what do we hear? Glad tidings from Cumorahf Moroni, 
an angel from heaven declaring the fulfillment of the prophets - 
the book to be revealed, 10 (This appears as Section 128:20 in the 
1962 Edition of the Doctrine and Covenants*) 

This reference shows that the correction as made at the bottom 
of the manuscript history (and appearing as a footnote) could have been 
made during the lifetime of the Prophet Joseph Smith* 

Continuing the suggestion made by the footnote on the manuscript, 



Q 

Smith, et al., Doctrine and Covenants (Kirtland; Ohio: F, G. 
Williams & Co., 1835), Sec. 50:2, p # 180. Also found in Doctrine and 
Covenants (1962), S e c 27:5. 



10 



Ibid., 2nd edition, 1844j Sec. 106:20. 
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the Elders Journal, published in 1#3&, records the following: 

Question 4th, How, and Where did you obtain the Book of Mormon? 
Answer, Moroni, the person who deposited the plates, from whence 
the book of Mormon was translated, in a hill in Manchester, Onta 
County, New York, being dead, and raised again therefrom, appear 
unto me, and told me where they were; and gave the directions ho' 
to obtain them. I obtained them, and the ^rim and Thummim with 
them; fey the means of which, I translated the plates; and thus 
came the book of Mormon.' 1 



It should be noted that Joseph Smith, Jr. was the editor and 
that this statement was published just two months after the original 
story was written in his own journal. This statement seems to be clear 
and concise. This report indicates that it was the angel Moroni who 
appeared to the young prophet and told him about the plates of the Book 



of Mormon* 



Cowdery, one of the three witnesses to the Book of Mormon 



who declared that he saw the Angel Moroni, said in a letter printed in 
the Messenger and Advocate in 1 835 • 

. . . and I believe that the angel Moroni, whose words , I have been 

rehearsing, who eommunicated the knowledge of the record of the 
Nephites in this age. • • • 

The personage who was designated to show the plates to the three special 

witnesses is identified by Oliver Cowdery, unquestionably, as Moroni. 

In his history of the church, John Corrill, an early member of 



the church, writes: 

Seme time in the fall of 1830, Oliver Cowdery, Parley P. Pratt, 
Peter Whitmer, and Tiba (sic) Peterson, came through the county 
of Ashtabula, Ohio, where I than resided, on their way westward. 
They professed to be special messengers of the living God, sent to 
preach the Gospel in its purity, as it wa s anciently preached by 
the Apostles. They had with them a new revelation, which they 
said had been translated from certain golden plates that had been 



11 Elders Journal, Joseph Smith, Editor, (Far ¥ e st, Mo., July 
1838), pp. 42-ft3. 

Messenger and Advocate, Letter VI, 1835* p# 112. 
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deposited in a hill - anciently called Carmoah (sic) - in the town- 
ship of Manchester, Ontario county, New York. They were deposited 
about 1400 years since by one Moroni, under the direction of Heaven, 
with a promise that in the Lord's own due tine, they should be 
brought forth, for the special benefit of the remnant of his people, 
the house of Israel, through Joseph, of Egypt, as well as for the 
salvation of the G ntiles upon this continent J 3 

John Corrill, who later left the Church, wrote the above as a 
disaffected member in 1639, and associates Moroni with the Book of Mormon 
record. 

John Taylor, a close associate of Joseph Smith, stated on October 
20, 1881: 

What next? Then came men who had held the priesthood beforel Who 
were they? Moroni, an ancient prophet who had lived upon this con= 
tinent and who had charge of the records from which the Book of 
Mormon was translated - a fitting person to introduce the same 
principles again. ^ 

Heber C. Kimball, another close friend of Joseph 1 s, stated on 

November 8, 1857: 

Do you suppose that God in person called upon Joseph Smith, our Pro- 
phet? God called upon him; but God did not come himself and call, 
but he sent Peter to do it. Do you not see? He sent Peter and sent 
Moroni to J seph, and told him that he had got the plates* Did God 
come himself? No: he sent Moroni* • • 

An additional aspect of Joseph^ visions was given by the Monnon 

prophet's brother, William, who published the following statement in 

1883: 

Joseph Smith, at the age of 17 years with the moral training he had 
received from strictly pious and religious parents, could not have 
conceived the idea in his mind of palming off a fabulous story, such 

as seeing angels, etc. • • • 

There was not a singel member of the family of sufficient age to 
know right from wrong but what had implicit confidence in the 



1 3 John Corill, A Brief History of the Church of Jesus Christ 
of Latter-day Saints (St. Louis, John Corrill, 1 B39)> P« !• 

'^-Journal of Discourses, XXVI, p. 106. 
15 I v id,, VI, p. 291 
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made by my brother Joseph, concerning his vision 
te thereby obtained concerning the olatesJ° 



remembered that the original manuscript history -was 



dictated by Jo 



seems that the scribe made the error of -writing Nephi infcfeead of Moroni, 

We do not know who the scribe was, since he did not identify himself in 

the writings of the journal. Since Joseph had several scribes, we can 

only speculate as to which one could have recorded this significant stor 

(Analysis of later historical incidents suggest that George Robinson was 

17 

most likely the scribe)* 

One would wonder why the name tf Nephi n was written in the first place 
¥hy not Lehi or some other name? There may be some further evidence 




which will shed some light* 

kt the request of Mr. John Weatworth, Editor and Proprietor of the 

Chicago Democrat, Joseph Smith wrote a brief account of the rise, progress, 

persecution and faith of the Latter-day Saints, This is referred to in 

his jouraal under the ddte of March 1, 1842, wherein he wrote: 

This angel ^ororri^ appeared to me three times the same night and un- 
folded the same things* After having received many visits from the 
angels of God, unfolding the majesty and glory of the events that 
should transpire in the last days, on the morning of the 22nd of Sep© 
t ember. A 1 827, the angel of the I^rd delivered the records into my 
hands* 

The foregoing statement suggests that after the time of J Q seph 
Staith's first vision he was visited by more than one angel. It is true 



that he could have been referring 



further analysis does not seem to indicate that this was Jo 



Nibley, op. ext., p. 45. qubting from the Historian's Library 



9871 



17 See Appendix A, p. 2. 1 %).H.C, IV, p. 337. 
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intention, 

Orson Pratt, who was associated dmth Joseph during the recording 
of these events, said in a discourse on December 19, 1869: 

This young man j/joseph Smith7> some four years afterwards, was 
visited again by a holy angel. It was not merely something speaking 
in the darkj it was not something wrapped up in mystery, with no 
glory attending it, but a glorious angel whose countenance shone like 
a vivid flash of lightning, and who was arrayed in a white robe, and 
stood before him. This young man saw the countenance of the angel; 
and he saw his person and his glory and rejoiced trherein. This angel 
revealed to him soma great realities; not mysterious or dark sayings, 
covered up without any particular information, light or knowledge, 
but certain realities were made manifest to him concerning the ancient 
inhabitants of this land. This angel told him that they were a branch 
of the House of Israel; that they kept sacred and holy records; that 
those records were kept by prophets and inspired men; that they were 
deposited some fourteen centuries ago, after the nation had fallen 
into wickedness, by one of their last prophets, and that the time was 
at hhnd for this record to be brought forth by the gift and power of 
God. 

Here, then, was a reality,- something great and glorious and after 
having redeived from time to time, visits from these glorious person- 
ages, and talking with them, as one man would talk with another, face 
to face, beholding their glory, he was permitted to go and take these 
plates from the place of their deposit - plates of gold - records, some 
of which were made nfearly six hundred years before Christ, And then to 
show still further a reality, acmething tangible, the Urim and Thummim, , 
a glorious instrument, used by ancient seers, was also obtained with 
the record, through which, by the gift and power of the Holy Ghost and 
by the commandment of Almighty God, he translated that record into our 
language, and the book was published in the forepart of the year 1830. 19 

Also on two other occasions Or son Pratt emphasized this concept of other 

angels when on March 19> 1871 he said: 

The present day, until the time when the I^rd, by the mouth of his 
holy angels, called Joseph Smith and gave -unto him a knowledge by 
vision of the place where the ancient records of a portion of the 
Israelitish nation were deposited. 20 

On September 22, 1872, he declared: 

I will state, however, that during these four years he was often 
ministered to by the angels of God, and received instruction 

* 9 Journal of Discourses, XIII, p. 66, 



2 ^Tbid., XIV, p. 140. 
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concerning the work that was to be performed in the latter days, 21 
Parley P, Pratt in a sermon delivered August 26, 1855, declared: 

Joseph Smith, by the gift and power of God, I say, through that young 
man and the ministration of holy angels to him, that book came forth 
to the world, and it has since that time been preached and read in our 
langauge, and many others, and we rejoice in it, and have borne testi- 
mony of it in the world 

John Taylor mentioned this subject in a sermon dated April 8^: 1875: 

And itfhen Joseph Smith was raised up as a Prophet of God, Mormon, 
Moroni, Nephi and others of the ancient prophets who formerly lived 
on this Continent, and Peter and John and others who lived on the 
Asiatic Continent, came to him and communicated to him certain princi- 
ples pertaining to the Gospel of the Son of God, 23 

Again on December 7* 1879j Elder John Taylor confirmed and added 
stronger testimony by further stating: 



of Mormon, with the history of which you are generally familiar, and 
also with the Statements that I am now making pertaining to these 
things. And then came Ne p h i* one of the ancient prophets, that had 
lived upon this continent, who had an interest in the welfare of the 
people that he had lived amongst in those days. 

But how is it in relation to these people and in regard to some 
of these matters? Why and hfew should these men that have lived here 
upon the earth have a.nything to do with the people that now live 
upon it? 



Again who more likely than Mormon and Nephi, and some of those 
prophets who had ministered to the people upon this continent, under 
the influence of the same Gospel, to operate again as its representatdv 
tives? Well, now, do I believe that Jgseph Smith Baw the several 
angels alleged to have been seen by him as described one after another? 
Yes, I do. Why do I believe it? Because I obeyed this Gospel. 2/+ - 

It was quite evident to those associated with Joseph Smith that 

messengers other than Moroni appeared. If Nephi did appear, it does 

seem a little more logical for the clerk to have made the mistake of 




21 



Ibid., X?, p.* 185. 



22 Ibid., IX, p. 212. 



2 3lbid., mi, p. 374. 



2%bid., m, pp. 161-164. 
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putting the wrong name in the manuscript before it was corrected. 

Thomas Bullick, once a scribe to Joseph Smith, recorded in his 
journals that he understood Joseph to imply that the discinle. Neah 



. to him. In a special interview on May 20, 196k, Dr. Sidney 
rofessor at Brigham Young Univessity, attested to the writer 
Thomas Bullock's journal and that the above information was 



contained in it# 



The visitation of heavenly messengers other than Moroni should 
not be out of order if one acdepts the idea that Joseph Smith was a 
prophet ♦ For with the calling of a prophet, Joseph would be eligible to 
receive messengers and manifestations from whomever God would direct. 



hi 



to converse with other angels • 



George Q. Cannon adds further testimony in two of his sermons: 

MornMj who held the keys of the record of the stick of Ephraim, 
tflsited Josephj he had boutless, also, visits from Nephi and it 
may be from Alma and others, but though they came and had authority j 
holding the authority of the priesthood, we have no account of their 
ordaining him* ^5 

He Joseph Smith7 was visited constantly by angels; • * * Moroni, 
in the beginning as you know, to prepare him for his mission came 
and ministered and talked to him from time to time, and he had 

l in order that his mind might be fully saturated 




with a knowledge of the things of God, and that he might < 
the srreat and holy calling that God has bestowed upon him 



Testimonies of the V§,ri&us Aspedts of Morami f s Visit 

Details of the visit of Moroni to Joseph Smith have been repeated! 
by various persons in sermon, letter, and journal. The following are 
some of those who were close to Joseph and could have received from 



XIII 



26 Ibid.. XXIII 
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him personally his story concerning Moroni 



i a sermon on December 10, 1871* Orson Pratt stated: 

Let us see whether they /the three vdtnesses7 could be deceived men, 
and yet their testimony be given as it is here recorded* They have 
testified to all nations, kindred, tongues and people -unto whom this 
work shall come, that, "we through the grace of God the Father and 
our lord Jesus Christ, have seen the plates which contain this record, 
and we testify with words of soberness that God sent forth an holy angel 
from heaven, and he showed -unto us the plates from which this record 
was taken, and he commanded us to bear record of the same and to be 
obedient unto the commandment of God. We bear Testimony of these 
things, and we do know if we are faithful in Christ we shall rid our 
garments of the blood of all men," and so forth. I have repeated to you 
part of the testimony of these three men. 

Now is there any chance for deception here? An angel to be sent 
forth from God, an angel to come down from heaven clothed in glory and 
brightness! An angel to take these plates and turn them over leaf 
after leaf and show the engravings thereon! An angel to proclaim to 
them that they must bear testimony of it to all people, nations and 
tongues; and at the same time to hear the voice of God out of the 
tongues; and at the same time to hear the voice of God out of the 
heavens procliaming that it had been translated correctly! Any chance 
for deception here, so far as they are concerned? Were they deceived? 
If so, you may as well say that Peter was deceived, that Paul was de- 
ceived, that James was deceived, that all the writers of the New Testa- 
ment were deceived, that all the writers of the Old Testament were de- 
ceived, when they testify that they saw angels, for one stands on as 
good and sound a foundation as the other; and if the very nature of the 
testimony as recorded by the ancient writers shows the impoBsiblity 
of their being deceived, so does the nature of the stetimony revealed 
in the last days show the impossibility of these individuals being 
deceived. ^' 

The following letter from Elder Samuel W. Richards, enclosing 
another letter from Oliver Cowdery, appeared in the Deseret News March 21 , 
1884. This is believed to be the last letter written by Mr. Cowdery, and - 
for that reason is of considerable importance and significance. It appears 
to be a plain and pointed testimony concerning the restoration of the Holy- 
Priesthood by heavenly messengers, from one who claimed participation in 
those manifestations: 



Editor, Deseret News : 

I take the liberty to hand you the accompanying communication 



2 7 Journal of Discourses, XIV, pp. 262-263 
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■written by Oliver Cowdery, as a direct testimony of the facts there- 
in set forth by myself personally, at the time indicated fey the <ffate 
affixed. At that time he, with his family, vas spending a few days 
with me at my then residence in Missouri, as he was on his way to visit 
David Whitmer and family in Richmond, Mo,, prior to his contemplated 
departure for Salt Lake City that coming spring, to spend the remainder 
of his days with, and in laboring for the Church, As he was about to 
take his leave, after several days of most interesting and familiar 
conversation with me, he penned, with his ownhand and in my presence, 
the testdimony and statement therewith, which I deem worthy of record. 



Samuel W, Richards 



^liver Cowdery f s letter/ 



While darkness covered the earth and gross darkness the people; 
long after the authority to administer in holy things had been taken 
away, the Lord opened the heavens and sent forth His word for the sal- 
vation of Israel, In fulfillment of the sacred scripture, the ever- 
lasting Gospel was procliamed by the mighty angel j^Sororii/, who, 
clothed with the authority of his mission, gave glory to God in the 
highest. This Gosepl is the "stone taken from the mountain without 
hands • 11 John the Baptist, holding the keys to the Aaronic Priesthood, 
Peter, James and J hn, holding the keys of the Melchizedek Priesthood, 
have also ministered for those who shall be heirs to the same Priest- 
hoods • These Priesthoods, with their authority, are now, and must 
continue to be, in the body of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day 
Saints, Blessed is the Elder who has received the same and thrice 
blessed and holy is he who shall endure to the end. Accept assur- 
ances, dear brother, of the unfeigned prayer of him who, in connection 
with Joseph the Seer, was blessed with the above ministrations, and 
who earnestly and devoutly hopes to meet you in the celestial glory. 

Oliver Cowdery^o 
Edward Stenenson, another associate of J seph Smith, gives fur- 
ther testimony in his jouraal under the dates of May 27, 1883 and August 

15, 1894: 

The youne prophet further said that in 1823, three years after 
his first vision, while praying in his father's house (I have been 
so hiehlv favored of the Lord as to have been in the very house 

irvant of God said he was vervently praying), when sud- 



s 



where the 

denly the house was filled with light brighter than the noon day sun 
in the midst of which there stood an angel, who said he was sent 
from the presence of God, as a messenger to hdm# The angel instruc- 
ted him regarding^ a marvelous work that God was about to bring to 
pass, and that he Joseph, was the one who was selected to be(SGod f s 
servant and mouthpiece to bring about and establish the great and 



2 %eseret News, March 21, 1884* 
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marvelous work. "Three times," said the young man, "did this angel 
continue his visits during the same night, each time repeating the 
same instructions, only extending some a little, and quoting several 
passages of scripture relating to the great work which was to ccme 
forth." In closing the last visit the angel invited the boy to meet 
him on a neighboring hill, two miles away from his father 1 s house, 
where he would give him still further instructions and permit him 
to see a book of gold plates containing a history of two nations who 
had previously inhabited this great land of America. So plainly -was 
this made known that on the next day J Q seph said he was able to find 
the exact place, and met the angel as requested. . . . Well, he 
/Joseph Smith/ did know, for an angel from heaven had talked with him 
and giggn him promises which he neither doubted nor feared to de- 

It is important to note that the three visits of the Angel Moroni, 
made in the night on September 21, 1823* were followed by daytime visits t 
the following day. Those who would classify the night visits as dreams 
would have to el&hmnate this as a possibility with the succeeding 
daytime visits. The fourth and fifth visits could have given Joseph the 



assurance that his experiences of the previous night were no dream but 
in reality, actual visits from a messenger of God. 

Moroni's message was summarized by Wilford Woodruff on February 

25 > 1&55* w hen he said: 

That same organization and Gospel that Christ died for, and the 
Apsotels spilled their blood to vindicate, is again established 
in this generation. How did it come? By the ministering of an 
holy angel, from God, out of heaven, who held converse with man, 
and revealed unto him the darkness that enveloped the world, and 
unfolded unto him the gross darkness that surrounded the nations, 
those scenes that should take place in this generation and would 
follow each other in quick succession, even unto the coming of 
the Messiah. The angel taught Joseph Smith those principles which 
are nedessary for the salvation of the world; and the Lord gave him 
commandments, and sealed upon him the Priesthood, and gave him power 
to administer the ordinances of the house of the Lord. He told him 
the Gospel was not among men, and that there was not a true organisa- 
tion of His kingdom in the world, that the people had turned away 
from His true order, changed the ordinances, and broken the 




2 9stevenson, op. cit., pp. 21-22, 24. 
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everlasting covenant, and inherited lies and things wherein there 
was no profit . He told him the time had come to lay the foundation 
for the establishment of the Kingdom of God among men for the last 
time, preparatory to the winding up scene. Joseph was strengthened 
by the spirit and power of God, and was enabled to listen to the 
teachings of the angel. He told him he should be made an instrument 
in the hands of the Lord, if he kept His commandments, in doing a 
good work upon the earth, that his name should be held in honor by 
the honest in heart, and in dishonor throughout the nations by the 
wicked. He told him he should be an instrument in laying the foun- 
dation of a work that should gather tens of thousands of the children 
of men, in the generation in which he lived from every nation under 
heaven, who should hear the sound of it through his instrumentality* 
He told him the nations were wrapt in wickedness and abomination, 
and that the judgements of God were ready to be poured out upon them 
in their fulness; that the angels were holding the vials of His 
wrath in readiness; but the decree is, that they shall not be poured 
out until the nations are warned, that they may be left without an 
excuse . This man to whom the angel appeared obeyed the Gospel; he 
received it in meeknass and humility, and bowed down before the Lord 
and worshipped Him and did the best he could in his illiterate state; 
he was as it were, but a mere plow-boy # He laid hold of it with all 
his heart, though he saw he would have to wage war with sin and 
wickadness and abominations, and the oppositions of the people; he 
began to trust in the Lord; and what was the consequence? "Wherever 
the words of the Gospel, which the angel revealed to him, were 
preached among the children of men, it had its effect. 

John Taylor also remarked concerning Moroni's message on Septem- 
ber 13, 1857: 

. It ms a proclamation made, declaring that a holy angel from heaven 
had appeared - that he had revealed himself unto a young man that was 
born in the backwoods of America - a farmer's son, without any par- 
ticular educational advantages; that this angel, having appeared 
-onto him, had revealed unto him an ancient record that ga*e an account 
of the aboriginal inhabitants of this country; that in this record 
there was an account of Prophets having existed on this continent 
in former days, of Jesus having appeared, and of angels having ad- 
ministered unto them - account of their having been in posses- 
sion of the Gospel, having the same doctrines, the same blessings, 
the same privileges and powers that were associated with the Gospel 
on the Asiatic continent; and that this record agreed with the Bible 
indoctrines, ordinances, teachings and blessings. 31 

Joseph's mother wrote her own version of his experiences. After 

relating the portion of the story where Joseph had received Moroni's 



3°Journal of Discourses, II, pp. 196-197. 
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visitations the night before and went into the field to work the next 
day, she wrote how he became ill and started to return to the house but 
stopped to rest by an apple tree. Mrs. Smith continues as follows; 

He was here but a short time, when the messenger whom he saw the 
previous night, visited him again, and the first thing he said was, 
,r Why did you not tell your father that which I commanded you to 
tell him?" Joseph replied, !, I was afraid my father would not be- 
lieve me* 11 The angel rejoined, !l He will believe eveiy word you say 
to him.* 1 

Joseph then promised the angel that he would do as he had com- 
manded* Upon this, the messenger departed, and Joseph returned to 
the field, where he had left my husband and Alvin; but when he got 
there, his father had just gone to the house, as he was somewhat 
unwell. Joseph then desired Alvin to go straightway and see his 
father, a,nd inform him that he had something of great importance 
to conaxiunicate to him, and that he wanted him to come out into the 
field where they were at work. Alvin did as he was requested, and 
when my husband got there J seph related to him all that had passed 
between him and the angel the previous night and that morning* Hav- 
ing heard this account, his father charged him not to fail in at- 
tending strictly to the instruction which he had received from this 
heavenly messenger. 



• • • he /Joseph/ proceeded to relate further particulars concern- 
ing the Work which he was appointed to do, and we received them 
joyfully^: never mentioning them except among ourselves. agreeable 
to the instructions which we had received from him. 

From this time forth, Joseph continued to receive instructions 
from the Lord, and we continued to get the children together egery 
evening for the purpose of listening while he gave us a relation of 
the same. I presume our family presented an aspect as singluar as 
any that ever lived upon the face of the earth - all seated in a 
circle, father, mother, sons and daughters, and giving the most pro- 
found attention to a boy, eighteen years of age, who had never read 
the Bible through in his life; he seemed much less inclin ed to the 
perusal of books than any of the rest of our children, but far more 
given to meditation and deep study. 



We were now confirmed in the opinion that God was about to bring 
to light something upon which we could stay our minds, or that would 
give us a more perfect knowledge of the plan of salvation and the 
redemption of the human family. This caused us greatly to rejoice, 
the sweetest union and happiness pervaded our house, and tranquility 
reigned in our midst. 

During our evening conversations, Joseph would occasionally 
give us some of the most amusing recitals that could be imagined. 
He would describe the ancient ihnabitants of this continent, their 
dress, mode of traveling, and the animals upon which they rode; 
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their cities, their buildings, with every particular ; their mode 
of warfare j and also their beligious worship. This he would do 
wit;h as much ease, seemingly, as if he had spent his whole life 
among than* 

On the twarity-second of September, 1824, J seph again visited 
the place where he found the plates the year previous; and supposing 
at this time that the only thing required, in order to possess them 
until the time for their translation, was to be able to keep the 
commandment* of God - and, firmly believing he could keep every 
commandment which has been given him ~ he fully expected to carry 
them home with him. Therefore, having arrived at the place, un- 
covering the plates he ppt forth his hand and took them up, but, as 
he was taking them hence, the unhappy thought darted through his 
mind that probably there was something else in the box besides the 
plates, which would be of some pecuniary advantage to him. So, in 
the moment of excitement, he laid them down very carefully, for the 
purpose of covering the box, lest some one might happen to pass that 
way and get whatever there might be remaining in it. After covering 
it, he turned around to take the record again, but behold it xvas 
gone, and where, he knew not, neither did he know the mans by which 
it had been taken from him. 

At this, as a natural consequence, he was much alarmed. He 
kneeled down and asked the Lord why the record has been taken from 
himj upon which the angel of the Lord appeared to him, and told him 
that he had not done as he had been commanded for in a former revela- 
tion he had been commanded not to lay the plates down, or put them 
for a moment out of his hands, until he got into the house and depe 
posited them in a chest or trunk, having a good lock and key, and, 
contrary to this, he had laid them down with the view of securing 
some fancied or imaginary treasure that remained. 

In the moment of excitement, Joseph was overcome by the powers 
of darkness, and forgot the injunction that was laid upon him. 

Having further conversations with the angel, on this occasi&n, 
Joseph was permitted to raise the stone a gain, when he beheld the 
plates as he had done before. He immediately reached forth his hand 
to take them, but instead of getting them, as he anticipated, he was 
hurled back upon the ground with great violence. When he recovered, 
the angel was gone, and he arose and returned to the house, weeping 
for grief and disappointment. 

As he was aware that he we would expect him to bring the plates 
home with him, he was greatly troubled, fearing thfct we might doubt 
his having seen them. As soon as he entered the house, my husband 
asked if he had obtained the plates. The asnwer was, "No, father, 
I could not get them. ,f 

His father then said, "Did you see them?" 

"Yes," replied Joseph, "I saw them, but could to take them* 11 
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"I would have take them/" rejoined his father, with much earnest- 
ness, "if I had been in your plade." 

"Vfby," returned Joseph, in quite a subdued tone, "Jfou do not 
know what you say. I could not get them for the angel of the Lord 
would not let me." 

Joseph then related the circumstance in full, which gave us much 
uneasiness, as we were afraid that he might utterly fail of obtain- 
ing the record through some neglect an his part* 



Presently he /Joseph Smith/ smiled and said, "I have taken the 
severest chastisement that I have ever had in my 3i.fe." 

My husband, supposing that it was from some of the neighbors, 
was quite angry and observed, ,f I would like to know what business 
anybody has to find fault with you!" 

"Stop, father, said," said Joseph, "it was the angel of the Lord* 
As I passed by the hill of Cumorah, where the plates are, the angel 
met me and said that I had not been engaged enough in the work of the 
Lord; that the time had come for the record to be brought forth; and 
that I must be up and doing and set myself about the things wMch God 
had commanded me to do. But, father, give yourself no uneasiness con- 
cerning the reprimand which I have received, for I now know the course 
that I am to pursue, so all will be well, 11 

It was also made known to him at this interview that he should 
make another effort to obtain the plates, on the twenty-second of 
the following S e ptember, but this he did not mention to us at that 
time JHl 



It should be noted here that Joseph's mother brings to light a 
different aspect of the&ory than we have received from Joseph. She 
statfes that Moroni had told Joseph to tell his father of the night 
visits and Joseph had failed to do so* Moroni admonished him again 
do this when he appeared in his day visit. We only have Mrs* Smith 1 
story to verify this phase; and because Joseph was not alive when he 
story was published, he could not substantiate it. 

Also there is a difference with respect to obtaining the plates 
Mrs. Smith implies that Joseph expected to receive the plates when h 



32 Lucy Mack Smith, op. cit., pp. 1 00-101. 
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went to the Hill Cumorah a year after the first visit. In Joseph 1 s 

account he is clear in stating that the angel told him the time for 

receiving the plates would not be until four years from the time of the 
first visit # 33 Although the point of difference is not so important, it 
is an example of how some aspects in a retold story assume characteris- 
tics which are unlike the original. 
Summary 

In analysing J seph f s account of M^oni's visit we are not with- 
out problems. Prom the testimonies cited it seems possible that: 
(1) Joseph story of Mornoi was believed by his family and close as- 
sociates, (2) others (the three witnesses) also testified that they saw 
an angel who Oliver Cowdery identified as Moroni,34 (3) There exist dif- 
ferences of dates-** and circumstances-* 6 plus problems of proper recording, 
(4) the Nephi-Moroni issue seemed to be a clerical error substantiated 
by subsequent writings, (5) several persons confirm that Joseph stated 
on occasion that other Book of Mormon prophets besides Moroni appeared. 

Further thought on these experiences must also confirm the state- 
ment made in this thesis concerning the visitation of the Father and the 
Son, i.e., that an experience such as Joseph claims can be verified 
only by a spiritual experience on the part of the investigator. With 
human error existing in the mistakes of memory and a natural tendency 
to embellish, the retold story is, at best, a confirmation of only the 

•^See Appendix A, p» 16. 

^Messenger and Advocate, Letter VI, 1835, p. 112. 

or 

See Appendix D, pp. 4-5 • 
^ucy Mack Smith, op. cit.p pp. 79-S5 » 100-101. 
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basic points of a story, Thebasic point of Joseph 1 s story is that the 
angel Moroni appeared to Mm^tTelivered a messageV%id gave him a record 
of a group of people* All sources seem to have confirmed this point and 
Joseph, himself , remained consistent in his referral quotations. 



CHAPTER FOUR 



SONCLUSION 



Introduction to the Appendix 

The apperidix of this thesis is made up of several accounts of the 
First Vision and of the visits of the angel Moroni . In selecting these 
accounts, attention -was given to their authenticity, the date of publi- 



cation and the author's proximity to the primary source, Joseph Smith, 



first 




history as dictated by Joseph Smith 



a clerk who wrote in longhand. Next is the story as it appears today in 



tne Pearl p£ Great Price, an accepted scripture of the church* Next ± Q 



included the earliest account, which appears to have been dici&ted by 



) 

Joseph to a scribe but never finished. Next is listed O r son Pratt's v^SS 





sion which was published in England, then the Wentworth Letter, Oliver 
$ /powdery 1 s account, Orson Hyde's pamphlet and the story by William Smith/- 
the prophet's brother. The appendix ends with a comparative chart of the 
most commonly used published accounts . 



Appendix A 



dictated and the scribe wrote in longhand, several 



handwritt 



In the 



typewritten form presented here an effort has been made to show these de- 
tails and footnotes have been added to explain any additions, changes, or 
notes that appeared on the manuscript • Only those notes that pertain to 
this thesis were analysed and considered. 
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Appendix B 

The Pearl of Great Price version of this story is perhaps the one 
with which members of the church are most familiar. It contains certain 
changes from the original document which changes were made by the First 
Presidency for the sake of clarification* Some of these are shown in the 
comparative chart of Appendix I. 
Appendix C 

Orson P r att published a pamphlet in 1840 which became the first 
separately published account of the First Vision and Moroni's visit. Because 
it was the first published account* it was placed next in the Appendix* 
Appendix D 

In discussing Appendix D, which appears to be the earliest written 
account of the first vision* there is certain additional information given 
which is not diredtly related to the thesis* but is nevertheless historically 
important. In this particular narrative Joseph's scribe wrote down a number 
and then wrote over it* To the writer and others, it looks like a 16* indi- 
cating the year in which Joseph had the first vision (in his 16th year). 
As he writes briefly of the vision* he does not mention the Father as being 
present; however* this does not indicate that He was not present. The date 
of the appearance of the angel Moroni is given as the 22nd day of September, 
1822. This date* of course* could or could not be an error since the 
vision is later recorded as lasting from the evening of the 21st day of Sep- 
tember until the morning of the 22nd* and again in the afternoon of the 
22nd. The year does disagree with the account written by Joseph Smith at a 
later date* 

Joseph also related in this early account that the Lord appeared to 
Martin Harris and gave him instructions. He also wrote that the Lord 
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appeared to Oliver Cowdery with instructions and a vision* 

Another new item of history revealed by this document is that Samuel 
Smith, Joseph's younger brother, -was used as an assistant in the transla- 
tion of the Book of Mormon. 

This adcount was never published or referred to by any of the au- 
th03Dtties of the church as far as the -writer has been able to determine • 
From the lack of recognition and importance given this document, it seems 
evident that it was a draft which was started but never corrected or fin- 
ished. Instead of go$ng back over and revising^ Joseph Smith evidently 
dictated the story later as we have it in Appendix A, 
Appendix E 

This account is commonly called the ti e nt worth Letter, Explanation 
of the origin is given in the beginning pages of Appendix itself j how- 
ever, this account also contained what is known to the members of the 
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints as tf The Articles of Faith," a 
statement of thriteen doctrinal beliefs. The W^ntworth .Letter became the 
first published account of the first vision from Joseph Smith 
Appendix F 

This is Oliver Cowdery's version of Moroni's visitation and is much 
more detailed than any of the other accounts. That Joseph approved of 
Oliver's writing this particular story is shown by his offer of assistance 
and is noted in the Appendix, W e are indebted to Oliver Cowdery 1 s recital 
of these incidents for many details which otherwise would have been lost. 
Appendix G 

Orson Hyde published a pamphlet in Germany pertainiiig to the first 
vision. His source for the pamphlet is unknown, but since he was an 
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apostle and a close associate of Jgseph, he should have heard the story 

directly from Joseph 1 s lips. It is highly possible that he would have had 
a copy of the Times and S e asons account of the Mentwroth Letter, or the 
history that was in the same publication on March 15th of 1842* Orson Hyde 
published his account to be used as a missionary tool among the German peo- 
ple. 

Appendix H 

William Smith, brother to Joseph, wrote his story when he was 72 
years of age and has confused some of the details of the account, but some 
of his contributions are nevertheless valuable. 
Appendix I 

This final appendix gives us a comparison of the five most utilized 
sources of the First Vision. As is the case in most, if not all, publica- 
tions, there are errors. These may be on the part of the writer, publishes*, 
or printer, or they may be intentional changes. In the chart the writer 
merely points out sopa of the differences which appear in these publications. 
Those who made these changes did not explain their reason. 
Conclusion 

The story of the visit of the Father and the Son, and the account of 
the visit of Moroni have caught the interest bErinag3iopfeoJ>Bie throughout the 
world* Certainly a claim of a visit fro© God to man deserves some attention. 
The reaction was dramatic; some considered it blasphemous; others treated 
it as gloriously sacred. Joseph had no witnesses to "bhe original visits; 
therefore all sources of the story must, of necessity, be traced back to 
him. It is true that in considering Joseph Smith 1 s experiences with the 
Father and the Son, and with Moroni, one is obliged either to accept or reject 



6$ 

the story. While it is agreed that the secondary sources add details that 
may have been relit ed in private and left out of JosenMs published an- 



oseph Smith 
o 



ter and integrity and the validity of the major claims made by him. 

Dr. Hugh Nibley, professor of History and Religion at Brigham Young 
University, compiled a series of articles on the first vision, throughly- 
analyzing the anti-Mormon writers 1 criticism of Joseph's significant claims 



These articles were published in The Improvement Era periodically from July 



to November 1961 . In his summary Dr. Nibley states that* in every case, 



without exception, the critic distorted Joseph Smith's account, while pro 




f easing to follow it. 



In appraising the remarks of various people associated with Joseph 
Smith, it is important that careful analysis be made of the meaning of 
certain frequently used words • It should be remembered that in presenting 
discourses as these men did, they did not use forms from which they read 



their sermons. These men were guided by their feeiings and acknowledged 
their weaknesses as finished speakers. Therefore, if their remarks are to be 
rvritized bv s&etytics. thev should be read carefully and in context with 



the particular topic of the sermon or publication. Definition of words 
which were accented in that time should be considered in determining th 



w 



rue meaning of certain remarks. A case in point is the term "angel* which 
e have previously discussed. When the men associated with Joseph Smith re 



ferred to God, Christ, Moroni or other heavenly personages, it seems that they 
sometimes had reason to refer to than as angels. This title is not, in any 



way 



, belittle their calling; it only describes their mission. Joseph Smith 
ined the term angel as a ministering personage and, in fact, names Chris' 



1 

as an angel. Using this definition, anyone could have 



1 D.H.C, IV, p. 425. 
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as an Angel. Therefore, the use of any term such as angel cannot be defined 
by using statements out of context. The reader must know what the writer of 
speaker means by his use of the word* 

In regard to the issue of how many personages appeared and when, we 
again should use the primary source first, coupled with other reliable 
sources which substantiate the first. The body of this work has been writ- 
ten in an effoipt to show that the various accounts of the appearance of the 
Father and the Son plus the visit of Moroni and others, agree in time, place 
and number. Even though some accounts present certain inconsistencies, it 
has hopefully been shown how these may have crept in, and that they may be 
reconciled with the basic tenets of the story. Joseph Smith, at least, was 
consistent in the retelling of the essential items of his sbbry, and only 
minor discrepancies are found in the narratives of his associates. 
Environment 

Certainly, in most situations, the environment plays an important 
part in the sequence of events* In analyzing the consistency with which the 
Lord worked, it seems to be His plan, in most instances, to reveal His will 
in response to man's request, along with the necessity of man ! s being ready 
to receive this revealed word. The message which Joseph Smith claimed was 
given to him by Jesus Christ could not have been given to the people of the 
world unless the environment of their day had conditioned their minds to 
receive these instructions. Members of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter- 
day Saints claim that Joseph Smith was selected years before his birth to 
come forth in his particular day and time through his religious parentage, 
selected to meet God ! s purposes. In this environment, God gave mankind the 
opportunity to accept the story of the restoration of His Kingdom on the 
earth. 
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Importance of Story 



That this story is true and stands as the greatest communication be- 
tween God and man, may be disputed, but as far as our present history 
allows, we have no other story to equall this, in all ©aspects • The story 
declares that God, the Eternal Father and His Son, Jesus Christ, appeared to a 
young man. Two personages of the Godhead appeared together, wer£ seen to- 
gether in their glory and both spoke messages • To the believer there are 

even some writings telling that such a specific e;xperience was forfetold in 

2 

prophecy plus other prophecmfes foretelling the restoration of the gospel in 
the last days. 



Number of Visitations Claimed 



Joseph Smith dictated his sbbry in 1838 - the events having taken 
place between 1820 and 1836. He was then (1838) in his thrity-third year 
and was seemingly trusting to his memory « But, being the only witness, this 



was all he could do. In addition to the Father, the Son, and Moroni, there 




were more than ten personages involved in the manifestations, according to 
Joseph Smith; Moses and Elijah were prophets among the Israelites, John the 

^^^^^ 

Baptist had the distinction of introducing the Christian dispensation and of 
baptizing Christ, Peter, James and John were chosen to head that particular 
dispensations (fallowing Christ's resurrection, Moroni and Nephi were great 
Nephite leaders, and the Father and his Son Jesus Christ are accepted as 
members of the Godhead bv almost all Christians, Joseph Smith claimed to* 



have conversed with all of these heavenly personages listed above plu 
Each had a particular message to deliver and did not appear simply to 



thesis, Chapter 1, footnote No* 47 > p. 21 
3 

Revelation 14 so, 7. 
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curiosity of the recipient. Joseph Smith decla 



2i. 



and attributes of God, which knowledge had been lost. Moroni and his as- 



sociates bridged the gar) exi 



the world the Book of Mormon, additional scri££ure, necessary to man's sal- 
vation. The Mormon leader also testified that this work was the beginning 
of the Dispensation of the Fulness of Time, 



Secondary Accounts 



The accounts which have been reproduced in the Appendices confirm 
and enlarge upon the basic aspects of the story as first told by Joseph 
Smith. Careful analysis of all sources quoted (allowing for human er- 
ror manifested in certain of the conflicts) shows that the basic quality of 



the testimonial evidence in sincere, coherent, and consistent, 

John Taylor expressed his feelings in this way: 

• , • and if God has not spoken, if the angel of God has not appeared 
to Joseph Smith, and if these things are not true of which we speak, 
then the whole thing is an imposture from beginning to end. There is no 
halfway house, no middle path about the natter ; it is either one thing 
or the other, 5 



testimonies of Joseph Smith 



who were members of the church and those who were not. Each man who reads 




these accounts will have to determine for himself whether he will accept 
the story as true or false. Anyone acquainted with the Church of Jesus 
Christ of Latter-day Saints would have to acknowledge that this story and 
its related teachings have affected the lives of millions 



^♦H«C, CI, p. 303. 

Sjotirnal of Discourses, XXI, $. 165. 
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Joseph Smith had no witnesses in the sacred grove, yet many thousands 
have testified that they know his story to be true.. The visit of Moroni and 
the resultaixt Book of Mormon were substantiated by witnesses who testified 
that they saw and felt the evidence . 
Teachings of Joseph Smith 

As a result of these experiences, the teachings expounded by this 
Mormon leader regarding man ! s salvation apparently revolutionized the re- 
ligious thinking of those who joined his movement. Many of the doctrines 
were new; many were answers to existing problems and questions (many of 
these problems developed from partly-known truths then in existence)* Most 
people associated with Joseph never thought that- this new doctrine was of 
his own making, or that he was capa-ble of such invention of and by himself • 
Joseph seemed to be the first to acknowledge God*s part and influence* 

Wien he left the woods and annonnedd that he had a vision of the 
Father and the Son, describing their personages, he was immediately besieged 
with persecution, which never ceased until his martyrdom at Hie age of 38 
years. 

Testimonies of Joseph Smith's Close Associates 

John Taylor, third President of the Church and associate of Joseph 

F 

Smith, summarizes as follows: 

Joseph Smith came forward telling us that an angel had administered 
to him and had revealed unto him the principles of the gospel as they 
existed in former ddys, and that God was going to set his hand to work 
in these last days to accomplish his purposes and build up his kingdom, 
to introduce correct principles, to overturn error, evil and corruption, 
and to establish his church and kingdom upon the earth. I have heard 
him talk about these things myself. I have heard him tell over and 
over again, to myself and others the circumstances pertaining to these 
visions and the various ministrations of angels and the development of 
the purposes of God towards the human family. 



Ibid., XIV, p. 365 • 
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Orson Pratt, another close companion of J Q seph Smith, testifies: 

• ♦ . that God had again spoken from the heavens, and that by holy 
angels sent down from heaven, he had again revealed the everlasting 
Gospel in all its fulness, and for forty years past we have declared 
this to the world, \i e have also testified that many of the servants 
of God have been ordained by holy angels and sent forth to publish these 
tidings among the inhabitants of the earth, and that others have been 
ordained by those who received their ordination from heavenly messen- 
gers . ' 



In 1853 Parley P. Pratt gave a discourse on the doctrine of revela- 
tion, communication with the heavens and the necessity of this contact in 



the salvation of man. He said: 



What is it that first disturbed the world, or any part of it, or called 
the attention o£ the people towards it, giving rise to the system now 
called "Mormonism? 11 It was the ministration of angels to certain indi- 
vidualsj or in other words, certain individuals in this age enjoyed open 
visions* 

But where can we read, under the government of the Patriarchs, 
before the flood or after itj before Moses or after himj before Christ 
or after Christ - where can we read in sacred history of a people of God 
by whom the doctrine of visions and ministering of angels would be dis- 
carded, or be considered erroneous?® 

i 

Edward Stevenson was present on one occasion when Joseph told the 



story of his heavenly manifestation? 



wa 



the experience and received such an emotional impact from it that he never 
forgot the experience. He writes : 

The Prophet Joseph Smith/ stood at a table, for the pulpit, where he 
began relating his vision, and before he got through, he was in the 
midst of the congregation with uplifted hand* I do believe that there 



was not one person present who was not ^convinced/ of the truth of his 
vision of an angel /cmxn£/ to him* His countenance seemed to me to 
assume a heavenly whiteness and his voice was so piercing and forcible - 
for my part, it so impressed me as to become indelibly imprinted on 
my mind. 9 

We ^dward Stevenson 1 s fami2^£7 were proud, indeed, to entertain one 

who had conversed with the Father and the Son, and been under the tuition 

of an amrel from Heaven, and who, under the immediate direction of the 



7 Ibid., XVI, p. 79. 



%bid., I, p. 299. 
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iUmghty, had organised the true Church on the earth after the e:xact pat- 
tern of the organised by God, through Jesus Christ, eighteen hundred 
years before. 

We have recited testimonies of men who knew the prophet and heard 
the story from his own lips. Now in this conclusion let us quote further from 
Edward Stevenson, who not only testifies concerning the heavenly manifesta- 
tions but describes so well the character of J seph Smith. He stated: 

I am a living witness that I peronally heard this young prophet Joseph 
Staith/ testify in 1834 that Jesus 1 words were true and that God had 
called upon him by heavenly vision too re-establish this same order. ^ 

• • * although I was then only one year old in the church and felt as 
though we were highly honored by entertaining a Prophet of God who had 
stood in the presence of God the Father, and Jesus Christ, His only Be- 
gotten upon the earth* And while we heard him tell in his plain simple 
way about this open vision and also of the visit of Moroni, the angel, 
to him, I had a testimony of the truth, for the spirit of God witnessed 
and the Holy Ghost sealed upon me his truthful K>rds. 

I have been with men of God /Joseph Smith & Hyrum Smith/ in their 
mortal life in Michigan, in Missouri and in Illinois and to me it has 
proved that to know them well, has proven to love them dearly • I have 
written much concerning J seph, of his sayings and doings, as I have wit- 
nessed them, and in all my intercourse, with them I testify that I 
have not either been taught anything, or heard them publicly teach any 
principle but what was wholesome, pure and calculated to elevate mortals 
to a higher degree of excellence and salvation, both in this life and 
eternal lives in the worlds to come. And I know that they were pro- 
phets sent of God, and that they opened up a gospel dispensation of sal- 
vation to all who obey and carry out their doctrine which still lives and 
will continue to spread, and do just as thepfrophets left the work - 
gathering the people together, building temples, doihg temple work for 
the living and for the dead - which will increase for at least one 
thousand years to come until every souls in the prison house shall be 
saved and redeemed, and thus fmlfill the great work of the Redeemer who 
died for all. 12 

Joseph Staith claimed to have received many spiritual manifestations 
in addition to those discussed here* Belief in these things were of such 



1 Qlbid., quoting Edward Stevenson 1 s "Reminiscences of Joseph, the 
Prophet," p. 46 • 

11 Ibid., quoting "Liberty Jail, 11 Utah Monthly Magazine, IX, (1893)* 

168. 



12 Ibid.j quoting "Autobiography," pp. 64-65* 258-259* 
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import to the Church that Orson Pratt relat 



was at least one instance where Rejection of a vision -was one of the reasons 



for an excommunication 



13 



Charles W. Panrose, one of the members of the First Presidency of 
the church has declared: 



Joseph F. Smith, sixth President of the Church in this dispensation 
spoke in the Assembly Hall, July 8, 1917* in Salt Lake, delivering this 



testimonial: 



The greatest event that has ever occurred in the world since the resur- 
rection of the Son of God from the tomb and His ascension on high, was 
the coming of the Ffjther and of the Son to that boy Joseph Smith, to 
prepare the way for the laying &£ the foundation of His Kingdom - not 
the kingdom of man <- never more to cease nor be overturned* Having 
accepted this truth, I find it easy to accept of every other truth that 
he enunciated and declared during his mission of fourteen years in the 
world. He never taught a doctrine that -was not true. He never prac- 
ticed a doctrine that he was not commanded to practice. He never ad- 
vocated error. He was not deceived. He saawj he heard; he did as he 
was commanded to doj and therefore, God is responsible for the work 
accomplished by Joseph Smith - not Joseph Smith. The Lord is responsi 
ble for it and not man. 



Summary 



iftg thesis it has been sug ; 



"Did Joseph Smith have visions where he actually saw the Father and the 
Son and the Angel Moroni? 11 can be answered only through individual exper 
ience. There is no physical "evidence" that this manifestation took 



1 ^0r son Pratt's Journal, Church Historians Office, D e c. 29, 1833. 

General Conference Report, Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day- 
Saints, 91-94, 1921-1923, p? 16. 

1 Sibley, op. cit., p. 28. 
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place. Joseph Smith had no witnesses to the first manifestations, although 
(as was pointed out) in later exoeriences he did. 

The thesis has been rather detailed in quoting people who were person- 
ally acquainted with Joseph Smith* In using these sources and the accounts 
in the appendix, the main theme involved is whether Joseph was consistent 
in his story. 

If the investigator will analyze all the sources quoted in their 
context's and take into consideration the apparent intention of their authors* 
it would seem that there would be no question as to the consistency of the 
Joseph Smith Story. t will be noted that most of the statements and ac- 
counts used were made during the lifetime of the Mormon Prophet so that he 
had the opportunity to correct any misconception. 

One of the most outstanding tests of hie consistency was Joseph's 

r 

4 

continuous stand on his original story when confronted by persecution. 
Joseph no doubt had opportunity to deny his stories and save much sorrow. 
Eventually Joseph was willing to give up his life rather than deny his 



claims. 



Problems of accuracy in retold stories will always exist because of 
hu&an errors. These are not as serious as the critics would have us bel: 
An attempt has been made to point these out and show that despite the 
errors in some of the details, the basic aspect of the story prevailed, ; 



that the Father and the Son appeared as two separate personages and that 
another appearance of a heavenly Messenger, Moroni, did constitute the story 
as Joseph dictated it. These basic points of Joseph's cliam seem to be con- 
sistently repeated by those who were more closely associated with him. 

Here, then, we have a story by a man who, rather than deny the various 
aspects of his spiritual manifestation, suffered a mob to kill kasa. His 
family believed him; his friends and close associates honored him by 
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confirming his claims* The authenticity of his sbfcry must be traced back 
to the man himself • Without witness* he made a claim unequalled in all 
history - a visitation of the Father and the Son, and communication with 
both of thenw The integrity of this Mormon prophet seems to have stood the 
test. During his lifetime he was persecuted to such an extent that many 

■ 

times, after beatings and abuses, he was left for dead; yet he never refuted 
his story. Through it all he remained consistent in his declaration that 
he received heavenly manifestations. Criticism and insults have been 
heaped upon him, yet his story remains. Members of the Church of Jesus 
Christ of Latter-day Saints bear testimony that they have received a spiritual 
assurance of the actuality of J Q seph Smith's first vision. The principle of 
revelation from heaven has become the rock upon which the organisation has 
grown* Thus the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints and the story 
of Joseph Smith must stand or fail on the authenticity of the First Vision 
and the appearance of the Angel Moroni. 
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APPENDIX k 



Joseph Smith's Original Manuscript History 



Joseph Smith realized the importance of record keeping. Because 
he did, we have a series of seven volumes of Church History, the first six of 
which were taken from his journals which were kept until his death in 
iS44« One of Joseph's many problems was the unreliability of some of his 
scribes and those who were appointed to be historians in the early period 
of the church 1 s history. Record keeping was difficult under these circum- 
stances, but through Joseph's tenacity, most of the details have been pre- 



served* 



Joseph Smith started officially to write the History of the Church 



Christ of Latter-day Saints sometime 



He used 



a scribe and dictated most of the history. We are also told that the Fictet 

1 

Presidency assisted in writing the history. "What this assistance comprised 
we are left to conjecture. This handwritten copy of the history is in 
possession of the Church Historian's Office. A microfilm has been made 
from the original and from this film the following copy was made. 



name 



dictation. However, recorded in the minut 



General Conference of the Church, at Far West, Missouri, April 6, 1838, is 
the follovdng: 

. . . John Correll and Elias Higbee, historians. George W. Robinson 



^.H.C, III, p. 26 



A-l 
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general church recorder and clerk to the First Presidency, 
Under the date of April 27, 1838, Joseph Smith recorded in his journal: 



t m writing a history 
existence, un to this \ 



Immediately following this entry under date of April 28, 1838, was 
recorded the minutes of the High Council which were attended by Joseph 
Smith and Sidney Rigdon, the First Presidency* These minutes were signed 
by George M. Rabinsoris 

Continuing in Joseph^ journal we find recorded under date of May 
1, 2, 3> and 4, 1838s 

The First Presidency were engaged in church history and ad- 
ministering to the sick.5 

In Joseph 1 s journal dated May 19, 1838, he mentions that he went up 

the river accompanied by President Rigdon and his clerk, George n. Robin- 

6 

son* 

Andrew Jensen, assistant church historian, classified George \h 
Robinson as general church recorder from 1837 to 1840. He was the son-in- 
law of Sidney Rigdon, Robinson later denied the faith and was denounced 
by Joseph Smith, August 29, 1842* He associated with John C. Bennett and 

left Nauvoo in 1843^ 



d&ka it seems that 



6 



document. The following 



2 Ibid., III, pp. 13-14 



3lbid„ III 

TEbid«, III 

5 Ibid., Ill 

Ibid., Ill 



p. 25 • 

pp. 25, 26, 
p. 26. 

P« 35* 



Tkndrew Jensen, Latter-day Saint Biographical Encylopedia 
Lake City: Andrew Jensen Historical Company, 1901), I, p. 253* 
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history which the Prophet kept, which resulted in seven printed volumes and 



lied the Documentary History of the Church. 
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Owing to the many reports which have been put in circulation by 

evil disposed and designing persons in relation to the rise and progress 

Jesus Christ of' 

of the Church of Latter day Saints, all of which have been de- 



mi litat 



church, and its progress in the world I have been induced to write this 
history so as to disabuse the publick mind, and put all enquirers 
after truth into possession of the facts as they have transpired in re- 
lation both to myself and the Church as far as I have such facts in pos- 



session 



In this history I will present the various events in relation 
to this Church in truth and righteousness as they have transpired 
or as they at present exist, being now the eighth year since the organ- 
isation of said Church. I was born in the year of our Lord One 

thousand Eight hundred and five, on the twenty-thrid day of December, 

See note E page 2, addenda 
in the town of Sharon, Widdsor County, State of Vermont, My father* 
My Father 

Joseph Smith Senior, left the State of Vermont and moved to Palmyra, 
Ontario, now M a yne) County in the State of New York TOien I was in my 
tenth year on about four years after my father 1 s arrival at Palmyra, he 
moved with his family into Manchester in the same County of Ontario, 
His family consisting of eleven souls, namely, My Father Joseph Smith, 



Lucy Smith whose name 
u * 



daughter of Solomon Mack, my brothers Alvin (who died Nov 14th 1823 
in the 25 year of his age,) tfyrum, Myself, Samuel-Harrison, "William, 
Don Carlos, and my sisters Sophon$a, Cathrine, and lucy. Sometime in 



''The words "Jesus Christ of" were written above the line. 



2 



"See note E, page 2, addenda My Father" was written above the 



line. 
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the second year $£ter our removal to Manchester, there was in the place 
where we lived an unusual excitement on the subject of religion . It 
commenced with the Methodists, but soon became general among all the 
sects in that • . . /unclear word/ of country, indeed the whole district 
of country seemed affected by it and « . . /unclear word7 multitudes 
united themselves to the different religious parties which created no 
small stir and division among the people, some crying, "Lo here" and 
some Lo there. Some arece contending for the Methodist faith, some for . 
the Presbyterian, and some for the Baptist for not withstanding the 
great love which -the converts to these different faiths expressed at the 
£ime of their conversion, and the great deal manifested by the respective 
Clergy who were active in getting up and promoting this extraordinary 
scene of religious feeling in order to have every body converted as they 
were pleased to call it, let them join what sect they please. Yet. when 



ome 



w 



as # • . /unclear word/ that the seemingly good feelings of both the 



Priests and the converts were more pretended than real, for a scene of 
great confusion and bad feeling ensued, Priest contending against priest, 
and convert against convert so that all their good feelings one for 
another (if tkey ever had any) were entirely lost in a strife of words 



and a contest about opinions • 

I was at this time in my fifteenth year. My F a thers family 



we 



3 



re proselyted in the Presbyterian faith and four of them joined that Church, 



Namely, My Mother Lacy, My Brothers Hyrum, Samuel Harrison, and my 



Sister Sophonia 



ime of great excitement my mind 



serious reflection and great uneasiness, but though my feelings were 
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deep and often puggent, still I kept myself aloof from all these parties 
though I attended their several meetings as often as occasion would per- 
mit. But in process of time my mind became somewh&t partial to the 
Methodist sect, and I felt some desire to be united -with them, but so 
great was the confusion and strife amongst the different denominations 
that it was impossible £or a person . • « /unclear word/ as I was and so 
unqcquanited with men and things to come to any certain conclusion who 
was right and who was wrong. My mind at different times was greatly 
excited the cry and tumult were so great and in* • . /unclear word7# 
The Presbyterians were most decided against the Baptist and Methodists 
in their turn were equally Zealous in daarieavoring to establish their own 
tenets and disprove all others. 

In the midst of this war of words, and tumult of opinions, I 
often said to myself, What is to be done? Who of all these parties are 
right? or are they all wrong together? and if any one of them be right 
which is it? And how shall I know it? 

While I was laboring under the extreme difficulties caused by 
the contests of their . . . /unclear word/ of religionists, I was one 
day reading the Epistle of James, First Chapter and fifth verse which 
reads: "If any of you lack wisdom, Let him ask of God, that giveth to all 
men liberally and upbraideth not, and it shall be given him. Never did 
any passage of scrifcfcure come with more power to the heart of man that 
this did at this time to mine. It seemed to enter with great force 
into every feeling of my heart. I reflected on it again and again, 
knowing that if any person needed wisdom from God, I did for . • . 
/unclear word/ act I did not know and unless I could get more wisdom 
than I had I could never know for the teachers of religion of the 
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different sects under stood the same passage of scripture so differently 
as to destroy all confidence in settling the question by an an appeal, 
to the Bible, kt length I came to the conclusion that I must either 

P 

remain in darkness and confusion or else * . • /unclear word/ I must go 
as James directs, that is, ask of God, I at last came to the determi.na.fe 
tion to ask of God, concluding that if he gave -wisdom to them that 
lacked wisdom, and would give liberally and not upbraide I might venture* 
So in accordance with this my determination to ask of God, I retired to 
the woods to make the attempt. It was in the monning of a beautiful 
clear day early in the spring of Eighteen hundred and twenty. It was 
the first time in ray life that I had made such an attempt, for amidst 
all my anxieties I had never as yet made the attempt to pray vocally, 

After I had retired into the place where I had ppeviously de- 
signed to go, having looked around me and finding myself along, I 
kneeled down and began to offer up the desires of my heart to God, I 
had scarcely done so, when immediat ely I was siezed upon by sane power 
which entirely overcame me and had such astonishing influence over me 
as to bind my tongue so that I could not speak. Thick darkness gathered 
around me and it seemed to me for a time as if I were doomed to sudden 
destruction. But exerting ill my powers to call upon God to deliver 
me out of the power of this enemy which had siezed upon me and at the 
very moment when I was ready to sink into despair and abondon myself to 
destruction, not fc> an imaginary ruin but to the power of sane actual 
being from the unseen world who had such marvelous power as I had never 
before flit in any being. Just at this moment of great ♦ , • ^unclear 
word/ I saw a pillar of light exactly over my head above the brightness 
of the sun, which descended gradually until it fell upon me. It no 
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sooner appeared than I found myself delivered from the enemy which held 
me bound, Mien the light rested upon me I saw two peronages (whose 
brightness and glory defy all description) standing above me in the air 
One of them spake unto me calling me by name and said (pointing to the 
other) "This is my beloved Son, hear him; My object in going to inquire 
of the Lord was to know which of all the sects was right, that I might 
know which to join. No sooner therefore did I get possession of myself 
so as to be able to speak, trhan I asked the personages who stood above 
me in the light, which of all the sects was right, (for at this time 
it had never entered into my heart that all were wrong) and which I 
should join, I was answered that I must join none of them, for they 
were all wrong, and the Personage who addressed me said that all their 
Creeds were an abomination in his sight, that their professors were all 
corrupt, that they draw near to me with their lips but their hearts are 
far from me, they teach for doctrines the commandments of men, having a 
form of Godliness but they deny the power thereof." He again forbade me 
to join with any of them and many more things did he say unto me which 

I cannot write at this time. When I came to myself again, I found my- 

«B Note p. 

siif lidng on my back looking up into Heaven.- 5 Some few days after I 
had this vision I happened to be im company with one of the Methodist 
Preachers who was . • . ^unclear word/ active in the beforementioned 
religious excitement and conversing with him on the subject of religion 
I took occasion to give him an account of the vision which I had tehd. 
I was greatly surprised at his behaviour, he treated my communication 
not only lightly but with great contempt, saying it was all of the Devil, 
that there was no such thing as visions or revelations in th§se days. 

3»B Note p# 132 11 written above the line after Heaven. 
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Joseph 1 s explanation of the appearance of God cheated excitement in the 
gion and -was the cause of great persecution which continued to increase 
and though I was an obscure boy only between fourteen and fifteen years 
of age, or thereabouts and my circumstances in life such as to make a 
boy of no consequence in the world. let men of high standing would take 
notice sufficient to excite the public mind against me and createaa hot 
persecution and this was common among all the sedts: all united to 
persecute me. If has often caused me serious relfection both then and 
since, how very strange it was that an obscure boy of a little over four- 
teen years of age and one to whom was doomed to the necessity of obtaining 
a "scanty maintainance by his daily labor should be thought a character 
of sufficient importance to attract the attention of the great ones of 
the most popular sects of the day so as to creat in them a spirit of the 
the bitterest persecution and reviling. But strange or not so it was, 
and was often cause of great sorrow to myself. However it was . . » 
/unclear word/ a fact, that I had had a vision, I have thought since that 
I felt much like Paul when he made his defence before Aggrippa and 
related the account of the vision he had when he saw a light and heard 
a voice, but still there were but a few who believed him. Smme said he 
was dishonest, others said he was mad, and he was ridiculed and reviled, 
But dll this did not destroy the reality of his vision. He had seen a 
vision he knew he had and all the persecution under Heaven could not 
make it otherwise and though they should persecute him unto death. Yet 
he knew and would know to his latest breath that he had both seen a 
light and heard a voice speaking unto him and all the world could not 
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make him think or believe otherwise. So it was with me, I had actually 
seen a light and in the midst of that light I saw two personages, and 
they did in reality speak unto me, or one of them did, and though I was 
hated and persecuted for saying me reviling me and speaking all manner 
of evil against me falsely for so saying, I was led to sayin my heart, 
why persecute me for telling the truth? I have actually seen a vision, 
and who am I that I can "withstand God" ar why does the world think to 
make deny what I have actually seen for I had seen a vision, I knew it, 
and I knew that God knew it, and I could not deny it, neither dare I do 
it, at least I knew that by so doing I would off fend God and come under con< 
demnation* I had now got my mind satisfied so far as the Sedtarian world 
was concerned, that it was not my duty to join with any of them but con- 
tinue as I was flntill further directed. I had found the testimony of 
James to be true, that a man who lacked wisdom might ask of God, and ob- 
tain and not be upbraided. I continued to pursue my common avocations 
in life untill the twenty first of Steptember, one thousand eight hundred 
and twenty three, all the tijue suffering severe persecutions at the hand 
of all classes of men, both religious and irreligious because I continued 
to affirm that I had seen a vision. During the space of time which inter- 
vened between the time I had the vision and the year eighteen hundred 
and twenty three (having been forbidden to join any of the religious 
sects of the day, and being of very tender years and persecuted by those 
who ought to have been my friends, and to have treated my kindly and if 
they supposed me to be deluded to have endeavored in a proper and af- 
fectionate manner to have reclaimed me) I was left to all » . « Jmiclear 
words7 temptations, and mingling vdth society I frequently fell into 
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foolish errors and displayed the weakne 



human nature 



See Note C p 



123 ( 

Godc^ 



>ny 



condemned for my 



weakness and imperfect ions ; where on the evening of the above mentioned 
twenty first of September, after I had retired to my bed for the night 
I betook myself to prayer and supplication to Almighty God for forgive- 
ness, of all my sins and follies, and aiso for a manifestation to me that 



my 



full 



dence in bbtaining a devine manifestation as I had previously had one 
While I was thus in act of calling upon God, I discovered a light 
appearing the room which continued to increase untill the room was 
lighter than at noonday when immediately, a personage appeared at my 
bedside standing in the air for his feet did not touch the floor, He 
had an a loose robe of most exouisite whiteness© It was a whiteness 



beyond any earthly I had ever seen, nor do I believe that any earthly 
thing could be made to appear so exceedingly white and brilliant, His 
hands were naked and his arms also a little above the wrist. So also 



were his feet naked as were his legs a little above the ankles. His 
head and neck were also bare* I could discover that he had no other 
clothing on but this robe as it was open so that I could see into his 
bosom* Not only was his robe exceedingly white but his whole person was 
glorious beyond description* And his countenance truly like lightning • 



was exceedingly light, but not so very bright as immediat 



around 



him 



fear soon left me 



unt 



"See Note C p. 123 (133?)" is written above the words "sight 



of God," 
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a messenger sent from the presence of God to me and that his name ms 
Moronic 

Nephi* That God had a work for me to do, a,nd that my najne should be 
had for good and evil among all nations kndreds and tongues o or that 
it should be both good and evil spoken of among all people He said 
there was a book deposited written ppon feold plates, giving an account 
of the former inhabitants of this continent and the source from whence 



they sprang. He also said that the fulness of the everlasting Gospel 
was contained in it as delivered by the Saviour to the Ancient inhabi- 



tants© Also that there was two stones in silver bows and these stones 
(fastened to a breast plate) constituted what is called the Urim and 
ThuiiHiim deposited with the plates and the possession and use of these 



stones was what constituted seers in ancient or former times and that 



God had prepared them for the purpose of translating the book* After 
telling me these things he commenced quoting the prophecies of the Old 
testament, he first quoted part of the third chapter of Mala c hi and he 
quoted also the forth or last chapter of the same prophecy though with 
a little variation from the way it reads in our Bibles. Instead of 
quoting the first verse as reads in our books he quoted it thus, For 
behold the day comet h that shall burn as an oven, and all the proud yea 
and all that do wickedly shall burn as stubble, for the day that cometh 
shall burn them saith the Lord of hosts, that it shall leave them 



neither root nor branch. 11 And again he quoted the fifty verse thus, 
"Behold I will reveal unto you the Priesthood by the hand of Elijah 
the Pronhet before the coming of the £reat and dreadful day of the 



^"Moroni" is written above the name "Nephi" with an asterisk 
next to it referring to a note at the bottom of the page: "Evidentl; 
a clerical error, see Doc. & &ov., Sec. 50 par. 2; Sec. 106. par 50 
/20?7o Also Elders Journal Vol e 1 page 43. Should be Moroni." 
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Lord*" He also quoted the next verse differently, tod he shall plant in 
the hearts of the Children the promise made to the fathers, and the 
hearts of the Children shall turn to their fathers, if it were not so 
the whole earth would be utterly waisted at his coming n In addition to 
these he quoted the Eleventh Chapter of Isaiah saying that it was about 
to be fulfilled. He quoted also the third chapter of Acts, twenty second 
and thwenty third verses precisely as they stand in our new testament 
He said that that prophet was Christ, but the day had not yet come when 
"they who would not hear his voice should be cut off from among the 
people o 11 but woon would come He also quoted the second Chafer of Joel 
from the twenty eighth to the last He also said that this was 

not yet fulfilled* but was soon to be. And he further stated the full- 
ness of the gentiles was soon to come in„ He quoted many other passages 
of scripture and offered many explanations which cannot be mentioned here. 
Again he told me that when I got the plates of which he had spoken (for 
the time that they should be obtained was not yet tfulfilled) I should not 
show them to any persons neither the breastplate with the Urim and Thummim 
only to those to whom I should be commanded to show them* If I did I 
should be destroyed, While he was conversing with me about the plates the 
vision was opened to my mind that I could see the place where the 
plates were deposited and that so clearly and distinctly that I knew 
the Dlace a«ain when I visited it. After this communication I saw the 

4^. ^ I II f 

light M the room begin to gather immediately around the person of him 
who had been speaking to me, and it continued to do so until the room 
was again left dark except just round hi$, when instantly I saw as it 
were a conduit open right up into heaven, and he ascended up till he 
entirely disappeared and the room was left as it had been before this 
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heavenly light had made its appearance 

I lay musing on the singularity of the scene and marveling 
greatly at what had been told me by this extraordinary messenger, when 
in the midst of my meditation I suddenly discovered that my room was 
again beginning to get lighted, and in an instant as it were, the same 
heavenly messenger was again by my bedside* He commenced and again 
stated the very same things which he had done at his first visit without 
the least variation which having done, he informed me of great judge- 
ments which were coming upon the earth which great desolations by famine, 
sword, and pestilence, and that these grievous judgements would come on 
the earth in this generation* Having related these things he again 
ascended as he had done before© 

By this time to deep were the impfessions made on my mind that 
sleep had fled from my eyes and I lay overwhelmed in astonishment at 
what I had both seen and heard; But what was my surprise when again I 
beheld the same messenger at my bedside, and hear him rehearse or 
repeat over again to me the same things as before and added a caution 
to me, telling 'i me that Satan would try to tempt me (in consequence of the 
indigent circumstances of my father ! s family) to get the plates for the 
purpose of getting rich, This he forbid me, saying that I must have 
no other object in view in getting the plates but to glorify God, and 
must not be influenced by any other motive but that of building his 
Kingdom, otherwise I could got get them. After this thrid visit he 
again ascended up into heaven as before and I was again left to 
ponder on the strangeness of what I had just experienced, when almost 
immediately after the heavenly messenger had ascended from me the 
third time, the cock crowed, and I found that day was approaching so 
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our interviews must have 



I 



shortly after arose from my bed, and as usual went to the necessary 
labors of the day, but in attempting to 3abor as at other times, I 
found my strength so exhausted as rendered me entirely unable* My 
father who was labbiring along with me discovered something to be wrong 
with me and told me to go home. I started with the intention of going 
to the house, but in attempting to cross the fence out of the field 



where we were, my stsength entirely failed me and I fell hejhpless on the 
ground and for a time was quite unconscious of any thing. The first 
thing that I can recollect was a voice speaking unto me calling me by 
name, I looked up and beheld the same messenger atandinging over my hea< 
surrounded by light as before. He then again related unto me all that 
he had related to me the previous night, and commanded me to go to my 



father and tell him of the vision and commandments which I had received* 



I obeyed, I returned back to my father in the field and rehearsed the 
whole matter to him. He replied to me that it was of God, and to go 
and do as commanded by the messenger, I left the field and want to the 
place where the messenger had told me the plates were deposited, and 
owing to the distinctness of the vision which I had had concerning it, I 



knew the pla 



Under a stone of con- 



siderable size, lay the plates deposited in a stone box, This stone was 
thick and rounding in the middle of the upper side, and thinner towards 
the edees. so that the middle part of it was visible above the ground, 



but the edge all round was covered with earth. Having removed the eart] 
and obtained a lever which I got fixed under the edge of the stone, and 
with a little exertion raised it up, I looked in tad there indeed did I 



Urim and Thummim 
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by the messenger* The box in which they lay was formed by laying stones 
together in some kind of cement, the bottom of the box were laid two 
stones cross ways of the box, and on these stones lay the plates and 
the other things with them. I made an attempt to take them out but was 
forbidden by the messenger and was agin informed that the time for bring 



ing them forth tod not yet arrived, neither would untill four years from 

e, but he told me that I should come to that place precisely in 
one year from that time and that he would ther meet with me and that I 

r 

should continue to do so untill the time should come for obtaining the 

i 

plates. Accordingly as I had been cctmanded I went at the end of each 

year and at each time I found the same messenger there and received in- 

> 

struction and intelligence from him at each of our interviews respecting 
what the Lord was going to do, and how and in what manner his kingdom 
whs to be conducted in the last days* As my father *s worldly circum- 
stances were very limited we were under the necessity of laboring with 
our hands, hiring by days works and otherwise as we could get oppor- 
tunity sometimes we were at home and some time abroad wad by continued 
labor were enabled to get a comfortable maintenance* In the year Eigh- 
teen hundred and twenty four my fathers family met with a . . ♦ jfunclear 
word7 affliction by the death of my eldest brother Alvin* In the 

October Eighteen hundred and twenty five I hired with an old 
gentleman, by the name of Josiah Stoal who lived in Chenango County, 



State 



f New York # He had heardd something of a silver mine having beei 
Iqy the Spaniards in Harmony, Susquehanah County State of Pennsyl 



vania, and had previous to my hiring with him been digging in order 



%£ possible 



After I went to live with hij 



among the rest of his hands to dig for the silver mine, at which 
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continued to -work for nearly a month without success in our undertaking 
and finally I prevailed with the gold gentleman to cease digging after 
it. Hence arose the very prevalent story of ray having been a money 
digger . 

During the time that I was thus employed I was put to board with 
a Mr* Isaac Hale of that place, It was there that I first saw my wife, 
(his daughter) Emma Hale, On the eighteenth of January Eighteen 

■m. 

hundred and twenty seven we were martied while yet I was employed in the 
service of Mr* Stoal* Owing to my still continuing to aswert that I 
had seen a vision, persecution still followed me and my wife's father's 

■ 

family was very much opposed to our being married, I was therefore under 
the necessity of taking her elsewhere, so we went and were married at 

r 

f 

the house of Squire Tarbill in South Bainbridge, Chenango County, New 
York) Immediately after my marriage I left Mir* Stoal, and went to my 
father's and farmed with him that season* At length the time arrived 
for obtaining the plates, the Urim and Thummim 4nd the breastplate, On 
the twenty second day of September, one thousand eight hundred and 
twenty seven, having went as usual at the end of another year to the 
place where th^y were deposited, the same heavenly messenger delivered 
them up to me with this charge that I should be responsible for them* 
That if I should let them go carelessly or through any neglect 6f mine 
I should be cut off, but that if I would use all my endeavors to preserve 
them until he (the messenger) should call for them* they should be 
protected. I soon found out the reason why I had received such strict 
charges to keep them safe and why it was that the messenger had said 
that when I had done what was required at my hand, he would call for 
them, for no sooner was it known that I had them than the most 




strenous exertions were used to get them from me. Every stratagem that 
could be invented was resorted to for that purpose. The persecution 
became more bitter and severee than before, and multitudes were on the 
alert continualy to get them from me if possible but by the wisdom of 
God they remained safe in my hands untill I had accomplished by them 
what was required ferb my hand, when according to arrangement the messen- 
ger called for them, I delivered them up to him and he has them in his 
charge until this day, being the second day of May, one thousand eight 
hundred and thirty eight. 



i 
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APPENDIX B 



Pearl of Great Price Account 



The Story of the first vision and the visitation of Moroni was 
published in the first edition of the Pearl of Great Price in 1851. Thee 
story was not voted on by the Church as part of the Standard works until 
October, 1880. In 1902 James E. Talmage of the Council of Twelve was 
assigned to make a revision of the Pearl of Great Price including the 
Story of the Fisst Vision and Moroni's visit. In the October conference 
of that year it was again voted on by the Church and accepted as scripture. 
A fourth major edition of the Pearl of Great Price was made in 1921. This 
was revised by the First Presidency primarily to make it a reference work. 
In each edition minor errors of punctuation, grammar and mechanics have 
been corrected and the following copy is made from the 19&3 published 
copy using the format and general editorial changes of the 1921 revision. 
More information concerning each of these editions and more details con- 
cerning the changes made can be found in the source below! ' 



1 James Clark, The Story of the Pearl of Great Price (Salt Lake 
C$ty, Utah: Bookcraft Inc., 1955), pp. 186-221* 



96 

1. Owing to the many reports -which have been put in circula- 
tion by evil-disposed and designing persons, in relation to the rise 
and progress of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, all of 
which have been designed by the authors thereof to militate against its 
character as a Church and its progress in the world^-I have been induced 
to write this history, to disabuse the public mind, and put all inquirers 
after truth in possession of the facts*, as they have transpired, in 

■■j 

relation both to myself and the Church so far as I have such fadts in 
my possession* 

i 

2* In this history I shall present the various events in rela- 
tion to this Church, in truth and righteousness, as they have transpired, 
or as they at present exist, being now the eighth year since the organ- 
ization of the said church* 

3» I was born in the year of our Lord on thousand eight hun- 
dred and five, on the twenty-third day of December, in the town of Sharon, 
Windsor county, State of Venaont • . « Ify father, Joseph Smith, Sen., 
left the State of Vemont, and moved to Palmyra, Ontario (now Wayne) 

i 

county, in the state of N e w York, when I was in my tenth year, or there** 

i. ■ k 

■i 

abouts* In about four years after my father's arrival in Palmyra, he 
moved with his family into Manchester in the same county of Ontario— 

r 

4. His family consisting of eleven souls, namely, my father, 
Joseph &nith; my mother Lucy Smith (whose name, previous to her mar- 
raige, was Mack, daughter o* Solomon Mack); my brothers, Alvin (Who 
died November 19th, 1824> in the 27th year of his age), Ityrum, myself, 
Samuel Harrison, WLlliam, Don Carlo s; and my sisters, Sophronia, Cath- 
erine, and Lucy* 

5» Some time in the second year after our removal to Manchester, 
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there was in the place where we lived an unusual excitement on the subj 
of religion* It commenced with the Methodists, but soon became general 



.ong all the sects in that region of couisbry 



district of country seemed affected fcylit, and 



multitudes united 



themselves to the different religious parties, which created no small stir 
and division amongst the people, some crying, tt lo, here?* and others, ^Lo, 



ontending for the Methodist 



some 



Presbyterian, and some for the Baptist • 

6. For, notwithstanding the great love which the converts to 
these differant faiths expressed at the time of their conversion and the 
great zeal manifested by the respective clergy, who were active in get- 
ting up and promoting this extraordinary scene of religious feeling, 
in order to have everybody converted, as they were pleased to call it, 
let them join what sect they pleased j yet when the converts began to 
file off, some to one party and some to another, it was seen that the 
seemingly good feelings of bothsthe prtfcsts and the converts Iregan tore 
pretended than real; for a scene of great confusion and bad feeling en- 
suedwpriest contending against priest, and convert against convertj so 
that all their good feelings one for another, if they ever had any, were 
entirely lost in a strife of words and a contest about opinions. 



7. 



was at this time in my fifteenth 



My fat her f s family 



was proselyted to the P r esbyterian faith, and four of them joined that 



church, namely, my mother 
and my sister Sophronia* 



my bnfehers Ifyrum and Samuel Harrison 



During this time of great excite) 



ly mind was called 



and 'great uneasiness; but though my feeling 



and often poignant 



from all 



98 

parties, though I attended their several meetings as often as occasion 
would permit. In process of time my mind bedame somewhat partial to 

■ k 

the Methodist sect, and I felt some desire to be united with them; but 
so great were the confusion and strife among the different denominations, 
that itr was ^impossible for a person young as I was, and so unacquainted 
with men and things, to come to any certain conclusion who was right and 
who was wrong* 

9» *fy mind at times was greatly excited, the cry and tumult wer£ 
so great and incessant • The Presbyterians were most decided against the 
Baptists and Methodists, and used all the powers of both reason and 
sophistry to prove their errors, or, at least, to make the people think 
they were in error. On the other hand, the Baptists and Methodists in 
their turn were equally zealous in endeavoring to establish their own 
tenets and disprove all others • 

10 # In the midst of this war of words and tumult of opinions, I 
oftteh said to myself % What is to be done? Who of all these parties are 
right; or, are they all wrong together? If any one of them be right, 
which is it, and how shall I know it? 

11 # While I was laboring under the extceme difficulties caused 
by the contests of these parties of religionists, I was one day reading 
the Epistle of James, first chapter and fifth verse, which reads! If any 
of you lack wisdom, let him ask of God, that giveth to all men liberally, 
and upbraideth not; and it shall be given him. 

12« Never did any passage ofi scripture come with more power 

r 

to the heart of man than this did at this time to mine. It seemed to 
enter with great force into every feeling of my heart. I reflected on 

i 

it again and again, knowing that if any person needed wisdom flrom God, 
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I did; for how to act I did not know, and unless I could get more wisdom 



than I then had, I would never know; for the teachers of religion of the 
different sects understood the same passages of scripture so differently 
as to destroy all confidence in settling the question by an appeal to the 
Bible* 



13 • At length I came to the conclusion that I must either re 

j- ... ■■ 

lain in darkness and confusion* or else I must do as James direct 



S .■■ ■ - ; 

is ask, of God. I at length came to the determination to "ask of God, 11 
concluding that if he gave wisdom to them that lacked wisdom, and would 

r . 1, ■ 

"\ ...... . ■ _ 

give liberally, and not upbraid, 1 might venture . 

14* So, in accordance with this, my determination to ask of God, 

■ 1 1 *" 

I retired to the woods to make the attempt ♦ It was onihe morning of a 
beautiful, clear day, early in the spfcing of eighteen hundred and twnety 



y _ ■ ■ ■ i 



It was the first time in my life that I had made such an attempt, for 
amidst all my anxieties I had never as yet made the attempt to pray vocally 

15> After I had retired to the place where I had previously 

j ■ ■ ■ j- . ■■ 

designed to go, having looked around me, and finding myself alone, I 

* 

kneeled down and began to offer up the desire of my heart to God. I had 



scarcely done so, when immediately I was seized upihn lay seme power which 



ly overcame 



and had such an astonishing influence 



e as to 



ind my tongue so that I could not speak 
Le, and it seemed to 

16. But, exerting all my powers 
ut of the power of this enemy which 



Thick darkness gathered around 



doomed to sudden destruction 



Gel jLIL upon God to deliver me 



e, and at the 



■■■■ ■■ 

very moment when I was ready to sink into despair and abandon myself 



destruction 



an imaginary ruin, but to the power of some actual 



. . . ■ . . ■> ■ ■ ■ - ■ • 

being from the unseen world, who had such marvelous 



i 

y 
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before felt in any being— just at this moment of great alarm, I saw a 
pillar of light exactly over my head, above the brightness of the sun, 
which descended gradually until it fell upon me* 

17* It no sooner appeared than I found myself delivered from 
the enemy which held me bound. Mien the light rested upon me I saw two 
personages, whose brightness and glory defy all description, standing 

■i 

above me in the air* One of them spake unto me, calling me by name and 
said, pointing to the other— This is Ify Beloved Son. Hear Ham! 

1&* Ify object in going to inquire of the Lord was to know which 
of the sects was right that I might know which to join* No sooner, 
therefore, did I get possession of myself, so as to be able to speak, than 
I asked the Personages who stood afeove me in the light, which of all the 
sects was right-— and which I should join* 

19» I was answered that I must join none of them, for they were 
all wrong; and the Personage who addressed me said that all their creeds 

■ 

were an abomination in his sight} that those professors were all corrupt; 
that: at hey draw near to me with their lips, but their hearts are far 
from me, they teach for doctrines the commandment s of men, having a form 
of godliness, but they deny the power thereof 

20* He again forbade me to join with any of them; and many other 
things did he say unto me, which I cannot write at this time* Tfftxen I 
came to myself again, I found myself lying on my back, looking up into 
heaven* When the light had departed, I had no strength; but soon recover- 
ing in acme desgree, I went home. And as I leaned up to the fireplace 
mother inquired what the matter was, I replied, "Never mind, all is 
well— I am well enough off." I then said to my mother, "I have learned 
for myself that P r esbyterianism is not time.* It seems as though the 



101 

adversary was aware, at a very early period of ray lif e, that I was 
destined to prove a disturber and an annoyer of his kingdom; else why 
should the powers of darkness combine against me?? Why the opposition 

r 

and persecution that arose against me, almost in my infancy? 

21 ♦ Some few days after I had this vision, I happened to be in 
company with one of the Methodist preachers, who was very active in the 
before mentioned religious excitement; and, conversing with him on the 
subject of religion, I took occasion to give him an account of the 

m 

ft 

vision which I had had, I was greatly surprised at his behavior; he 
treated nay communication not only lightly, but with great contempt, say- 
ing it was all of the devil, that there were no such things as visions or 
retelations in these days; ttott all such things had ceased with the 
apostles, and that there would never be any more of them* 

22# I soon found, however, that my telling the story had excited 
a great deal of prejudice against me among professors of religion and was 
the cause of great persecution, which continued to increase; and though 
I was an obscure boy, only between fourteen and fifteen years of age, and 
my circumstances in life such as to make a boy of no consequence in the 
world, yet men of high standing would take notice sufficient to excite 
the public mind against me, and creat a bitter persecution; and this 

-L 

was common among all the sects— all united to persecute me* 

23 « It cause me serious reflection then, and often has since, 
how very strange it was that an obscure boy, of a little over fourteen 
years of age, and one, too, who was doomed to the necessity of obtaining 
a scanty maintenance by his daily labor, should be thought a character of 
sufficient importance to attract the attention of the great ones of the 
most popular sects of the day, and in a manner to creat in them a spirit 
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of the most bitter persecution and reviling. But strange or not, so it 
was, and it was often the cause of the great sorrow to myself. 

24 • However, it was nevertheless a fact that I had beheld a 
vision. I have thought since, that I felt much like Paul, when he made 
his defense before King Agrippa, and related the account of the vision he 
had when he saw a light, and heardd avoice; but still there were but few 
who believed him; some said he was dishonest, others said he was madj 
and he was ridiculed and reviled. But all this did not destroy the reality 
of his vision. He had seen a visifcn, he knew he had, and all the perse- 
cution under heaven could not make it otherwise; and though they should 
persecute him unto death, yet he knew, and would know to his latest 
breath, that he had both seen a light and heard a voice speaking unt© 

"> ■ . . 

him, and all the world could not make him think ar believe otherwise. 

25 • So it was with me. I had actually teen a light, and in the 
midst of that light I saw two Personages, and they did in reality speak 
to me j and though I was hated and persecuted for saying tha.t I had seen 
a vision^ yet it was true; and while they were persesfcting me, reviling 
me, and speaking all manner of evil against me falsely for so saying, 
I was led to say in my heartl Why persecute me for telling the truth? 

i 

I have actually seen a vision; and who am I that I can withstand God, 
or why does the world think to make me deny %hat I have actually seen? 
For I had seen a vision; I knew it, and I knew that God knew it, and I 
could not deny it, neither dared I do it; at least I knew that by so 
doing I would ASf end God, and come under condemnation. 

26 ♦ I had now got my mind satisfied so far as the sectarian world 
was concerned— that it was not my duty to join with any of them, but 
to continue as I was until further directed. I had found the testimony 
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of James to be true— that a man who lacked wisdom might ask of God, and 
obtain, and not be upbraided. 

27. I continued to pursue my common vocations in life until 

the twenty-first of September, one thousand eight hundred and twenty- 
three, all the time suffering severe persecution at the hands of all 
classes of men, both religious and irreligious, because I continued to 
affirm that I had seen a vision • 

28. During the space of time which intervened between the time 
I had the vision and the year eighteen hundred and twenty-three— 
having been forbidden to join any of the religious sects of the day, and 
being of very tender years, and persecuted by those who tought to have been 

r_ 

my riends and to have treated me kindly, and if they supposed me to be 

r" 

deluded to have endeavored in a proper and affectionate manner to have 
reclaimed me— I was left to all kinds of temptations; and, mingling with 
all kinds of society, I frequently fell into many foolish errors, and 

+ i 

displayed the weakness of youth, and the foibles of human nature; which, 
I am sorry to say, led me into divers temptations, offensive in the sight 

' 4.. 

of God* In making this confession, no one need suppose me guilty of any 

■ ) 

great or malignant sins. A disposition to commit such was never in my 
nature. But I was guilty of levity, and some times associated with jovial 
company, etc., not consistent with that character which ought to be main- 
tained by one who was called of God as I had been. But this will not 
seem very strange to any one who recollects my youth* and is acquainted 
with my native cheery temperament. 

29. In consequence of these things, I often felt condemned for 

my weakness and imperfections; when, on the -evening of the above-mentioned 
twenty-first of September, after I had retired to my bed for the night, 
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I betook myself to prayer and supplication to Almighty God for forgive-* 
ness of all my sins and follies, and also for a manifestation to me, 
that I might know of my state and standing before himj for I had full 
confidence in obtaining a divine manifestation, as I previously had one 

30# Tdhile I was thus in the act of calling upon God, I dis- 
covered a light appearing in my roc^, which continued to increase until 
the room was lighter than at noonday, when immediately a personage ap~ 
peared at my bedside, standing in the air, for his feet did not touch 



the floor * 



31. He had on a loose robe of most exquisite whiteness* It was 
a whiteness beyond anything earthly I had ever seen; nor do I believe 
that any earthly thing c ould be made to appear so exceedingly white 

* + 

- j 
and brilliant* His hands were naked, and his anas also, a little above 

the wrist; so also, were his feet naked, as were 

above the ankles. His head and neck were also bare. I could discover 



that he no other clothing on but this robe, as it was open, so that 
I could see into his bosom* 

32 • Not only was his robe exceedingly white, but hie whole 
person was gloriously beyond description, and his countenance truly like 
lightning. The room <was exceedingly light, but no so very bright as 
immediately around his person* When I first looked upon him, I was 
afraid j but the fear soon left me * 

33* He called me by name, and said unto me that he was a mes- 
senger sent from the presence of God to me, and that his name -was Moronij 

r ■ 

that God had a work for me to do; and that my name should be had for 
good and evil among all nations, kindreds, and tongues, or that it should 
be both gaid and evil spoken of among all peoplfe* 
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34* He said thaere was a book deposited, written upon gold 
plates, giving an account of the former inhabitants of this continent* 
and the source from whence they sprang. He also said that the fulness 
of the everlasting Gospel was contained in it, as delivered by the Savior 
to the ancient inhabitants} 

35# Also^ that there were two stones in silver bows — and these 
stones, fastened to a breastplate, constituted what is called the Urim 
and Thummim— deposited with the plates; "and the possession and use of 
these stones were what constituted * seers* in ancient or former times j 
and that God had prepared them for the purpose of translating the book* 

36* After telling me these things, he commenced quoting the 
prophecies of the Old Testament* He first quoted part of the third 
chapter of Malachi; and he quoted also the fourth or last chapter of the 
same prophecy; although with a little variation from the way it reads in 
pur Bibles* Instead of quoting the first verse as it reads in our books, 
he quoted it thus a 

37 • For behold, the day comet h that shall burn as an oven, and all 
the prouri£ yea, and all that do wickedly shall burn as stubble j for they 
that cofte shall burn them, saith the Lord of Hosts, that it shall leave 
them neither root nor branch. 

38# And again, he quoted the fifth verse thus a Behold, I will 
reveal unto you the Priesthood, by the hand of Elijah the prophet, be- 
fore the coming of the great and dreadful day of the I^rd* 

■■ ■ 

39 • He also quoted the next verse differently a And he shall 
plant in the hearts of the children the promises made to the fathers, 
and the hearts of the children shall turn to their lathers* If it were 
not so, the whole earth would be utterly wasted at his coming. 



40, In addition to these, he quoted the eleventh chapter of 
Isaiah, saying that it was about to be fulfilled* He quoted also the 
thrid chapter of Acts, twenty-second and tfrenty-third verses, precise- 
ly as they stand in our New Testament * He said that that prophet was 

■i 

Christ; but the day had not yet come when *they who would not hear his 
voice should be cut off from among the people, n but soon would come, 

41 ♦ He also quoted the second chapter of Joel, from the twenty-firs 
eighth verse to the last* He also said that this was not yet fulfilled, 
but was soon to be* And he further stated that the fulness of the 

r" 

Gentiles was soon to come in* He quoted many other passages of scrip** 
ture, and offered many explanations which cannot be mentioned here • 

42 , Again, he told me, that when I got those plates of which 
he had spoken~for the time that th^y should be obtained was not yet 
fulfilled— 3 should not show them to any person; neither the breast- 

■ 

plate with the Urim and Thummimj only to those to whom I should be com- 
manded to show themj if I did I should be destroyed, While he was con- 

- -71*- ■ 

versing with me about the plates, the vision was opened to my mind that 

■i 

I could see the place where the plates were deposited, and that so 

i _ 

clearly and distinctly that I knew the place again when I visited it, 

43 • After this communication I saw the ligftt in the room begin 
to gather immediately around the person of him who had been speaking to 
me, and it continued to do so until the room was again left dark, except 

■-. 

■i 

just around him j when, inetantly I saw, as it were, a condfitit open right 
up into heaven, and he ascended till he entirely disappeared, and the 
road was left as it had been before this heavenly light had made its 
appearance, 

44, I lay musing on the singularity of the scene, and marveling 
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greatly at what had been told to me by this extraordinary messenger; when 
in the midst of my meditation, I suddenly discovered that my room was 
again beginning to get lighted, and in an instant, as it were, the same 
heavenly messenger was again by my bedside, 

45 • He commenced, and again related the very same things which 
he had done at his first visit, without the least variation; which having 

■ 

done, he informed me of great judements which were coming upon the earth 
with great desolations by famine, sword, and pestilence; and that these 
grievous judgements would come t>n the earth in this generation. Having 
related these things he again ascended as he had done before, 

m 

46* By this time, so deep were the impressions made on my mind, 
that sleep had fled from my eyes, and I lay overwhelmed in astonishment 
at what I had both seen and heard. But what was my surrprise when, again 

L 

I beheld the same messenger at my b edside, and heard him rehearse or 
repeat over again to me the same things as before; and added a caution 
to mei telling me that Satan would try to tempt me ( in conse- 

■1 

quence of the indigent circumstances of my fatter 1 s family), to get the 
plates for the purpose of getting rich. This he forbade me, saying that 
I must have no other object in view in getting the plates but to glorify 
God, and must not be influenced by any other motive than that of building 
his kinggom; otherwise I could not get them, 

47 • After this third visit, he again ascended into heaven as 
before, and I was again left to ponder on the strangeness of what I 
had just experienced; when almost immediately after the heavenly messenger 
had ascended from me for the third time, the cock crowed, and I found 
that day was approaching, so that our interviews must have occupied 
the whole of that night , 
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4S* I shortly after arose from my bed$ and, as usual, went to 
the necessary labors of the day; but, in attempting to work as at other 
times, I found my strength so exhausted as to render me entirely un- 
able • Ify father, who was laboring along with me, discovered something 
to be wrong with me, and told me to go home* I started with the inten- 
tion of going to the house; but, in attempting to cross the fence out 

■. 

of the field where we were, my strength entirely failed me, and I fell 
helpless on the ground, and for a time was -unconscious of any- 
$hinfe # 

49 « The first thing that I can recollect was a voice speaking 
unto me, calling me by name* I looked up, and beheld the same messenger 
standing over w$ head, surrounded by light as before • He then again 
related unto me all that he had related to me the previous night and 
commanded me to go to my father and tell him of the vision and commandments 
which I had received* 

50 # I obeyed; I returned to my father in the field, and rehearsed 
the whole matter to him* He replied to me that it was of God, and told 
me to go and do as comm^ded by the messenger* I left the field, and 
went to the place where the messenger had told me the plates were de- 
posited; and owing to the distinctness of the vision which I had had 
concerning it, I knew the place the instant that I arrived there* 

51* Gonveninet to the village of Manchester, Ontario county, 
New York, stands a hill of considerable size, and the most elevated 
of any in the neighborhood* On the west side of this hill, not far 
from the top, under the stone of considerable size, lay the plates, 
despoited in a stone box* This stone was thick and rounding in the 

v 

middle on the upper side, and thinner towards the edges, so that the 
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middle part of it was visible above the ground, but the edge all around 
was covered with earth* 

52. Having removed the earth, I obtained a lever, which I got fixed 
under the edge of the stone, and with a little exertion raised it up, I 
looked in, and there indeed did I behold the plates, the Urim and Thum- 
mini, and the breastplate, as stated by the messenger. The box in which 
they lay was formed by laying stones together in some kind of ce»$nt. 
In the bottom of the box were laid two stones cros sways of the box, and 
on these stones lay the plates and the other things with them. 

53 • I made an attempt to take them out, but was forbidden by 
the messenger, and was again informed that the time for bringing them 
forth had not yet arrived, neither would it, until four years from that 
time; but he told me that I should come to that place precisely in one 
year from that time, and that he would there meet with me, and that I 
should continue to do so until the time should come for obtaining the 
plates. 

54» Accordingly, as I had been commanded, I went at the end of 
each year, and at each time I found the same messenger there, and re- 
ceived instruction and inteligence from him at each of our interviews, 
respecting what the Lord was going to do, and how and in what manner 
his kingdom was to be conducted in the last days. 

55. As my father *s worldly circumstarmes were very limited, we 
were under the necessity of laboring with our hands, hiring out by 
day ! s work and otherwise, as we could get opportunity. Some times we 
were at home, and sometimes abroad, tend by continuous labor were 
enabled to get a comfortable maintenance. 

56 . In the year 1 824 my father 1 s family met with a great 
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affliction by the dearth of my eldest brother, Alvin. In the month of 

i 

October, 1625, I hiailed with an old gentleman by the name of Josiah Stoal, 



lived in Chenango county, State of New York, He had heard 
i silver mine having been opened by the Spaniards in Harmon 



.ething 



quehanna county, State of Pennsylvania; and had, previous to my hiring 
to him, been digging, in order, if possible, to discover the mine. After 
I went to live with him, he took me, with the rest of his hands, to dig 
for the silver mine, at which I continued to work for nearly a month, 
without success in our undertaking, and finally I prevailed with the old 
gentleman to cease digging after it. Hence arose the very prevalent 
story of ray having been a money-digger. 

57 • During the time that I was thus employed, I was put to board 
with a Mr* Isaac Hale, of that place, it was there I first saw my wife 
(his daughter), Enma Hale. On the 18th of January, 1827, we were married, 
while I was yet employed in the service of Mr. Stoal. 

58. Owing to vay continuing to assert that I had seen a vision, 
persecution still followed me, and my wife's father family were very 
much opposed to our being married. I was, therefore, under the necessity 



takin 



we went and were married at the house of 



Squire Tarbill, in South Batnbridge, Chenango county, New York. Im- 
mediately after my marriage, I left Mr. Stoal 1 s, and went to my father's 

r 

and farmed with him that season. 

59. At length the time arrived for obtaining the plates, the 
Urim and Thummim, and the breastplate. On the twenty-second day of 
September, one thousand eight hundred and twenty-seven, having gone as 
Bsual at the end of another year to the place where they were deposited, 
the same heavenly messenger delivered them up to me with this chargej 
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that I should be responsible for them; that if I should let them go carelessly , 
or through any neglect of mine, I should be cut of j jbut that If I would 1 use 
all my endeavors to preserve them, "until he, the messenger, should call for 
them, they should protected* 

60, I soon found out the reason why I had received such strict 
charges to keep fchia wfd, and why it was that the messenger had said that 
when I had done what was required at my hand, he would call for them. For 
no sooner was it known that I had them, that most strenuous exertions were 
used to get them from me* Every stratagem that could be invented was re- 
sorted to for that purpose* The persecution became more bitter and sever§ 
than before, and multitudes were on the alert continually to get them from 
me if possible. But by the wisdom of God, they remained safe in my hands, 
until I had accomplished by them what was required at iay hand* When, ac- 
cording to arrangements, the messenger called for them, I delivered them 
up to himj and he has them in his*charge until this day, being the second 
day of May, one thousand eight hundred and fehrity-eight ♦ 
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APPENDIX C 

Orson Pfatt's Published Account 

♦ 

Orson Prat "was born September 19* 1811, in Hartford, New York. 
Orson was converted to the restored gospel by his brother, Parley, and 
was baptized on his nineteenth birthday, 1830* He was later ordained 
an Elder and went on his first mission to Colwville, New York. He was 
ordained a High Priest by Sidney Rigdon. He helped to organize Zion's 
C a mp, and was member of the High Council in Missouri. In 1335 he was 
chosen to be one of the Quorum of the Twelve Apostles, and was ordained 
by the Three Witnesses* He was called to go on a mission to England and 
left Far West, Missouri, on April 26, 1839* 3y assignment he labored 
in Scotland* 

In 1840, while on this mission, Orson Pratt had Ballantyne and 
Hughes of Bdinburg publish his pamphlet entitled,^In t ere sting Ac count of 
Several I^markable Visions, and the Late Discovery of Ancient American 
Record s^ He compiled this in England and the pamphlet became the first 
separately published account of the $Lrst Vision and Moroni ! s visit, H e 
refefarned to America. in 1841. Only the section of this pamphlet which 
deals with the visitations is included here. 
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Mr. Joseph Smith, jun., who made the following important dis- 

covery, was born in the town of Sharon, Mndsor county, Vermont, on the 
23d of December, «A» D» 1805. ¥hen ten years old, his parents, with their 
family, moved to Palmyra, New York; in the vicinity of which he resided 
for about eleven years, the latter part in the town of Manchester, 
Cultivating the earth for a livelihood was his occupation in which he 
employed the most of his time. His advantages, for acquiring literary 
knowledge, were exceedingly small; hence his education was limited to a 
slight acquaintance with two or three of the common branches of learning. 
He could read without much difficulty, and write a very imperfect handj 
and had a very limited understanding of the ground rules of arithmetic. 
These were his highest and only attainments; while the rest of those 
branches, so universally. taught in the common schools throughout the 
United States, were entirely unknown to him. Mien somewhere about four- 
teen or fifteen years old, he began seriously to reflect upon the neces- 
sity of being prepared for a future state of existence; but how, or in 
what way, to prepare himself, was a question, as yet, undetermined in 
his own mind; he perceived that it was a question of infinite importance, 
and that the salvation of his souls depended upon a correct understanding 
of the same. Hw saw, that if he understood not the way, it would be 
impossible to walk in it, except by change; and the thought of resting his 
hopes of eternal life upon chance, or uncertainties, was more than he 
could endure. If he went to the religious denominations to seek infor- 
mation, each one pointed to its particular tenets, saying— "This is the 
way, walk ye ih itj ,f while, at the same time, the doctrines of each 
were in many respects, in direct opposition to one another. It, also, 
occurred to his mind, that God was not the author of but one doctrine, 
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and therefore could not acknowledge but one denomination as his church; 
and that such denomination must be a people, who believe, and teach, 
that one doctrine, (whatever it may be,) and build upon the same. He 

+ 

then reflected upon the immense number of doctrines, now, in the world, 
which had given rise to many hundreds of different denominations. The 
great question to be decided in his mind, was— if any one of these 
denominations be the Church of Christ, whicjr one is it? Until he could 

* 

become satisfied^ in relation to this question, he could not rest con- 
tented. To trust to the decisions of fallible man, and build his hopes 
upon the same, without any certainty, and knowledge, of his own, would 
not satisfy the anxious desires that pervaded his breast. To decide, 
without any positive and definite evidence, on which he could reply, upon 
a subject involving the future welfare of his soul, was revolting to 
his feelings. The only alternative, that seemed to be left him, was to 
read the Scriptures, and endeavor to follow their directions. He, 
accordingly, commenced perusing the sacred pages of the Bible, with 
sincerity, believing the things that he read. His mind soon caught hold 
of the following passage: — w If any of you lack wisdom, let him ask of 

God, that giveth to all men liberally, and upbraideth not; and it shall 
be given him. ff **-Jsmes I, 5. From this promise he learned, that it was 
the privilege of all men to ask God for random, with the sure and cer- 
tain expectation of receiving liberally; without being upbraided for so 
doingj This was cheering information to him; tidings that gave him 
great joy. It was like a light shining forth in a dark place to gu$de 
him to the path in which he should walk. He, now, saw that if he in- 
quired of God, there,was, not only, a possibility, but a probability; 
yea, more, a certainty, that he dhould obtain a knowledge, which, of all 
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the doctrines, 1 was the doctrine of Christ; and, which, of all the 
churches, was the church of Christ. He, therefore, retired to a secret 
place, in a grove, but a short distance from his father's house, and 

4 

knelt down, and began to call upon the Lord. At first, he was severely 
tempted ty the powers of darkness, which endeavoured to overcome him; 
but he continued to seek for deliverance, until darkness gave way from 
his mindj and he was enabled to pray, in fervency of the spirit, and in 

i 

faith. And, while thus pouring bat his soul, anxiously desiring an 
answer firom God, he, at length, saw a very bright and glorious light in 
the heavens above, which, at first seemed to be at a considerable dis- 
tance. He continued praying, while the light appeared to be gradually 
desceddigg towards him; and, as it drevwnighbrr, it increased in bright- 
ness, and magnitude, so that, by the time that it reached the tops of 
the trees, the whole wilderness, for some distance around, was illuminated 
in a most glorious and brilliant manner. He xxpected to have seen the 
leaves and boughs of the trees consumed, as soon as the light came in 
contact with them; but, perceiving that it did not produce that eff edt, he 

* 

was encouraged with the hopes of being able to endure its presence. It 
continued descending, slowly, until it rested upon the earth, and he was 
enveloped in the midst of it. When ill first came upon him, it produced 
a peculiar sensation throughout his whole system;, and, immediately, his 
mind was caught away, from the natural objects with which he was sur- 
rounded; and he was enwrapped in a heavenly vision, and saw two glorious 
personages, who exactly resembled each other in their features or like- 
ness. He was informed, that his sins were forgiven. He was also informed 
upon the subjects, which had for seme time previously agitated his mind, 
viz. — that all the religious dencaninations were believing in incorrect 
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quently 



acknowled 



God, as his church and kingdom. And he was expressly commanded, to go 
not after them; and he received a promise that the true doctrine— 4he 
fulness of the gospel, should, at some future time, be made known to 
him; after which, the vision withdrew, leaving his mind in a state of 

ness and peace, indescribable* Some time after having received 
this glorious manifestation, being young, he was again entangeled in the 
vanities of the world, of which he afterwards sincerely and truly re- 
pented* 

And it pleased God, on the evening of the 21st of September, A. D* 
1823 * to again hear his prayers. For he had retired to rest, as usual 
only that his mind was drawn out, in fervent prayer, and his souls was 
filled with the most earnest desire, tt to commune with seme kind messen 
ger, who could communicate to him the desired information of his ac- 





ceptance with God, 41 and also unfold the principles of the doctrine i6f 
Christ, according to the promise which he had reemfefed in the former 
vision. While he thus continued to pour out his desires before the Father 
of all good; endeavouring to exercise faith in his precious promises; 
%a sudden, a light like that of day, only of a purer and far more 
glorious appearance and brightness, burst into the room* Indeed, the 
first sight was as though the house was filled with comsuming fire* This 
sudden appearance of a light so bright, as must naturally be expeebed, 
occasioned a shock or sensation visible to the extremities of the body* 
It was, however followed with a caljnness and serenity of mind, and an 
overwhelming rapfcbre of joy, that surpassed understanding, and, in a 
moment, a personage stood before him. n 

Notwithstanding the brightness of the light which previously 
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illumined the room, **jet there seemed to be an additional glory sur- 
rounding or accompanying this personage, which shone with an increased 
degree of brilliancy, of which he was in the midst j and though his 
countenance was as lightning, yet, it was of a pleasing, innocent, and 
glorious appearance; so much so that every fear was banished from the 
heart, and nothing but calmness pervaded the soul. 1 * 

f, The stature of this personage was a little above the common 
size of men in this age; his grament was perfectly white, and had the 
appearance of being without seam." 

This glorious being declared himself to be an Angel of God, sent 
forth, by commandment, to communicate to him that his sins were forgiven, 
and that his prayers, were heard j and also, to bring the joyful tidings, 
that covenant which God made with ancient Israel, concerning their 
posterity, was at hand to be fulfilled; that the great preparatory work 
£ttr the sedond comming of the Messiah, was speedily to commence; that the 
time was at hand for the gospel, in its fulness, to be preached in power 
unto all nations; that a people might be preapred with faith and righteous* 
ness, for the Millennial reign of universal peace and joy# 

He was informed, that he was called and chosen to be an instru«- 
tent in the jpands of God, to bring about some of his marvellous purposes 
in this glorious dispensation. It was also made manifest to him, that the 
^American Indians 11 were a remnant of Israel; that when they first 
emigrated to America,- they were an enjlghteded people, possessing a 
knowledge of the true God, enjoying his favour, and peculiar blessings 
from his hand; that the prophets, and inspired writers among them, were 
required to keep a sacred history of the most important events transpiring 
among them; which history was handed down for many generations, till at 
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length they fell into great wickedness; most part of them were 
destroyed, and the records, (by commandment of God, to one of the last 
prophets among than,) were dafely deposited, to preserve them from the 
hands of the wkced, who sought to destroy them* He was informed that 
these records contained many sacred revelations pertaining to the gospel 
of the kingdom, as trell as prophecies relating to the great events of 
the last daysj and that to fulfil his promises to the ancients, who 

i 

wrote the records, and to accomplish his purposes, in the restitution of 
theifr children, &c, they were to come forth to the knowledge of the 
people. If faithful, he was to be the instrument, who should be thus 
highly favoured in bringing these sacred things to light: at the same 
time, being expressly informed, that it must be done with an eye single 
to the glory of God, that no one could be entrusted with those sacred 
writings, who should endeavor to aggrandize himself, l^y converting 
sacred things to unrighteous and speculative purpQses. After giving him 
many instructions concerning things past and to come, which would be 
foreign to our purpose to mention here, he disappeared, and the halo 
and glory of God withdrew, leaving his mind in perfect peace, while a 
calmness and serenity indescribable pervaded the soul. But, before 
morning, the vision was twice renewed, instructing him further, and still 
further, concerning the great work of God, about to be performed on the 
earth. In the monring, he went out to his labour as usual; but soon the 
vision was renewed— the Angel again appeared; and having been ihfoimed 
by the previous visions of the night, concerning the place where those 
records were deposited, he was instructed to go immediately and view 

them. 

Accordingly, he repaiied to the place, a brief descrliption of 
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which shall be given, in the words of a gentleman, by the name of 
Oliver Cowdery, who has visited the spot. 

"As you pass on the mail-road, from Palmyra, W a jme County, to 
Canandaigua, Ontario county, New York, before arriving at the little 
village of Manchester, say from three to four, or about four miles 
from Palmyra, you pass a large hill on the east side of the road. Why 
I say large, is because it is as large, j>erhaps, as any in that country. 

w The north and rises quite suddenly until it assumes a level 
with the more southerly extremity; and I think, I may say, an elevation 
higher than at the south, a short distance, say half or three-fourths of 
a mile. As you pass towards Canandaigua, it lessens gradually, until the 
surface assumes its common level, or is broken by other smalleb hills 
or ridges, water-courses and ravines. I think I am justified in saying, 
that this is highest hilkl for the seme distance round, and I am certain, 
that its appearance, as it riies so suddenly from a plain on the north, 
must attract the notice of the traveller as he passed by.*—- tt The north 
end, M which has been described as rising suddenly from the plain, forms 
,f a promontory without timber, but covered with grass.. As you pass to the 
south, you soon come to scattering timber, the surface having been cleared 
by art or wind; and a short distance (further left, you are surrounded 
with the common forest of the country. It is necessary to observe, that 
even the part ileared, was only occupied for pasturagej its steep ascent, 
and narrow summit not admitting the plough of the husbandman, with any 
desgree of ease of profit. It was at the second mentioned place, where 
the record was found to be deposited, on the west side of the hill, not 
far from the top down its side; and when myself visited the place in the 
year 1830, there were several trees standing — enough to cause a shade in 
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summer, but no so much as to prevent the surface being covered -with 
grassy-which was also the case when the record was first found* 

"How £ar below the surface these records t^^ 11 anciently "placed 
I am unable to say; but from the fact, that they had been some fourteen 
hundred years, buried, and that, too, on the side of a hill so steep, one 
is ready to conclude, that they were s ome feet below, as the earth would 
nit ur ally wear, more or less, in that length of time* But, they, being 
placed toward the top of the hill, the ground would not remove as much as 
at two-thirds, perhaps. Another circumstance would prevent a wearing 
of the earth: in all probability, as soon as timber had time to grow, 
the hill was covered,* w and the roots of the same would hold the surface. 
However, on this point, I shall leave every man to draw his own conclusion, 
and form his own spectLLation. tt But, siffice to say, tt a hole of sufficient 
depth was dug* At the bottom of this was laidaa stone of suitable size, 
the upper sufface being smooth. At each edge, was placed a large quantity 
of cement, and into this cement, at the four edges of this 1st one, were 
placed erect four others; their bottom edges resting in the cement, at the 
outer edges of the first stohe. The four last named, when placed erect, 
formed a box: the corners, or where the edges of the four came in contact 
were also cemented so fiarly, that the moisture from without 1 was prevented 
from entering. It is to be observed, also, that the inner suf races of 
the four erect or side stones, were smoot. This box was sufficiently 
large to admit a breastplate, such as was used by the ancients, to defend 
the chest, from the arrows and weapons of their enemy. From the 

bottom of the box, or Brom the breastplate, arose three small pillars, 
composed of the same description of cement used on the edgesj and upon 



121 



theee three pillars were placed the records."— "This box, containing 
the records, was covered with another stone, the bottom surface being 
flat, and the upper crovnaing." When it was first visited lay Mr. Smith, o: 
on the morning of the 22nd of September 1823> "a part of the crowning sta 
was visible above the surface, while the edges were concealed by the soil 
and grass From which circumstance? it may bea seen, "that however deep 
the box might have been placed at first, the time had been sufficient to 
wear the earth, so that it was easily discovered, when once directed, and 
yet, not enough to make a perceivable differende to the passer-by ." 
"After arriving at the repository, a little exertion in removing the soil 
from the edges of the top of the box, and a light pry, brought the edgfcd 
of the top of the box, and a light pry, brought to his natural vision its 
contents." While viewing and contemplating this sacred treasure with 
wonder and astonighment, beholdl the Angel of the Lord, who had previously 
visited him, again stood in his presence, and his soul was again enlightened 
as it was the evening before and he was filled with the Holy Spirit, and 
the haavens were opened, and the glory of the I^rd shone round about and 
rested upon him. While he thus stood gazing and admiring, the Angel said, 
"Look!" And as he thus spake, he beheld the Prince of Darkness, surrounded 
by his innumerable train of associates. All this passed before him, and 
the heavenly messenger said, "All this is shown, the good and the evil, 
the holy and impure, the glory of God, and the power of darkness, that 
you may know hereafter the two powers, and never be influenced or over- 
come by that wicked one. Behold, whatsoever enticeth and leadeth to good 
and to do good, is of God and whatsoever doth not, is of that wicked 
one. It is he that filleth the hearts of men with evil, to walk in 
darkness and blaspheme Godj and you may learn from henceforth, that his 
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ways are to destruction but the way of holiness is peace and rest. 
You cannot at this time obtain this record, for the cocmiandment of God 
is st rict , and if ever these sacred things are obtained, they must be 
by prayer and faithfulness in obeying the Lord, They are not desposited 
here for the sake of accumulating gain and wealth for the glory of 
this world; they were sealed by the prayer of faith, and because of the 
knowledge which they contain, they are of no worth among the children of 
men, only for their knowledge. On them is contained the fulness of the 
gospel of Jesus Christ, as it was given to his poeple on this land; and 
whwn it shall be brought forth by the power of God, it shall be carried 
to the G e ntiles, of whom many will receive it, and after will the seed 
of Israel be brought into the fold of their Redeemer by obeying it also. 
Those who kept the commandments of the Lord on this land, desired this 
at ids hand, and through the prayer of faith obtained the promise, that 
if their descendants should transgress and fall away, that a record 
should be kept, and in the last days come to their children. These 
things are sacred, and must be kept so, for the promise of the Lord con- 
cerning them must be fulfilled. N9 man can obtain them if h&a heart is 
impure, because they contain that which is sacred,? , . . n By them will 
the L^rd work a great a marevllous work| the wisdom of the wise shall 
become as nought, and the understanding of the prudent shall be hid, and 
because the power of God shall be displayed, those who professato know the 
truth, but walk in deceit, shall tremble with anger j but with signs and 
with wonders, with gifts and with healings, with the manifestations of 
the power of God, and with the Holy Ghost, shall the hearts of the faith- 
ful be comforted. 1 You have now beheld the power of God manifested, and 
the power of Satanj you see that there is nothing desirable in the works 
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of darkness; that they cannot bring happiness; that those who are over- 
come therewith are miserable; while, on the other hand, the righteous 
are blessed with a place in the kingdom of God, where joy unspeakable 
surrounds them. There they rest beyond the power of the enemy of truth, 
where no evil can disturb them. The glory of God crowns them, and they 
continually feast upon his goodness, and enjoy his smiles. Behold, not- 

■: ■ 

withstanding you have seen this great dispaly of power, by which you may 
ever be able to detect the evil one. yet I give unto you another sign, and 



when it comes to pass, then know that the Lord is God, and that he will 

* j 

fulfil his purposesf and that the knowledge which this record contains 
will go to every nation, and kindred, and tongues, and people under the 
whole heaven. This is the sign* when these things begin to be known, 
that is, when it known that the Lord has shown you these things, t] 



niquity will seek your overthrow. They will circula 





also will seek to take your life; 
but remember this, if you are faithful, and shall hereafter continue to 

i 

keep the commandments of the Lord, you shall be preserved to bring these 

■. 

things forth; for in due time he will give you a commandment to come and 
take them. When they are interpreted, the Lord will give the holy priest- 
hood to seme, and they shall begin to proclaim this gospel and baptized ty 
water, and after that, they shall have power to give the Holy Ghost by 



laying 



Then will persecution rage more and 



for the iniquities of men shall be revealed, and those who are not built 

■ *■ ■ 
i. -.. ■ ■ 

upon the Rock will seek to overthrow the church; but it will increase the 
Lore opposed, and spread farther and farther, increasing in knowledge 
till they shall be sanctified, and receive an ihheritance where the 
glory of God will rest upon them; and when this takes place, and all 
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things are prepared, the ten tribes of Israel will be/revealed in the 




north country, whither they have been for a long sea'son; and when thi 



is fulfilled will be brought to pass that saying of the prophet, — l Aaid 
the Redeemer shall come to Zion, and unto them that turn from trans- 
gression in Jacob, saith the Lord. 1 But, notwithstanding the workers 



of inqmity shall seek your destruction, the arm of the Lord will be 
extended, and you will be borne off conquerer^f)you keep all his command 
ments. Your name shall be known among the nations, for the work which 
the L rd will perform by your ha..nds shall cause the righteous to rejoice 
and the wicked to rage; with the one it shall be had in honor, and with 



thfe other in reporach; yet, with these it shall be a terror, because of 
the great and marvellous work which shall follow the coming f orat h of 
this fulness of the gospel. Now, go thy way, remembering what the Lord 
has done for theee, and be diligent in keeping his commandments, and he 
will deliver thee from temptations and all the arts and devices of the 
wicked one. Forget not to pray, that thy mind may become strong, that 
when he shall manifest unto thee, thou may est have power to escape the 
evil, and obtain these precious things." 

^e here remark, that the above quotation is an extract from a 
letter written by Elder Oliver Cowdery, which was published in one of 
the numbers of the "Latter Day Saints 1 Messenger and Advocate." 

Although many more^ instructions were given by the mouth of the 
angel to Mr. Smith, which we do not write in this book, yet the most 
important items are contained in the foregoing relation. During the 



oeriod of the four following years, he frequently received instruction 
from the mouth of the heavenly messenger. And on the morning of the 22nd 
of S e ptember,iL. Q. 1827, the angel of the Lord delivered the records into 
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his hands. 

These records were engraved on plates, which had the appearance 
of gold, l!©ch plate was not far from seven by eight inches in width 
and length, being not quite as thick as common tin. They were filled 
on both sides with engravings, in ISgytpian characters, and bound together 
in a volume, as the leaves of a book, and fastened at one edge with three 
rings running through the whole. This volume was something near 
six inches in thickness, a part of which was sealed. The characters or 
letters upon the unsealed part were small, and beautifully engraved. The 
whole book exhibited many marks of antiquity in its construction, as well 
as much skill in the art of engraving. With tjie records was found n a cur- 
ious instrument, called by the ancients the Uritn and Thummim, which con- 
sisted of two transparent stones, clear as crystal, set in the two rims 
of a bow. This was in use, in ancient times, by persons called seers. 
It was an instrument, by the use of which,, they received revelation of 
things distant, or ofbhings past or future, 11 , * * 
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APPENDIX D 

Undated Manuscript 
This account was found in a journal ledger in the Church Historian^ 
office Salt Lake City* The pages had been cut out but were matched 
with edge of the journal to prove location. This was done in the 
presence and with agreement of Earl Olsen and LauMtz Peterson of 
the Churdh Historian 1 s office. The first page of this ledger identified 
Frederick G. Williams as the scribe and bore the date of 1833» Subse- 
quent pages in the journal contained copies of letters of Oliver Cowdery, 
Joseph Smith, ^jcrum Smith, William W. Phelps, Reynolds Cahoon, Jared Clark, 
Sidney Rigdon, and John Murdock. The earliest letter was dated June 14> 

1829 } the latest Aug^t 4, 1835* 

There was not date nor indication of scribe of the account of the 
manuscript which follows* The information provided in the above state- 
ments seem to suggest that this account was written near 1 833 • Since it 
is recorded in the first person this would also suggest either that 
Joseph Smith wrote it or he dictated it. From handwriting compari- 
sons it would appear that the latter supposition is the more likely one* 
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A History of Joseph Smith Jr. an account of his 
marvilous experiences and of all the mighty acts which he doeth in the 
name of Jesus Christ the son of the living God of whom he beareth record 
and also an account of the rise of the church of Christ in the gven of 
time according as the Lord brought forth and established by his hand 
firstly he receiving the testimony from on high secondly the ministering 



Angels thirdly 



/unclear word/ the holy Priest- 
hood by the ministering of • * /unclear word/ Angels to administer the 
letter of the Gospel, • o /unclear word/ the Law and commandments as th^y 



were given unto him • • . /unclear word7 and the ordinances forthly a 




confirmation and reception of the high Priesthood after the holy order 
of the son of the living God power and ordinance from on high to preach 
the gospel in the administrations and demonstrations of the spirit the 
key of the Kingdom of God conf ered upon him and the continuation of the 
blessings of god to him etc. . • . /unclear word/ I was born in the town 

K 

J- 

of Sharon in the state of V e rmmnt North America on the twenty third day 

r AD 1805 of goodly parents who spared no pains to instructing 
e in the christian religion at the age of about ten years my father 
Joseph Smith Senior moved to Palmyra Ontario County in the state of New 
York and being in indigent circumstances was obliged to labor hard for 
the support of a large family having nine children and as it required the 
exertions of all that were able to render any assistance for the support 

ily therefore we were deprived of the bennifit of an education. 



Say I was 



in reading and writing and the ground 



ground rules of Arithmetic which constituted my whole literary acquire- 
ments. At about the age of twelve years my mind became Seriously impr 
with regard to the all important concerns for the welfare of my immortal 
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Soul which led me to Searching the Scriptures believing as I was taught, 
that they contained the word of God they applying myself to them and my 
intimate acquaintance with those of different denominations led me to 
marvel exceedingly for I discovered that they did not adorn their prof- 
fession by a holy v^alk and godly conversation agreeable to what I found 
contained in that Sacred depository this was a grief to my souls thus 
from the age twelve years to fifteen I pondered many things in my heart 
concerning the sittuations of the world of mankind the contentions and divi- 
sions the wickedness and and abominations and the darkness which pervaded 
the minds of mankind my mind become indedingly distressed for I became 
convicted of my Sins and by Searching the Scriptures I found that man- 
kind did not come unto the Lord but that they had apostatised from the 
true and living faith and there was no society or denomination that 
built upon the gospel of Jesus Christ as recorded in the new Testament 
and I felt to mean for my own sins and for the Sins of the 
world for I learned in the Scriptures that god was the same yesterday 
to day and forever that he was no respecter to persons for he was God 
for I looked upon the sun the glorious luminary of the earth and also the 
moon rolling in their mage sty through the heavens, and also tjie stars 
shining in their courses and the earth also upon which I stood and the 
beast of the field and the fowls of the heaven and the fish of the waters 
and also man walking forth upon the face of the earth in magesty and 
in strength of beauty whose power and intiligence in governing the 
things which are so exedding great and marvilous even in the likeness of 
him who created them and when I considered upon these things my heart 
exclaimed well hath the wise man said it is a fool that saith in his 
heart there is no God my heart exclaimed all all these bear testimony 
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ak an omnipotent and omnipreasant power a be in, 



bound 



Eternity who was and is and will be from all Eternity to Eternity and 
when I considered all these things and that that being seeketh such to 
worship him as worship &im in spirit and in truth therefore I cired unto 



was 



obtain mercy and the Lord hear my cry in the wilderness and while in ' 
attitude of calling upon the Lord in the 16th year of my age a pillar 
of light above the brightness of the sun at noon day come down from a' 



and rested upon me and I was filled with the Spirit of god and the Lord 
opened the heavens upon me and I saw the Lord and he spake unto me say- 
ing J Q seph my son Thy sins are forgiven thee, go thy way walk in my 
Statutes and keep my commandments behold I am the Lord of glory I was 
crucified for the world, that all those who believe on my name may have 
Eternal life behold he won T t lieth in Sin at this time and none doeth 



good no not one they 1b ve turned aside from the gospel and keep not my 
commendments they draw near to me with their lips while their hearts are 
far from me and mine agger is kindling against the inhabitants of the 
earth to visit them acording to their ungoldliness and to bring to pass 
that which hathtbeen spoken by the mouth of the prophets and apostles 
behold and lo I come quickly as it was written of me in the cloud clothed 
in the glory of my father and my souls was filled with love and for many 



days I could rejoice with great joy and the Lord was with me but could 
find none that would believe the heavenly vision nevertheless I ponder 



e things in my heart but after many days I fell into transj 
sinned in many things to&ich brought wouflid upon my soul and 
many things which transpired that cannot be writen and my 
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family have suffered many persecutions and afflictions and it came to 
pass when I was seventeen years of age I called again upon the Lord and 
he showed unto me a heavenly vision for behold an angel of the Lord came 
and stood before me and it was by night and he called me by name and 
He the L c rd had forgived me my sins and he revealed unto that in 
the Town of Manchester, Ontaior County, N. Y# there was plates of gold 
upon which there was engravings which was engraved by Moroni and his father 
the servant of the living God in ancient days and deposited by the com- 
mandments of God and kept by the power thereof and that I should go and 
get them and he revealed unto many things concerning the inhabitants 
of the earth which since have been revealed in comandments and revila- 
tions and it was on the 22 day of Step* AD 1822 and thus he appeared unto 
me three times in one night and once on the next day and then I iranadiate- 
ly went to the place and found where the plates was deposited as the 
angel of the Lord had commanded me and straightway made three attempts 
to get them and thus being exceedingly frightened I supposed it had been 
a dream of vision but when I cohsidered I knew that it was not there- 
fore I cried unto the Lord in the agony of my souls why can I not obtain 
them behold the the angel appeared unto me again an* said unto me you 
have not kept the commandments of the Lord which I gave unto you therefore 
you cannot now obtain them for the time is not yet fulfilled therefore 
thous wafffe left unto temptation that thous mightest be made acquainted 
with the power of the adversary therefore repent and call on the Lord thou 
shalt be forgiven and in his own due time thou shalt bbtain them^ for 
now I had been tempted of the advisary and sought the Plates to obtain 
riches and kppt not the commandment that I should have an eye singled 
to the glory of God therefore I was chastened and sought diligently to 
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obtain the plates and obtained them not until I -was twaaty one years of 
age and in this year I "was married to Etama Hale daughter of Isaach Hale 
who lived in Harmony Susquehana County Pennsylvania on the 1 &th January 
AD 1827, on the 22nd day of Sept of this same year I obtained the 
plates and in December following we moved to Susquehana by the assistance 
of a man ty the name of Martin Harris who became convinced of the vision 
and gave me fifty dollars to bear myeexpenses and because of this faith 
and this nsighteous deed the Lord appeared ujjtto him in a vision and 
showed unto him his marvelous work which he was about to do and immediately 
came to Susquehanna and said the Lord had shown him that he must go to 
New York City with some of the characters so we proceided to cppy some 
of them and he took his J urney to the eastern City and to the learned 
saying read this I pray thee and the learned said I cannot but if he would 
bring the plates they would read it but the Lord had forbid it and he 
returned to me and gave them to me to translate and I said I cannot for 
I am not learned but the Lord had prepared spectacles for to read the 
Book therefore I commenced translating the characters knd thus the 
prophcy of Isiah was fulfilled which is writen in the 29 chapter conern- 
ing the book, and it came to pass that after we had translated 116 
pages that he desired to carry them to read to his friends that peradventure 
he might convince them of the truth therefore I inquired of the Lord and 
the Lord unto me that he must not take them and I spake unto him 
(Martin) the word of the I^rd and he said inquire again and I inquired 
again and also the third time and the Lord said unto me let him go with 
them only he shall covenants with me that hfe will not show them to only 
but four persons and he covenants with the Lord that he would ac- 
cording to the word of the Lord therefore he took them and todchis 
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journey unto his friend to Palmira Wayne county and State of New York 
and he brake the covenant which he made before the Lord and the Lord 
suff ered the writings to fall into the hands of wicked men and Martin 
was chastened for my transgression for asking the Lord the third time 
wherefore the plates was taken from me by the power of God and Iwas not 
able to obtain them for a season and it came to pasw after much humility 
and affliction of soul I obtained them again when Lord appeared unto a 
young man by the name of Oliver Cowdry and showed unto him the plates a 
vision and also the truth of the work and what the Lord was about t o do 
through me his unworthy servant thecefore he was desirous to come and 
write for me to translate now my wife had written some for me to trans- 
late and also my Brother Samuel H* Smith but we had become reduced in 
property and my wives father was about to turn me out of doors I had 
not whereto go and I cried unto the Lord and he would provide for me 
to accomplish the work where unto he had commanded me# 
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APPENDIX E 
Wentworth Letter 

According to Joseph Smith, Mr. Hohn Wentworth, editor and proprietor 
of the Chiiago Democrat, requested him to write a summary history of the 
rise, progress, persecution and faith of the Latter-day Saint s* Mr* W e nt- 
worth was to furnish a Mr* Bastow, his friend, with a copy of this summary 
to be used in a history of N e w Hampshire, which Mr* Bastow was to publish* 
Joseph Staith's summary to Mir. Wgntworth has become known in Church History 
as the Wentworth letter* It is dated March 1, 1842, although there is indi- 
cation that id did not come off the press until March 2, 1842* The Went- 
worth Letter was first published in church literature in number 9 of volume 
III of the Times and Seasons, March 1, 1842 # Sometime the same year I* Daniel 
Rupp of Lanchester, Pennsylvania, gathered information together and compiled 
"An Original History of the Religious Denominations at Present Existing in 
the United States. 11 He published this in 1844 and used the information con- 
tained in the Wjitworth letter, which he redeived from Joseph Smith. Joseph 
Smith was thrity-seven years old when he wrote this brief history* Only 
the part of the Wjitworth Letter that relates directly to this thesis is 
presented here. 



1 D.H.C, IV, pp, 335-36, 542. 
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I was born in the town of Sharon, Windsor County, Vermont, on 
the 23d of December, A* D. 1805. When ten years old my parents removed t< 
Palmyw, New York, where we resided febout four years, and from thence 
we removed to the town of Manchester. 

My father was a farmer and taught me the art of husbandry. When 
about fourteen years of age I began to reHect upon the importance of 
being prepared for a future state, and upon enquiring the plan of salva- 
tion I found that there was a great clash in religious sentiment; if I 
went to one society they refercgd me to one plan, and another to another; 
each one pointing to his own particular creed as t he summum bonum of per*- 
fection* considering that all could not be right, and that God could not 
be the author of so much confusion I determined to investigate the sub- 
ject more fully, believing that if God had a church it would not be 
split up into factions, and that if he taught one society to worship 
one way, and administer in one set of ordinances, he would not teach 
another principles which were diametrically opposed. Believing the 
word of God I had confidence in the declaration of James: *If any man 
lack wisdom let him ask of God who giveth to all men liberally and up- 
braideth not and it shall be given him." I retired to a secret place in 
a grove and began to can upon the Lord. While fervently engaged in sup- 
plication my mind was taken away from the objects with which I was sur- 
rounded, *d*a I was enwrapped in a heavenly vision and saw two glorious 
personages who exactly resembled each other in features, and likeness f 

m 

surrounded with a brilliant light which eclipsed the sun at noon-day. 
They told me that all religious denominations were believing in incor- 
pect doctrines, and that none of them was acknowledged of God as his 
church and kingdom. And I was expressly commanded to tt go not after the 
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at the same time receiving a promise that the fulness of the gospel should 
at some future time be made known unto me. 

■ x 

On the evening of the 21st of Stepember, A. D* 1823, while I 
was praying unto God, and endeavoring to exercise faith in the precious 
promises of scripture, on a sudden a light like that of day, only of a 
far purer and more glorious appearance and brightness, burst into the 
room; indeed the first sight was as though the house was filled with 
comsuming fire; the appearance produced a shock that affected the whole 
body; in a moment a personage sbbod before me surrounded with a glory 
yet greater than that with whidh I was already surrounded. This messen- 
ger proclaimed himself to be an angel of God sent to bring the joyful 
tidings, that the covenant which ffibd made with ancient Israel was at 
hand to be fulfilled, that the preparatory work for the second coming of 
the Messiah was speedily to commence; that the time was at hand for the 
gospel, in all its fulness to be preached in power, unto all nations that 
a people might be prepared tfor the millennial reign* 

I was infoimed that I was chosen to be an instrument in the 
hands of God to bring about some of his purposes in this glorious dis- 
pensation. 

I was also informed concerning the aboriginal inhabitants of this 
contry, and shown who they were, and from whence they came; a brief 
sketch of their origin, progress, civilizaation, laws, governments, of 
their righteousness and iniquity, and the blessings of God being finally 
withdrawn from them as a people was made known unto me: I was also told 
where there was deposited some plates on which were engraven an abridg- 
ment of the records of the ancient prophets that had existed on this 
continent. The angel appeared to be three times the same night and 
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unfolded the same things. After having received man y visits from 
the angels of God unfolding the majesty and glory of the events that 
should transpire in the last days, on the morning of the 22d of September, 
A#D* 1627, the angel of the Lord delivered the records into my hands* 

These records were engraven on plates which had the appearance 
of gold, each plate was six inches wifle and sight inches long and not 
quite so thick as common thin. They were filled with engravings, in 
Egyptian characters and bound together in a volume, as the leaves of a 
book with three rings running through the whole. The volume was some- 
thing near six inches in thicknesw, a part of which was ealed. The 
characters oh the unsealed part were small, and beautifully engraved* 
The whole book exhibited many marks of antiquity in its construction 
and much skill in the art of engraving. With the records was found a 
curious instrument which the .ancients called "Urim and Thum^um,* 1 which 
consisted of two transparent stones set in the rim of a bow fastened 
to a fereatplate* 

Through the medium of the Urim and Thuramim I translated the record 
by the gift and power of God* 

In this important and interesting book the history of ancient 
America is unfolded, from its first settlements by a colony that came from 
the tower of Babil, at the confusion of languages, to the beginning of 
the fifth century of the Christian era* We are informed by these records 

■1 

that America in ancient times has been inhabited by two distinct races 
of people. The first were called Jaredites and came directly from the 
tower of Babel. The second race came directly from tjie city of Jerusa- 
lem, about six hundred years before Christ* They were principally 
Israelites, of the descendants of Joseph. The Jaredites were destroyed 
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about the time that the Israelites came from Jersualem, who succeeded 
them in the inheritance of the country. The principal nation of the 
sedond race fell in battle towards the close of the fourth century. The 
remnant are the Indians that now inhabit this country. This book also 
tells us that our Savior made his appearance upon this continent after 
his resurrection, that he planted the gospel here in all its fulness, and 
richness, and power, and blessing; that they had apostles, prophets, pastors, 
teachers and evangelists; the same order, the same priesthood, the same 
ordinances, gifts, powers, and blessing, as was enjoyed on the eastern 
continent, that the people were cut off in consequence of their trans- 
gressions, that the last of their prophets who existed among them was 
commanded to write an abridgement of their firophecies, history &c», and 
to hide it up in the earth, and that it should ccme forth and be united 
with the Bible for the accomplishment of the purposes of God in the last 
days. For a more particular account I would refer to the Book of Mormon* 
which can be purchased at Nauvoo, or from any of our traveling elders • 

As soon as the news of this discovery was made known, false 
reports, misrepresentation and s ladder flew as on the wings of the wind 
in every direction, the house was frequently beset by mobs and evil 
designing persons, several times I was shot at, and very narrowly escaped, 
and every device was made use of to get the plates away from me, but the 
power and b&fcsiing of God attended me, and several began to believe ray 
testimony* 

On the 6th of April, 1#30, the "Church of Jesus Christ of Latter- 
Day Saints," was first organized in the town of Manchester, Ontario 
County, state of New York* 



r 
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APPENDIX F 
Oliver Cowdery ! s Account 

Oliver Cowdery had the distinction of being the first to publish 
in any medium the story of Moroni 1 s appearance. Oliver was probably more 
intimately acquainted with the prophet than any of his associates. He 
spent day after day with Joseph when he was translating. He became the 
second Elder of the Church, an Assistant President and was with Joseph when 
many heavenly visitors came, including the angel Moroni. 

Oliver Cowdery wrote eight letters to ¥• W. Phelps. Primarily 
they concerned the angel Moroni and the Book of Mormon. These were orig- 
inally published in the Messenger and Advocate beginning in October, 1 #34» 
The portions of these letters which are pertinent to this fetudey are here- 
with included. One of the greatest contributions of these letters is that 
Oliver gives additional scripture quoted by Moroni that does not appear 
in any other writings. This follows as part of this appendix. As an intro- 
duction to his letters, Oliver states: 

That our narrative may be correct, and particularly the introduction, 
it is proper to inform our patrons, that our brother, Joseph Staith, 
Jun., has offered to assist us. Indeed, there ace many items cons 
nected with the fore part of this subject that render his labor in- 
dispensable. With his labor and with authentic documents now in 
our possession^ we hope to render this a pleasing and agreeable nar- 
rative.' 

Joseph Smith aent a letter to Oliver Cowdery in which he wrote 
that he was acquainted with his project of writing this history and 

^Messenger and Advocate, October 1$34> p» 13# 



supplied him "with some details • 



2lbid., November 6, 1834« 
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LETTER III 
(in Part) 
MESSENGER AND ADVOCATE 

December* 1834 

You vail recollect that I informed you, in my letter published in 
the first number of the Messenger and advocate, in this history would 
necessarily embrace the life and character of our esteemed friend and 
brother, Joseph Smith, Jr., one of the presidents of this Church, and for 
infoitnation on that part of the subject, I refer you to his communication 
of the same, published in this paper, I shall, therefore, pass over that, 
till I cone to the seventeenth year of his life. 

It is necessary to premise this account by relating the situation 
of the public mind relative to religion/ at this time: One Mr. Lane, a 
presiding Elder of the Methodist Church, visited Palmyra, and vicinity. 
Elder Lane was a talented man possessing a good share of literary endow- 
ments and apparent humility. There was a great a^fckening, or excitement 
raised on the subject of religion, and much inquiry for the world of life. 
Large additions were made to the Methodist, PresJJrterian, and Baptist 
churches* Mr. Lane's manner of communication was peculiarly calculated to 

.- * 

awaken the intellect of the hearer, and arouse the sinner to look about him 
for safety - much good instruction was always drawn from his discourses on 
the scripture, and in common with other, our brother's mind became 
awakened. ... 

UBCTER 17 

(In part) 
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MESSENGER AND ADVOCATE 
February, 1835 

You *wiH recollect that I mentioned the time of a religious excite- 
ment, in Palmyra and vicinity to have been to the 15th year of our Brother 
J. Smith ! s Jr. age that -was an error in the type - it should have been in 
the 17th - Tou -will please remember this correction, as it -will be neces- 
sary for the full under standing of what will followir in time. This would 
bring the date down to the year 1823« 

I do not deem it to be necessary to write further on the subject of 
this excitement. It is doubted by many whether any real or essential good 
ever resulted from such excitements, while others advocate their pro- 
priety with warmth. 

The mind is easily called up to ref&edtion upon a matter of such 
deep importance, and it is just that it should be; but there is a regret 
occupying the heart when we consider the deep anxiety of thousands, who are 
lead away with a vaih imagination or a groundless hope, no better than the 
idle wind or the spider *s web. 

But if others were not benefited, our brother was urged forward and 
sterngthened in the determination to know for himself of the certainty and 
reiiity of pure and holy religion. • . • And it is only necessary for me 
to say, that while this excitemeht continued, he continued to call upon 
the Lord in secret for a full manifestation of divine approbation, and for, 
to him, the all important information, if a Supreme Being did exist, to 
have an assurance that hb was accepted of him. This, most assuredly, was 
correct - it was right. The L Q rd has said, long since, and his word re- 
mains steadfast, that to him who knocks it shall be opened, and whosoever 
will, may come and partake of the waters of lifi freely. 
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On the evening of the 21st of September, 1823, previous to retiring to rest, 
our brother's mind was unusually wrought up on the subject which had so 

♦ 

long agitated his mind - his heart was drawn out in fervent prayer, and his 
whole soul was so lost to every things of a temporal natueem that earth, to 
him, had lost its charms, and all he desired was to be prepared in heart to 
commune with some kind messenger who could commnnicate to him the desired in- 
formation of his acceptance with God # 

At length the fajnily retired, and he, as usual, bent his way, though 
in silence, where others might have rested their weary frames tt locked fast in 
sleep ! s ebracej 1 ' but repost had fled, and accustomed slumber had spread 
her refreshing hand over others beside him - he continued still to pray - 
his heart, though once hard and obdurate, was softened, and that mind which 
had often flitted, like the "wild bird of passage, 11 had settled upon a de- 
termined basis not to be decoyed or driven from its purpose. 

In his situation hours passed, unnumbered - how many or few I 
know not, neither is he able to inform me; but supposes it must have been 
eleven or twelve and, perhaps later, as the noise and bustle of the family, 
in retiring, had long since ceased - While continuing in prayer for a mani- 
festation in some way that his sins were forgiven; endeavoring to exercise 
faith im the scriptures, on a sudden a light like that of day, only of a 
purer and far more glorious appearance and brightness, burst into the room, 
Indeed, to use his own description, the first sight was as though the 
appearance of a light so bright, as must naturally be expected, occasioned 
a shock or sensation, visible to the extremities of the body, It was, how^- 
ever, followed with a calmness and serenity of mind, and an overwhelming 
rapture of joy that surpassed understanding, and in a moment a personage 
stood before him. 

Notwithstanding the room was previously filled with lihgt above the 
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brightness of the sun, as I have before described, yet there seemed to be an 
additional glory surrounding or accompanying this personage, which shone Kith 
an increased degree of brilliancy, of which he was in the midst; and though 
his countenance was as lightning, yet it was of a pleasing, innocent and 
glorious appearance, so much so, that every fear was banished from the heart, 
and nothing but calmness pervaded the soul. 

It is no easy task to describe the appearance of a messenger from 
the skies - indeed, I doubt there bafeng an individual clothed with perishable 
clay, who is capable to do this work. To be sure, the Lord appeared to his 
apostles after his resurrection, and we do not learn as they were in the 
least difficulted to look upon him; but from. John's $fescription upoh Patmos, 
we learn that he is there represented as most glorious in appearance; and 
from other items in the sacred scritpures we have the fact recorded where 
angels appeared and conversed with men, and there was no difficulty on the 
part of the individuals, to endure their presence; and others where their 
glory was so conspicuous that they cou&d not endure. The last description 
or appearance is the one to whidh I refer, when I say it is noe easy 
task to describe their gihory. 

But it may be well to relate the particulars as far as given - The 
stature of this personage was a little above the common siae of men in this 
age; his garment was perfectly white, and had the appearance of being with- 
out seam. 

Though fear was banished from his heart, yet his surprise was no 
less when he heard him declare himself to be a messenger sent l^y command- 
ment of the Lord, to deliver a special messeage, and to withess to him that 
his sins were forgiven, and that his prayers were heard; and that the 
scriptures might be fulfilled, which say - fl God has chosen the foolish 
things of the world to confound the things which are mighty; and base 
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things of the world, and things which are despised, has God chosen; yea, and 
things which are not to bring to nought things which a re, that no flesh 
should glory in his presence. Therefore, says the Lord I will proceed to 
do a marevlous work among this people, even a marvelous work and wonder; 
the siwdom of their wise shall peri&h, and the understanding of their prudent 
shall be hid; for according to his covenant which he made with his ancient 
saints, his people, the house of Israel, must come to a knowledge of the 
gospel, and own that Messiah whom their fathers rejected, and with them the 
fulness of the G ntiles fee gathered in, to rejoice in one folduunder one 
Shepherd." 

"This cannot be brought about until first certain preparatory things 
are accomplished, for so has the Lord pxtuposed in his own mind. He has 
therefore chosen you as an instrument in his hand to bring to light that 
which shall perform his act> his strange act, and bring to pass a marvelous 
work and a wonder. Wherever the soun J3hall go it shall cause the ears of 
men to tingle, and wherever it shall be procliamed, the pure in heart shall 
rejoice. While those who draw near to God with their mouths, and honor him 
with their lips, while their hearts are far from him, will seek its over- 
throw, and the destruction of those by whose hands it is carried. There- 
fore, marvel not if your nsune is made a derision, and had as a ty-word 
among such, if you are the instrument in bringing it, by the gift of God, 
to the knowledge of the people." 

He then proceeded and gave a general account of the promises made 
to the fathers, and also gave a history of the aborigines of this country 
and said they were literal descendants of Abraham. He represented them 
as once being an enlightened and intelligent people, possessing a correct 
knowledge of the gospel, and the plan of restoration and redemption. He 
said this history was written and deposited not far from that place, and 
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that it was our brother's privilege, if obedient to the commandments of 
the Lord, to obtain, and translate the same by the means of the Urim and 
Thummim, which were deposited for that purpose with the redord. 

"Yes," said he, ,f the scripture must be fulfilled before it is trans- 
lated, which says that the words of a book, which were sealed, were pre- 
sented to the learnedj for thus has God determined to leave men without 
excuse, and show to the meek that his ana is not shortened that it cannot 



save 



k part of the book was sealed, and was not to be opened yet. The 
sealed part, said he, contains the same revelation which was given to 
John upon the iile of Fatnios, and when the people of the Lord are prepared, 
and found worthy, then it will be unfolded unto them. 

On the subject of bringing to light the unsealed part of this 
record, it may be proper to say, that our brother was expressly informed, 
that it must be done with an eye single to the glory of God; if this con- 
sideration did not wholly characterize all hf s proceedings in relation to 
it, the adversary of truth would overcome him, or at least prevent his 
making tlmt proficiency in this glorious work which he otherwise would. 

While describing the place where the record was deposited, he 
gave a minute relation of it, and the vision of his mind teeing opened 
at the same time, he was permitted to view it crrtticallyj and previously 
being acquainted with the place, he was able to folldw the direction of 



afterward* according to the voice of the angel, and obtain 



the book. 



by subscribing myself as ever, your 



in Christ. 



OLIVER COWDERY 
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Letter VI 

(In Part$" 
MESSENGER AND ADVOCATE 

Aprii, 1835 

I gave, in my last, a few words, on the subject of a few items, as 
spoken by the angel at the time the knowledge of the record of the 
Nephites was communicated to our brother, and in consequence of the 
subject of the gospel and that of the gathering of Israel's being 80 con- 
nected, I found it difficult to speak of the one without mentioning the 
other; and this may not be improper, as it is evident that the Lord has 
decreed to bring forth the fulness of the gospel in the last days, previous 
to gathering Jacob, but a preparatory work, and the others is to follow in 
quick succession. 

This being of so much importance, and of so deep interest to the 
saints, I have thought best to give a farther detail of the heavenly mes- 
sage, and if I do not give it in the precise words, shall strictly confine 
myself to the facts in substance. 

David said, f, Ps. C) make a joyful noise unto the Lord, all ye 
lands, that is, all the earth. Serve the Lord with gladness: Come before 
his presence with singing. This he said in view of the glorious period 
for which he often prayed, and was anxious to behold, which he knew could 
not take place until the knowledge of the glory of God covered all lands, 
or all the earth. Again he says, JPs. 10^7 P S ive thanks unto the Lord, 
for he is good: For his mercy endureth forever. Let the redeemed of 

the Lo*d say so, whom he has redeemed from the hand of the enemy, and 

o 

gathered out of the lands from the east, and from the west; from the 
north and from the south. They wandered in the wilderness in a solitary 
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■way they found no city to dwell in. Hungry and thirsty, their souls 
fainted in them. Then they cried unto the Lord in their trouble, and he 
delivered them in the right way that they might go t o the city of habita- 
tion. 

Most clearly was it shorn to the prophe t, that the righteous should 
be gathered from all the earth: He knew that the children of Israel were 
led from Efeypt, by the right hand of the Lord, and permitted to possess 
the land of Canaan, though they were rebellious in the desert, but he far- 
ther knew, that they were not gathered from the east, the west, the north 

i 

and the south, at that time; for it was clearly mentioned that the Lord 
himself would prepare a habitation, even as he said, when he would lead 
them to a city of refuge, in that, David saw a promise for the righteous, 
/see 144 Ps^ when they should be delivered from those who oppressed 
them, and from the hand of strange children, or the enemies of the Lordj 
that their sons should be like plants grown up in their youth, and their 
daughters like comer-stones, polished after the similitude of a beautiful 
palace. It is then that the sons and daughters shall prophesy, old men 

r 

dream dreams, and young men see visions. At that time the garners of the 
righteous will be full, affording all manner of store . It was while content 
plating this time, and viewing this happy state of the righteous, that he 
further says: The Lord shall reign forever, even thy God, Zion, unto 
all generations * Praise ye the Lord: 

Isaiah who was on the earth at the time the ten tribes of Israel 
were led away captive from the land of Canaan, was show, not only their 
calamity and Affliction, but the time when they were to be delivered* 
After reproving them for their corruption and blindness, he prophesies of 
their dispersion. He says: Your country is desolate, your cities are 
burnt with fire. Your land, strangers devour it in your presence, and it 
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is thus made desolate, being overthrown by strangers. He further says, 
while speaking of the iniquity of that people: Thy princes are rebellious, 
and companions of thieves every one loves gifts, and follows after re- 
wards: They judge not the fatherless, neither does the cause of the 
widow come unto them. Therefore, says the Lord of hosts, the mighty One 
of Israel, Ah, I will easfe me of my adversaries, and avenge me of my ene- 
mies. But after the calamity has befallen Isatael, and the Lord has poured 
upon them his afflicting judgements, as he said by the mouth of Moses - 
I will keep mischiefs upon them. They shall be afflicted with hunger, and 
devoured with burning heat, and with bitter destruction; I will also send 
the teeth of beasts upon them, with the poison of the earth - he will also 
fulfill this further prediction uttered by the mouth of Isaiah. I will 
turn my hand upon thee, and purely purge away thy dross, and take away 
counselors as at the beginning; afterward you shall be called, the city 
of righteousness, the faithful city. Then will be fulfilled, also, the 
saying of David: And he led them forth by the right way, that they might 
go to a city of habitation^ 

Isaiah continues his prophecy concerning Israel, and tells them 
what would be done for them in the last days; for thus it is written: 
The word that Isaiah the son of Amos saw concerning Judah and Jersualenru 
And it shall come to pass in the last days, that mountain of the Lord f s 
house shall be established in the top of the mountains, and shall be 
edited above the hills; - and all nations shall flow unto it. And many 
people shall go up to the mountain of the Lord£ to the house of the God of 
Jacob; and he will teach us of his ways and we will wait in his paths; for 
out of Zion shall go forth the law, and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem. 
And he shall judge among the nations, and shall rebuke many people; and they 
shall beat their swords into plough shares, and their spears mnto pruning 
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hooks; nations shall not lift up the sword against nation, neither shall 
they learn war any more. And the Lord will create fevery dwelling 
place of his people in Zion, and upon their assemblies, a cloud and smoke 
by day, and the shining of a flaming fire by night; for upon all the glor 
shall be a covering and a defense. And there shall be a tabernacle for a 
shadow in the day-time from the heat, and for a place of refuge, and for 
a convert from storm and from rain. And his people shall dwell safely, 
they shall possess the land forever, even the land which was promised to 
their fathers, for an everlasting inheritance: for behold, says the Lord 
by the mouth of the prophet: The day will come that I will sow the house 
of Israel with the seed of man, and with the seed of beast, And it shall 
come to pass, that like as I have watched over them, to pluck up, and to 
break down, and to destroy, and to afflict; so will I watch over them, to 



build and to plant, says the Lord. 

For this happy situation and blessed state of Israel, did the pro- 
phets look, and obtained a premise, tlBt, though the house of Israel and 
Judah, should violate the covenant, the Lord, in the last days would 
make with them a new one; not according to the one which he made with their 
fathers in the day that he took them by the hand to lead them out of the 
land of Egypt; which, said the Lord, my covenant they broke, although I was 
a husband and a father unto them, but this shall be the covenant that I 
will make teLth the houseof Israel: After those days, says the Lord, I 
will put my law in their inward parts, and I will be their God, and they 

shall be my people. 

For thus says the Lord, I will bring again the captivity of 
Jacob's tents, and have mercy on his dwelling places: and the city shall 
be builded upon her ovm heap, and the palace shall remain after the manner 
thereof. And out of them shall proceed thanksgiving, and the voice of them 
that make merry: - And I will multiply them and they shall not be few; 
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I will also glorify them and they shall not be small. Their children 
shall be as aforetime, and their congregation shall be established be. 



will punish 



Their nobles shall be of 



themselves, and their governor shall proceed from the midst of them. 

At the same time, says the Lord, will I be the God of all the 



families of Israel, and they shall be my people; I will bring them from 
the north country, and gather them from the coasts of the earth; I will 
say to the north, give up and to the south, keep not back - bring my sons 
from far, and my daughters from the ends of the earth. And in those 
and at that time, says the Lord, though Israel and Judah have been driven 
and scattered, they shall come together, they shall even come weeping, for 
with supplications will I lead them; they shall go and seek the Lord their 
God # They shall (as^) the way to Zion, with their faces thitherward, and 
say Come, and let us join our selves to the Lord in a perpetual covenant 
that shall not be forgotten; and wfctchmen upon Mount Efchraam shall say 
Arise, and let us go up to Zion, unto the holy Mount of the Lord our God; 
for he will teach us of his ways, and instruct us to walk in his paths. 
That they way for this to be fully accomplished, may be prepared, the Lord 
will utterly destroy the tongue of the Egyptian sea, and with his mighty 
wind shake his hand over the river and smite it in its seven streams, 
and make men go over dry shod. And there shall be a higfcfc»2t . f ofcifchthCOBBant 



of his people, which shall be left from Assyria; like as it was to Israel 




when they came up out of the land of l^ygpt. 

And thus shall Israel come; not a dark Conner of the earth shall 
remain unexplored, nor an island of the seas be left without being visi 
for as the Lord has removed them into all corners of the earth; he will 
cause his mercy to be as abundantly manifested in their gathering as 
his wrath in their dispersion, until they are gathered according to 
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the covenant. He wil 



l, as ne saia Dy the prophet, send for many fia 
and they shall fish them, and after send for many hunters, who shall 
hunt them; not as their enemies have to afflict, but with gladtidin 
of great joy, with a message of peace, and a call for their return* 

And it will come to pass that though the house of Israel has for- 
saken the Lord, and bowed down and worship other gods, which were (Jlo)gods, 
and been cast out before the face of the world, they will know the voice 
of the Shepherd when he calls upon than this tij#e; for soon his people 
will be willing to hearken to his counsel; and even now are they already 
beginning to be stirred up in their hearts to search for these things, and 
are daily reading the ancient prophets and are marking the times and sea- 
sons of their fulfilment. Thus God is preparing the way for their re- 



turn. 



But it is necessary that you should understand, that what is to 
be fulfilled in the last days, is not only for the benefit of Israel, but 
the Ggntiles, if they will repent and embrace the gospel, for they are to 
be remembered also in the same covenant, and are to be fellow heirs with 



, inasmuch as they are so by faith - lor God is no 
respecter of persons. This was shown to Moses, when he wrote - Rejoice, 

ye nations with his people! 

In consequence of the transgression of the Jews at the coming of 
the Lord£ the Gentiles were called into the kingdom, and for the obedience 
are to fee favored with the gospel in its fulness first, in the last days; 
for it is written: the first shall be last, and the last first, There- 
fore, ..whoxJfehfi fulness of the gospel, as was preached by the righteous, 
uoon this land, shall come forth, it shall be declared to the Gentiles 



and 



ahall be delivered, for they shall understand 



plan of salvation and restoration of Israel, as the Lord manifested 
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to the ancients* They shall be baptized' with water and with the spirit - 
they shall lift up their hearts with joy and gladness, for the time of 
their redemption shall also roll on, and for their obedience to the 
faith they shall see the house of Jacob come with great glory, even with 
songs of everlasting joy, and with him partake of salvation. 

Therefore, as the time draws near when the sun is to be dafckened, 
the moon turn to blood, and the stars fall from heaven, the Lord will 
bring the knoiiedge of his people his commandments and statutes, that 
they may be prepared to stand when the earth reel to and fro as a 
drunken man, earthquakes cause the nations to tremble, and the destroying 
angel goes forth to waste the inhabitants at noon-day j for so great are to 
be the calamities which are to come upon the inhabitants of the earth, 
before the coming of ths,. .Son of Man i&^»ec#idflfii^ shall 
prepared cannot abidej but sucji as are found faithful, and remain, shall 
be gathered with his people and caught up to meet the Lord in the cloud, 
and so shall they inherit eternal life. 

I have now given you a rehearsal of what was communicated to our 
sr. when he was directed to go and obtain the record of the Ne- 




phites. I may have missed in arrangement in some instances, but the 
principle is preserved, and you will be able to bring forward abundance 
of corrobratinfe scripture ppon the subjedt of the gospel and of the 
gathering. Vlou^are aware of the fact, ^tet^^give a minute rehearsal 

■ 

of a lengthy interview with a heavenly messenger, is very difficult, unless 
one is assisted ijnmedietely Kith the gift of inspiration. There is another 
item I wish to notice on the subject of visions. The Spirit you know, 
searches all things, even the deep things of God. When God manifests 
to his servants those things that are to come, or those which have been, 
he does it by unfolding them by the power of that Spirit which comprehends 
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^JL]^hings, always; and so much may be shown and made p 
to the understanding in a short time, that to the world 



life to Team a. little 




disposed to c3.ll it false. You will 



those glorious things were being rehearsed, the vision was also opened, 
so that our brother was permitted to see and understand much more full 
and perfect than I am able to communicate in kriting» I know much may 
be conveyed to the understanding in writing, and many marvellous truths 
set forth with the pen. but after all it is but a shadow comnared to an 



open vision of seaMg, hearing and realizing eternal thin g sTj And if the 




1 

facts were known, it would be found, that of all the heavenly communica- 
tions to the ancients, we have no more in comparison than the alphabet to 
a quarto vocabulary. It is said, and I believe the account, that the 

* 

Lord showed the brother of Jared ^oriancumeiy &U- things which were to 
transpire from that day to the end of the earth, as well as those which 
had taken place. I believe that Moses was permitted to see the same, as 
the Lord caused them to pass, in vision before hi] 
Lount; I believe that the Lord Jesus told many things to his apostles 
which are not written and after his ascension unfolded all things unto 
them; I believe that Nephi, the son of Lehi, whom the Lord brought out 
of Jerusalem* saw the same: I believe that the twelve upon this continent 



Lord chose to preach this gospel, when he came down to manifest 



this 



should hear his voice, were also permitted to behold the same mighty 
things transpire in vision before their eyes; and I believe that the angel 
Moroni, whose words I have been rehearsing, who communicated the knowledge 



hid 



same unto the Lord, great and marvellous things, which 



154 

when the same should come forth; and I also believe, that God -will give 
line upon line, precept apdn precept, to his saints, until all these 
things Kill be unfolded tb them, and they finally sanctified and brought 
into the Celestial glory, where tears will be wiped from all faces, and 
sighing and sorrowing flee away! 

Letter VII 
(In Part) 
MESSENGER AND ADVOCATE 

July, 1835 

You will remember that in my last I brought my subject down to the 
evening or night of the 21 st of September, 1 823 > and gave an outline of the 
conversation of the angel upon the important fact of the blessings, pro- 
mises and covenants to Israel, and the great manifestations of favor to 
the world, in the ushering in of the fulness of the gospel, to prepare 
the way for the second advent of the Messiah, when he comes in the glory 

-4. _ 

of the Fatehr with the holy angels • 

A remarkable fact is to be noticed with regard to this vision. 
In ancient time the lord warned some of his servants in dreams; for 
instance, Joseph, the husband of Mary, was warned in a dream to take the 
young child and his mother, and flee into Egypt: also, the wise men were 
warned of the Lord in a dream not to return to Herodj and when "out of 
Egypt the Son was called," the angel of the Lord appeared in a dream to 
turn aside into the parts of Galilee ♦ Such were the manifestations to 
Joseph, the favored descendant of the father of the faithful in dreams, 
and in them the Lord fulfilled his purposes? But the one of which I have 
been speaking is what would have been called an open vision . And though 
it was in the night, yet it was not a dream. There is no room for 



^ 
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conjecture in this matter, and to talk of deception would be to sport with 
the common sense of every man who knows when he is awake, when he sees and 
when he does not see. 




He could not have been deceived in the fact that a being of seme 
kind appeared to him; and that it was a heavenly one, the fulfilment of 
his words so minutely, upp to this time, in addition to the truth and w< 



which has been developed to thi 



Mormon, ought to be conclusive evidence bo the mind of every man who is 
privileged to hear of the same* He was awake, and in solemn prayer, as 
you will hear in mind, when the angel made his appearance; from that 
glory which surrounded him the room was lit up to a perfect brilliancy, 
so that darkness wholly disappeared; he heard his words with his 
and received a joy and happiness indescribable by hearing that his own 
sins were forgiven, and his former transgressions to be remembered against 
him no more, if he thfen continued to walk before the I^rd according to his h 
holy commandments. He also saw him depart, the light and glory withdraw, 
leaving a calmness and peace of soul past "bhfe language of man to paint- 
Tfes he deceived/ 

Far from this; for the vision was renewed twice before morning, 
unfolding farther and still farther the mysteries of godliness and those 
things to come. In the morning he went to his labor as usual, but soon 
the vision of the heavenly messenger was renewed, insturcting him to go 
immediately and veiw those thihgs of which he had been informed, with a 
promise that he should obtain them if he followed the directions and wenf 
with an eye single to the glory of God« 

Accordingly he repaired to the place •which had thus been des- 
cribed. But it is necessary to give you more fully the express instruc- 



tive! 
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brother had now engaged - He wis to remember that it was the work of the 
Lord, to fulfill certain promises previously made to a branch of the 
house of Israel > of the tribe of Joseph, and when it should be brought 
forth must be done expressly with an eye, as I said beforej single to 
the glory of God, and the welfare and restoration of the house of Israel. 

You will understand, then, that no motive of a pecuniary, or 
earthly nature, was fuffered to take the lead of the heart of the man 
thus favored. The allurements of vice, the contaminating influence of 
wealth, without the direct guidance of the Holy Spirit, must have no 
place in the heart nor be suffered to take from it that warm desire for 
the glory and kingdom of the Lord, or, instead of obtaining, disappointment 
and reproof would most assuredly follow. Such was the instruction add 
this the caution. 
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APPENDIX C 



ORSON HYDE'S ACCOUNT 



Orson Hyde was born January 8, 1805, at Oxford, Connecticut. He 
joined the Methodist faith but becoming dissatisfied joined the Campbel- 
lite movement and assumed a position as pastor over three congregations • 



Later he opposed and then ivestigatad the Book of Mormon and was bap 




tized in October, 183U He was appointed to be an Apostle in February of 
1835* One of his missionary calls was to go to Jerusalem in 1840 to dedi 
cate the land for the return of the Jews. He left on that mission from 



bruary of 1 84 1 • After accomplishing the purpose of 
his mission, he went to G e rmany where he published an account of the 
First Vision in the G e rman language* Concerning the publication, Joseph 



Smith records: 

Something this month /August^ 18427 ELder tfyde published a pamphlet 
in the G rman Language, in Germany, entitled A flry in the Wilderness 
etc. of Sbout 120 pages settling forth the rise, progress and doc- 
trines of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. 1 

This pamphlet was published in Frankfurt, German, 1842, and -was 

entitled. A Cry From the Wilderness, AvVoice from the Dust of the Earth 



Orson Hyde, was also the publisher, The following tra: 
English was made by Justus Ernst of the Church Historian 



office about 1959 • 



1 

.DH.C. V,, p. 142. 
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Joseph Smitji, Jr., to whom the angel of the Lord was sent first, 

was born in the town of Sharon, Windsor county, Vemont, on the 23rd of 
D e c ember, 1805. 

When ten years old, his parents with their family, moved to 
Palmyra, New York, in the vicinity of which he resided for about eleven 
years, the latter part in the town of Manchester, His only activity was 
to plow and cultivate the fields, As his parents were poor and had to take 
care of a large family, his education was very limited. He could read 
without much difficulty, and write a very imperfect handj and had a very 
limited understanding of the elementary rules of arithmetic. These were 
his highest and only attainements; while the rest of those branches, so 
universally taught in the common schools throughout the United States, 
were entirely unknown to him* 

When somewhere about fourteen or fifteen years old, he began 
seriously to reflect upon the necessity of being prepared for a future 
state of existence; but how, or in what way to prepare himself, was a 
question, as yet, undetermined in his own mindj he perdeived that it was 
a question of infinite importance • He saw, that if he understood not 
the way, it would be impossible to walk in it, except by chance; and the 
thought of resting his hopes of eternal life upon chance or uncertain- 
ties, was more than he could endure# 

He disdovered a religious world working under numerous errors, 
which through their contradicting nature and principles, gave cause to 
the organization of so many different sects and parties, and whose 
feelings against each other were poisoned through hate, envy, malace 
and rage. He felt that there should be only one truth, and that those 
who would understand it correctly, would understand it iix the same 
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manner* Nature had gifted him with a strong, discerning mind and so he 
looked through the glaze of soberness and good sense upon these religious 
systems which all were so different j but nevertheless all drawn from the 
scripture of truth* 

After he had sufficiently assured himself to his own satisfaction 
that darkness was covering the earth, and gross darkness the minds of 
the people, he gave up hope fever to find a sect of party that was in the 
possession of the pure and unadulterated truth* 

He accordingly commenced perusing the sacred pages of the Bible 
with sincerity, believing the things that he read. His mind soon caught 
hold of the following passage - tt If any of you lack wisdom, let him ask 
of God, that giveth to all men liberally and upbraideth not; and it shall 
be given him. w - James 1:5* From this promise he learned that it was the 
privilege of all men to ask God for wisdom, with the sure and certain 
expectation of receiving liberally, without being upbraided for so doing • 
And thus he started to send the burning desires of his soul with a faith- 
ful determination* He, therefore, retired to a secret place, in a grove, 
but a short distance from his father's house, and knelt down and began 
to call upon the Lord* At first, he was severely tempted by the powers 
of darkness, which endeavored to overcome him. The adversary benighted 
his mind with doubts, and brought to his souls all kinds of improper 
pictures and tried to hinder him in his efforts and the acoomplishment 
of his goal. However, the overllowing mercy of G&A came to buoy him 
up, and gave new impulse and momentum to his dwindling strength. Soon 
the dark clouds disappeared, and light and peace filled his troubled 
heart* And again he called upon the Lord with renewed faith and 
spiritual strength* 
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At this sacred moment his mind was caught away from the natural objects 



and saw two glorious personages, who exactly resembled each other in 
their features or likeness. They said him that his prayers had been 
answered, and that the Lord had decided to grant him a special blessings 



as they were all wrong in their doctrines and none of them was recog- 
nized by God as His Church and kingdom. He received a promise that the 
true doctrine - the fulness of the gospel - should, at some future time, 
be made known to him; after which, the vision withdrew, leaving his mind 
in a state of calmness and peace indescribable. 

Some time after having received the glorious manifestation, 
being young, he was again entangled in the vanities of the world, of whidh 



And it pleased God on the evening of the 21 st of S e ptember, 
A»D., 1823* to again hear his prayers* For he had retired to rest as 
usual, only that his mind was drawn out in fervent prayer, and his soul 
was filled with the most earnest desire tt to commune with some kind 
messenger who could communicate to him the desired information of his 
acceptance with God/ 1 and also unfold the ppinciples of the doctrine 
of Christ, according to the promise which he had received in the former 
vision. 

While continuing in prayer for a manifestation in some way that 
his sins were forgiven, endeavouring to exercise faith in the scrip- 
tures, on a sudden a light like that of day, only of a purer and far 
more glorious appearance and brightness, burst into the room; indeed, 
to use his own description, "the first sight was as though the house 



with which he was surrounded, and he was enwrapped in a heavenly vision, 



He was told not to join any of the religious sects or any party, 



he afterwards sincerely and truly repented. 
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wa*y filled with consuming and unquenchable fire. This sudden appearance 
of a light so bright, as must naturally be expected, occasioned a shock 
or sensation, he felt through the extremities of his body. It was, how- 
ever, followed with a calmness and serenity of mind, and an overwhelm- 
ing rapture of joy that surpassed understanding, and in a moment a 
personage stood before him. 

Notwithstanding the room was previously filled with light above 
the brightness of the sun, as I have before described, yet there seemed 
to be an additional glory surrounding or accompanying this personage, 
which shone with an icreased degree of brilliancy, in the midst of which 
he was; and though his countenance was as lightning, yet it was of a 
pleasing, innocent, and glorious appearance, so much so, that every 
fear was banished fro© his heart and nothing but calmness pervaded his 
soul. 

The stature of this personage was a little above the common sixe 
of men in this age; his gMment was perfectly white, and had the appear- 
ance of being without seam. 

This glorious being declared himself to be an angel of God, sent 
forth by commandment, to communicate to him that his sins were forgiven, 
and that his prayers were heard; and also to bring the joyful tidings, 
that the covenant which God made with ancient Israel, concerning their 
posterity, was at hand to be fulfilled - that the great preparatory 
work for the second coning of the Messiah was speedily to commence - that 
the time was at hand for the gospel, in its fulness, to be preached in 
power unto all nations, that a people might be prepared with faith and 
righteousness for the Millennial reign of universal peace and joy. 

He was informed that he was called and chosen to be an instrument 



162 

in the hands of God, to bring about some of his marvellous purposes 
in this glorious dispensation. It was also made manifest to him, that 
the "American Indians" were a remnant of Israel; that when they first 
emigrated to America, they were an enlightened people, possessing a 
knowledge of the true God, enjoying his favour and peculiar blessings 
from his hand; that the prophets and inspired writers among them, were 
required to keep a sacred history of the most important events transpir- 
ing among them, which history was handed down for many generations, till at 
at length they fell into great wickedness. The greatest part of them 
were destroyed, and the records (by commandment of God to one bf the last 
prophets among them.) were safely deposited to preserve them from the 
hands of the wicked who sought to destroy them. He was informed that 
those records contained many sacred revelations pertaining to the gospel 
of the kingdom, as well as prophecies relating to the great events of the 
last daysj and that to fulfill his promises to the ancients, who wrote 
the records, and to accomplish his purposes, in the restitution of their 
children, &c; they were to cane forth to the knowledge of the people. 
If faithful, he was to be the instrument who should be thus highly favored 
in bringing these sacred things to light; at the same time being expressly 
informed, tlmt it must be done with an single to the glory if God, 
that no one could entrusted with these sacred writings, who should 
endeavor to aggrandize himself, by converting sacred things to unrighteous 
and speculative purposes. After giving him many instructions concerning 
things past and to come, which would be foreign to our purpose to mention 
here, he disappeared, and the light and glory af God withdrew, leaving 
his mind in perfect peace, while a calmness and serenity indescribable 
pervaded the soul. But before moradng, the vision was twice renewed, 
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instructing him further and still further concerning the great work of 
God about to be performed on the earth. In the morning he went out to 
his work as usual, but soon the vision was renewed - the angel again 
appeared, and having been informed by the previous visions of the night, 
concerning the spot where these redords were deposited, he was instructed 
to go immediately and veiw them. Accordingly he went to the place so 
indicated, which was located not far from his father's house. This was on 
September 22, AJh 1823. After arriving at the repository, a little 
exertion in removing the soil from the edges of the top of the box, and 
a light lever brought its contents to his natural sight. "While viewing 
and contemplating his sacred treasure with wonder and astonishment, beholdl 
the angel of the Lord, who previously visited him, again stood in 
his presence, and his souls was again enlightened as it was the evening 
before, and he was filled with Holy Spirit, and the heavens were 
opened, and the glory of the Lord shone round about and rested upon him. 
VJhile he thus stood gazing and admiring, the angel said, "Look!" and as 

7 

lie thus spake, he beheld the prince of darkness, surrounded by his 
innumerable train of associates. All this passed before him, and the 
heavenly messenger said, "AH this is shown, the good and the evil, the 
holy and the impure, the glory of God and power of darkness, that you may 
know hereafter the two powers and never be influenced or overcome by that 
wicked one. Behold, whatever entirces and leads to good, and to do good, 
is of God, and whatever does not is of that wicked one. It is he that 
fills the hearts of men with evil, to walk in darkness and blaspheme Godj 
and you may learn from henceforth, that his ways are to destruction, but 
the way of holiness is peace and rest. You now see why you could not 
obtain this record; that the commandment was strict, and that if ever 
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these sacred things are obtained* they must be by prayer and faithfulness 
in obeying the Lord* They are not deppeited here for the sake of ac- 
cumulating gain and wealth for the glory of this world j they were sealed 
by the prayer of faith* and because of the knowledge which they contain, 
they are of no worth among the children of men, only for their knowledge* 
In them is contained the fulness of the gospel of Jesus Christ* as it was 
given to his people on this land* and when it shall be brought forth by 
the power of God it shall be carried to the Gentiles* of whom many shall 
receive it* and after will the seed of Israel be brought into the fold 
of their Redeem©* by obeying it also. Those who kept the commandments of 
the Lord on this land* desired this at his hand* and through the prayer 
of faith obtained the promise* that if their descendants should trans- 
gress and fall away* that a record might be kept* and in the last days 
come to their children* These things are sacred* and must be kept so* for 



Lord concerning them must be fulfilled* No man 



obtain them if his heart is impure* because they contain tha£ which is 
sacred; and* besides* should they be entrusted in -unholy hands the know- 
ledge would not come to the world* because they cannot be interpreted by 
the learning of this generation; consequently* they would be considered 
of no worth* only as precious metal. Therefore* remember* that they are 



gift 



will the Lord 



work a great and marvellous work; the widdom of the wise shall become as 
nought* and the understanding of the prudent shall hfe his* and because 
the power of God shali be displayed* those who profess to know the truth 
but walk in deceit* shall tremble with anger; but with signs and with 
wonders* with gifts and with healings* with the manifestations of the 
nower of God, and with the Holy Ghost* shall the hearts of the faithful 
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comforted. You have now beheld the power of God manifested a,nd the power 
of S tan; you that there is nothing that is desirable in the works 
of darkness; that they cannot bring happiness; that those who are over- 
come there with are miserable, while, on the other hand, the righteous are 
blessed with a place in the kingdom of God, where joy unsepakable sur- 
rounds them. There they rest beyond the power of the enemy of truth, 
where no evil dan disturb them. The glory of God crowns them, and they 
continually feast upon his goodness and enjoy his smiles, Behold, not- 
witstanding you have seen this great display of power, by which you may 
ever be able to detect the evil ohe, yet I give unto you another sign, 
and when it comes to pass then know that the Lord is God, and that he will 
fulfill his purposes, and that the knowledge which this record contains 
will go to every nation, and kindred, and tongue, and people under the 
whole heaven. This is the sign: ¥hen these things begin to be known 
that is whenit is known that the Lord has show you these things, the 
workers of iniquity will seek your overthrow; they will circulate false- 
hoods to destroy your reputation, and also will seek to take your life; 
but remember this if you are faithful, and shall hereafter Continue to 
keep the commancteant s of the Lord, you shall be preserved to bring these 
thihgs forth; for in due ti^e he will again give you a commandment to 
come and take them. When they are interpreted, the Lord will give the 
holy priesthood to seme, and they shall begin to proclaim this Gospel 
and baptize by water, and after that they shall have power to give the 
Holy Ghost by the laying on of their hands. Then will persecution rage 
more and mors; for the iniquities of men shall be revealed, and those who 
are not built upon the Rock will seek to overthrow this Church; but it 
will increase the more opposed, and spread further and further, increasing 
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in knowledge till they shall be sanctified and receive an inheritance 
where the glory of God will rest upon the®; and when this takes place, 
and all things are prepared, the ten tribes of Israel will be revealed 
in the north country, whither they have been for a long season; and 
when this is fulfilled wil be brought to pass that saying of the pro- 
phet - "And the Redeemer shall come to Zion, and \into them that turn 
from transgression in Jacob, saith the Lord. 11 But, notwithstanding 
the workers of iniquity shall seek your destruction the arm of the L Q rd 
will be extended and you will be borne off conquerer, if you keep all 
his commandments* Your name shall be known among the nations, for the 
work which the Lord will perform by your hands shall cause the righteous 
to rejoice and the wicked to rage; with the one it shall be had in honor, 
and with the other in reproach; yet, with these it shall be a terror 
because of the great and marvellous work which shall follow the coming 
forth of this fulness of the gospel. Now, go thy way, remembering what 
the Lord has done for thee, and be diligent in keeping his commandments, 
and he will deliver thee from temptations and all the arts and devices 
of the wicked one. Forget not to pray, that thy mind may become strong 
that when he shall manifest unto thee, thou mayest have power to escape 
the evil, and obtain these precious things." 

During the four following years he frequently received instruc- 
tion from the mouth of the heavenly messenger. And on the morning of 
S e ptember 22, A. D. 1S27, the angel of the Lord delivered the records 
into his hands. These records were engraved on plates, which had the 
appearance of gold. Each plate was not far from seven by eight inches 
in width and length, being not quite as thick as common tin. They were 
filled on both sides with engravings, in Egyptian characters, and bound 
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together in a volume, as the leaves of a book, and fastened at one edge 
with three rings running through the whole. This volume was something 
near six inches in thickness, a part of which was sealed* The charac- 
ters of 1 letters upon the unsealed part were small and beautifully engraved* 
The whole book exhibited many marks of antiquity in its construction, as 
well as much skill in the ar£ of engraving* 

With the records were found two transparent stones, clear as 
crystal, called by the ancients the Urim and Thummim, which were used in 
ancient times by persons called seers* 

These were used in the following manner: These two atones, called 
Urim and Thxrnnim, in^diamet er the siae of an Elgish crown (coin) only a 
little thicker, were placed where all light was excluded. The persons 
using these offered their prpyers to the I^rd, and the answer became 
visible, written in letters of light on the Urim and Thummim, but disap- 
peared again soon after. Thus: "The light in darkness; and 

ss comprehended it not. 11 In this manner the sacred records were 

trasnalted into English. 
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APPENDIX H 

WUJMt SMITH'S ACCOUNT 
William Stadth was born March 13, 1811, making him six years 
younger than his brother, Joseph. In 1883, when he was 72 years of age, 
William published a book on the history of the church* In his preface 
he states that tt revelation is founded upon visions and dreams and 
angel (sic) visits to man and why should not God send angels to deliver 
messages to his servants in these latter days as well as in older times." 
With this premise William precedes to give his story of the rise of the 
Church. Even though he confuses the visitations, he contributes to the 
understanding of the environment of the tame and the reaction of the 
family to the experiences. Since this publication appeared many years 
after Joseph 1 s death, it does not contain the Prophet's correction of 
the details. The following part of William *s narrative is from pages 
six through ten of his boofej 



1 William Smith, William Smith on Mormonism (Lamoni, Iowaj 
Herald Steam Book and Job Office, IS83), p. 4. 



II 
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In 1822, and 1823> the people in our neighborhood were very much 
stirred up with regard to the religious matters by the preaching of a 
Mr. Lane, an Elder of the Methodist church and eelebrated through the 
country as a "great revival preachers. 11 

My mother, who was very pious woman and much interested in the 
welfare of her children, both here and hereafter, made use of every 
means which her parental love could suggest, to get us engaged in 
seeking for our souls 1 salvation, or (as the erm then was) fl in getting 
religion. " She prevailed on us to attend the meetings, and almost 
the whole family became interested in the matter, and seekers af^er truth. 
I attended the meetings with the rest, but being quite young and in- 
considerate, did not take so much interest in the matter as the older 
ones did. This extradcdinary excitement prevailed not only in our neigh- 
borhood but throughout the whole country. Great numbers were con- 
verted. It extended from the Methodists to the Baptists, from thea to 
the P esbyteriansj and so until finally, all the sects became engaged 
in it j and it became quite the fashion to "get religion. " M&r mother con- 
tinued her importunities and exertions to gnterest us in the importance 
of seeking for the salvation of our immortal souls, until almost all of 
the family became either converted or seriously inclined. 

After the excitement has subsided, in a measure, each sect began 
to beat up for volunteers; each one saying, "We are right, 11 "Cone and 
join us," "Walk with us and we will do you good, 11 etc. The conse- 
quence was that my mothec, my brothers Hyrum and Samuel, older than I, 
joined the Preslqyterian Church, Joseph, then about seventeen years of 
age, had become seriously inclined, though not "brought out," as the 
phrase was, (and) began to reject and inquire, which of all these sects 
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■was right. Each one said that itr -was right ; which he knew could not be 
the case; and the question then was which one of the whole taught the true 
gospel of Jesus Christ, and made known the plan of salvation. If he went 
to one he was told they were right, and all otherss were wrong* If to 
another, the same was heard from than. Each professed to be the true 
church. This did not satisfy him, as he was aware that there could be 
but one way of entering into the Kingdom of Heaven, and that there was 
but one "straight and narrow path,** etc. All this however was beneficial 
to him, as it urged him forward, and strengthened him in the determination 
to know for himself of the certainty and reality of pure and holy religion. 
He continued in secret to call upon the Lord for a full manifestation of 
his will, the assurance that he was accepted <f?f him, and that he might 
have an understanding of the path of obedience, 

At length, he determined to call upon the Lord until he should get 
a manifestation from him. He accordingly went out into the woods and 
falling upon his knees called for a long time upon the Lord for wisdom 
and knowledge. Wiile engaged in prayer a light appeared in the heavens, 
and descended until it rested upon the trees where he was. It appeared 
like fire. But to his great astonishment, did hot burn the trees. An 
angel then appeared to him and conversed with him upon many things. He 
told him that none of the sects were right; but that if he was faithful 
in keeping the commandments he should receive, the true way should be made 
known to him; that his sins were forgiven, . ♦ . 

The aext day I was at work in the field together with J seph 
and my eldest brother Alvin. Joseph looked pale and unwell, so that 
Alvin told him if he was sick he need not work he then went and sat down 
by the fence when the angel again appeared to him, and told him to call 



171 



communicate to them the visions he had 



received, which he had not yet told to say one; and promised him that 




if he would do so they would believe it. He accordingly asked us to 
come to the house, as he had something to tell us. After we were all 
gathered, he arose and told us how the angel appeared to him; what he had 
told him as written afeove; and that the angel had also given him a short 
account of the inhabitants who formerly resided upon this continent, a 
full history of whom he said was engraved on some plates which were 
hidden, and which the angel promised to show him. He continued talking 



to us sometime. The whole family were melted to tears, and believ 




he said. Knowing that he was very young, that he had not enjoyed the 
advantages of a common education; and knowing too, his whole character 
and disposition, they were convinced that he was totally incapable of 
arising before his aged parents, his brothers and sister, and so solemnly 



;iving utteranee to anything but the truth. All of us, therefore, believed 




1dm, and anxiously awaited the result of his visit to the hill Cumoreh, 
in search of the plates containing the record of which the angel told him 



i 
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APPENDIX I 

Comparative Chart 

The following chart compares some of the most commonly used 

published sources of the account of the First Vision and Moroni's visi 

tation as follows: 

I. The Pgarl of Great Pfice account which is accepted today 
by the Church of J§sus Christ of Latter day Saints as part 
of its scripture. 

2» A missionary pamphlet published by the Church of Jesus 
Christ of Latter-day Saints which has been used for many 
years 

3 # A new pamphlet published in 1 963 which is now used as a 
missionary tract* 

4 # Joseph Smiths own account as published in the History of 
the Church. 

5 # Joseph Smith's account as published in the Times and 
Seasons and known as the Went worth Letter. 
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